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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift 

The Role of Multinational Enterprises in the Transition Process  

of Central and Eastern European Economies 

Philipp Marek 

 

1. More than 20 years after the collapse of the Communist System, foreign affiliates still play a 

decisive role in the technological catching-up process of Central and Eastern European (CEE) 

economies. 

2. The location decision of multinational enterprises follows a path dependency characterized 

by agglomeration economies, potential knowledge spillovers and access to locally bound 

inputs. (Chapter 2) 

3. Varying transition paths in CEE countries have resulted in differences in the distribution of 

FDI and pull factors across countries and sectors. (Chapter 2) 

4. The high concentration of foreign affiliates in science-based sectors such as knowledge-

intensive business services can be explained by the strongly localized impact of knowledge 

spillovers. (Chapter 3) 

5. Despite the strict access for foreign investors in Russia, the impact of natural resources on 

the distribution of FDI in Russian regions depends on the relative importance of the mining 

industry, the type of resources and the corresponding price development. (Chapter 4) 

6. FDI may contribute to the competitiveness of domestic firms in CEE economies depending on 

the embeddedness of foreign affiliates in the host economy in form of demand-and-supply 

linkages and technology transfer. (Chapter 5 and 6) 

7. Final good producers as well as small and low productive domestic firms in the 

manufacturing industry benefit most of foreign presence in the services sectors. (Chapter 5) 

8. A sectoral decomposition shows that knowledge-intensive services raise the productivity of 

science-based industries, whereas low-tech firms benefit from foreign presence in the energy 

supply. (Chapter 5) 

9. FDI induced knowledge transfer to local actors in the host economy may be explained by the 

foreign affiliates’ integration in global production networks rather than by the degree of local 

sourcing. (Chapter 6) 

10. Knowledge exchange is a key determinant for economic spillovers, but also for the individual 

development of skills and personality. 


