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STELLINGEN

Behorende bij het proefschrift

Direct and indirect speech in aphasia:
Studies of spoken discourse production and comprehension

van

Rimke Groenewold

1. The production of direct speech helps many individuals with aphasia 
“communicate better than they talk” (Chapters 1 & 2; in line with Holland, 
1977: 173).

2. Some speakers with aphasia are – in spite of their linguistic limitations 
and thanks to their relatively intact non-verbal, paralinguistic and 
pragmatic skills - very creative in the use of direct speech constructions in 
their everyday interaction (Chapter 2).

3. Individuals with aphasia produce more direct speech constructions in 
spontaneous speech than non-brain-damaged speakers (Chapter 2).

4. Depending on their aphasia type, individuals with aphasia use different 
forms of direct speech constructions, suggesting an adaptation strategy 
in which direct speech is used to compensate for specific linguistic 
impairments (Chapter 2).

5. The production of direct speech by individuals with aphasia positively 
affects interaction because it contributes to the perceived liveliness of 
their speech, thus increasing listener focus and involvement (Chapter 3).

6. The language-specific grammatical characteristics of direct and indirect 
speech constructions result in different effects of direct speech on 
discourse comprehension in different languages (Chapter 5).

7. For Dutch individuals with and without aphasia, narratives containing 
direct speech are easier to understand than narratives containing indirect 
speech (Chapter 4).

8. In English, discourse containing direct speech is understood better than 
discourse with indirect speech by non-brain-damaged listeners. However, 
English-speaking listeners with aphasia show no difference in their 
understanding of discourse depending on whether it contains direct or 
indirect speech (Chapter 5).

9.  “Lu nekk manees na ko toxal, mu mel na mu meloon ba mu des wax” 
(Wolof proverb:  “Everything can be moved from one place to another 
without being changed, except speech”, Tannen, 1989, p. 101).

10. “Your talent determines what you can do. Your motivation determines 
how much you are willing to do. Your attitude determines how well you 
do it.” (Lou Holtz, Winning Every Day).


