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Propositions

belonging to the PhD thesis “Education Choices in a Changing Economic,

Demographic and Social Environment” by Laurie Sarah May Reijnders

(1) When studying the effects of population ageing on the economy it is crucial to

recognize that improvements in health may not only affect how long people live

but also how productive they are. (Chapter 2)

(2) Redeeming educational loans by means of higher labour taxes for college grad-

uates instead of fixed redemption payments could increase welfare for everyone.

(Chapter 3)

(3) In the absence of positive external effects from higher education, financing study

grants out of general tax revenue is a bad idea. (Chapter 3)

(4) The fact that women generally earn less than equally qualified men might encour-

age them to invest more in education. (Chapter 4)

(5) Economic considerations and marital sorting patterns can help us understand why

on average educated fathers have fewer children than uneducated ones. (Chapter

5)

(6) Subsidizing formal child care increases the demand for uneducated workers, leads

to a decrease in the college wage premium and discourages investment in educa-

tion. (Chapter 5)

(7) “The economic approach [. . . ] does not assume that individuals are motivated

solely by selfishness or material gain. It is a method of analysis, not an assumption

about particular motivations.” (Gary S. Becker)

(8) “When in doubt, leave it out.” (variant of Occam’s razor)


