
 

 

 University of Groningen

PET-based analysis of tumor glucose metabolism and tumor hypoxia before and during anti-
neoplastic treatment
Bollineni, Vikram

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2015

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Bollineni, V. (2015). PET-based analysis of tumor glucose metabolism and tumor hypoxia before and
during anti-neoplastic treatment. [Thesis fully internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. [S.n.].

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 25-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/7d502620-8f56-44fe-ba78-6c44dd0a73e8


145

Acknowledgements

aCknoWlEDGEMEnTs 

July 2009. A Thursday (I guess) evening around 8:00 pm, in a cosy Mexican restaurant, Poznan, 

Poland, I was partying with the European cancer organization co-fellow students. Everything started 

there, the long pathway that now reaching its end, my PhD degree. During that evening, an elegantly 

looking Professor joined us for a drink. It all started with a casual meeting asking us what we were 

studying. Where do we come from? How about the ECCO course? And so on...initially we were a bit 

reluctant to prolong the conversation; after all we were in a party mood. Very soon he changed his 

questions asking questions like, any interesting sites to visit in Poznan? What is the best beer in 

Poznan? And we went on discussing many interesting issues during that evening.

The course schedule for the next day afternoon was devoted to Radiation oncology. I was curious 

about the subject. Our professor took the stage and gave a nice presentation. During the lunch session, 

I approached him to get acquaintance and he said his name was Hans. That’s how I met Prof. J.A. 

Langendijk. At the end of the course, he encouraged all medical students in our group to pursue a PhD 

to understand oncology field both from clinical and research perspective, which inspired me to apply 

for a PhD position. Dear Hans, thank you for giving me the possibility to come here and experience 

scientific research. Thanks for believing in me. Thanks for guiding me in my scientific growth, for 

pushing me when it was needed. Thanks for leaving me alone sometimes, but always keeping an eye 

on me, so I could explore different possibilities. Thanks for always caring of how things were going. 

Thanks for your golden line “There should be one question and one answer to that specific question” 

while writing a scientific paper. Your consistent support is encouraging me to go further. I will always 

remain indebted. Thank you very much.

I am grateful to my second promoter, Prof. dr. Jan Pruim. Dear Jan, the word “Thanks” is just not enough 

for me to show my gratitude towards you. Thank you for welcoming me to collaborate with nuclear 

medicine department. I would like to express my deepest appreciation to you for your guidance 

throughout the project. I sincerely thank you for your expertise, constructive comments, and help. 

Thank you very much.

My personal thanks go to my co-promoter Dr. Roel Steenbakkers. Dear Roel, thanks for your 

constructive guidance, valuable instructions and continuous encouragement during my PhD project.  

I am grateful for your kindness and constant readiness to help me. Thanks a lot for proof-reading my 

Dutch summary. It has been an excellent opportunity for me and I learnt lot from you. I admire your 

simplicity besides being a good doctor. 



PET-based analysis of tumor glucose metabolism and tumor hypoxia before and during anti-neoplastic treatment

146

A very special thanks go to Dr. Erwin Weigman. Dear Erwin, your help in the first half of my PhD was of 

a great value and jet-started my PhD. The notion that I could always drop by to your office, to discuss 

even the smallest detail, was always very reassuring. I always admire your relaxed attitude and this 

attitude made me feel relaxed too. I enjoy our scientific and non-scientific discussions. My Best 

wishes to Liselotte. Thanks for attending my wedding in India.

Further, I would like to extend my acknowledgements to Dr. Joachim Widder. Dear Joachim, thank you 

so much for being very nice to me. You are very helpful and friendly. Thanks a lot for all the useful 

information and discussions we had at various occasions. I am happy that I know you.

Prof. dr. Harry Groen, Dear Harry, it took some time before I met you but worth waiting. Despite your 

busy calendar, once in a while you made some time for me and I always learnt a lot from our 

discussions. I always got very good feedback and encouragements during our meetings. That, I really 

appreciate. Thanks. 

My sincere gratitude goes to the members of the reading committee, Prof. P. Lambin, Prof. R. de Bree, 

and Prof. R.A.J.O. Dierckx for their time and effort in reading and approving my thesis. 

Dr. Michel Koole, Dear Michel, you are very active, friendly and a nice person. Thanks a lot for your 

patience and help with co-registration of PET/CT scans. Your passion towards research is adorable. 

Good luck with your scientific career. My best regards to your family.

I am also thankful to Dr. Gyuri Halmos for fruitful collaboration on hypoxia project. Dear Gyuri, without 

doubt you are knowledgeable and smart which always impressed me deeply. It is such a pity that we 

got to work together only in the last couple of months!

To my invaluable paranymphs, Hans-Paul and Kushi: you have provided the local support and 

knowledge required to sort out difficult intricacies towards my graduation. Thank you both for agreeing 

to be my paranymphs. Dear Hans Paul, you are a very knowledgeable and interactive person. Thanks 

for the wonderful time we shared in the office as roommates. Thanks also for your opinion and advice. 

Thanks a lot for helping me with the translation of my English summary into Dutch. I wish you all the 

best with your projects and scientific career. My best wishes to your family. Dear Kushi, you are a very 

good friend. I thoroughly enjoyed your company in the Netherlands. Thanks for your friendship, for 

sharing your philosophical ideas about life. We always found good topics to talk and laugh about. To 

my surprise, we almost always had the same opinion about a lot of things.

I am very much gratified by the broad base of support and help that I received from my fellow 



147

Acknowledgements

colleagues at radiotherapy department for being such nice and easy-going people: Hans-Paul, Wouter, 

Kim, Tara, Enja, Miranda, Ivo, Kristel, Zwaanette, Agata, Eline and Sanne.

I want to thank the GUIDE office in particular, Maaike Bansema, Riekje Banus and  Mieke Kapteyn. The 

GUIDE courses and meetings were very useful and of course for the financial support to attend the 

conferences. 

I owe thanks to Lies, Linda, Hilda, Grietje, and Pim for a great deal of help with various “Administrative 

issues” for guiding me through all the paper work.

A big thanks goes to all my GISA friends (2010-2011): Swapnil, Milind, Rama, Pallavi, Ankita, Soumen, 

Paresh. I wish you all the best with your projects and careers.

Special thanks goes to Gerald and Karen for translating my summary into Dutch. I hope it did not take 

too much of your time. 

My special thanks goes also to Dr. Denis Lacombe. I always admire the way you smoothly lead such a 

huge organization as the EORTC. Although I had not that many meetings and interactions with you, you 

clearly inspired me a lot in the world of clinical trials. Thanks a lot for accepting me as one of your 

fellows in the EORTC. Further, I would like to extend my acknowledgements to Dr. Yan Liu. Dear Yan, you 

are a friendly person. My best wishes to your family. Thanks to my good colleagues Christos, Melissa, 

Els, Stephanie, Carmela, Julius, Sandra and Oussama.

The Indian group in Groningen made me feel at home. My best wishes and hearty thanks to Ganesh & 

Subha; Raja & Sai sree; Kiran & Sruthi; Rajendar & Shilpa; Akshay & Spoorthi; Harsha & Soni; Shiva & 

Ananya; Pramod & Meena; Tushar & Jasmine; Sunil & Smitha; Ashoka & Rama; Soumen & Soutri; 

Sasanka & Divya; Pavan & Neha, Gopi, Saritha, Praneeth, Pranov, Goutham, Gaurav, Malli, Laxmi, Neha, 

Eswar, Sandeep, Suresh babu, Siddesh, Khayum, Justin, , Appu venkat, Yamini, Gopi Krishnan, Aditya, 

Suresh, Vinoth uncle, Meena aunty, Vinay, Vinesh & Navina. 

Although my family comes at the end of this section, they always have a prominent position in my 

heart and mind. My parents , lovely sister (Latha), brother-in-law (Bharat Kumar), 

and my cute nephew (Arnav). Thanks for your support and above all thanks for your love. I wish I could 

be there more, help you more, see you more, make your days easier and take care of you. Mom and 

dad, I am so proud of you, because in the end you will make it and will come up here for my graduation! 

Also Big thanks to my wife’s family, for their hospitality, their kindness, for loving someone I love: 



PET-based analysis of tumor glucose metabolism and tumor hypoxia before and during anti-neoplastic treatment

148

Mama, Papa, Marina, Dima, Lena, Kolya. Thank you so much.

І в завершення хочу подякувати тобі, Оксано, моя любове, моє словянське 
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