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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift

“Matters of the heart: 
genetic and molecular characterisation of cardiomyopathies”

1. The differential splicing of LDB3 does not allow the design of a fast and sim-
ple in vitro test to study the functional effects of RBM20 variants in dilated 
cardiomyopathy. (this thesis)

2. RBM20 and TTN mutations that lead to an altered titin isoform composition 
are a frequent cause of peripartum cardiomyopathy. (this thesis) 

3. The relative enrichment of missense variants in the rod domain of plectin 
in arrhythmogenic cardiomyopathy patients compared to control databases 
such as GoNL indicates that these variants contribute to desmosomal fragil-
ity and disease susceptibility. (this thesis)

4. Increased oxygen radical levels are a risk factor for developing cardiomyopa-
thy. (this thesis)

5. Finding one consanguineous family affected by two distinct cardiomyopathy 
subtypes and with three genes underlying the disease is very unlikely, but it 
is possible. (this thesis)

6. For correct variant interpretation in the era of high-throughput genetics, the 
use of both accurate in silico prediction methods and in vitro functional as-
says is essential. (this thesis)

7. High-throughput sequencing using targeted enrichment of a panel of 
well-established disease genes significantly improves the routine diagnos-
tics of heterogeneous genetic diseases. (this thesis)

8. Pharmacovigilance databases could and should be exploited by pharmaco-
genetic researchers to enable the future clinical application of stratified (not 
yet personalised) medicine.

9. “Russian-style dumplings: 50/50 semi-skimmed cottage cheese and boiled 
potatoes, steamed onion, seasoned with salt and pepper. Source of potas-
sium, calcium and vitamin C. Helps keep the proper heart rhythm. Rus-
sian-style dumplings are recommended for lovers.” (from the pierogi menu 
of restaurant Zapiecek, Warszawa, Poland)

10. “The heart does not want coffee or cafe, 
 The heart demands conversation with friends, 
 Coffee is the excuse in this case...” 
(message on a street wall in Kaleiçi, old town of Antalya, Turkey)

11. “Thank you India” (Alanis Morisette)


