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In retrospective

After every ending, a new beginning awaits. Before starting a new journey, it is good to

stop and wonder - what did the previous one bring. From the first time I came to

Groningen eight years ago, my life in The Netherlands was nothing but an adventure.

This unique experience was tightly bound to my PhD project and is finally crowned by

this thesis. Yes, it took a long time, and now, being eight years older and wiser, I can

finally say that I am satisfied with the result. There are a lot of people who contributed

to this by being directly involved in the project, or by giving their love and support when

I needed it most. I hope I won’t forget to mention any of you in this chapter.

First of all, I would like to thank my supervisors Arend-Jan Schouten, Marja van Luyn

and Marco Harmsen.

Arend-Jan, it has been eight years since you picked me up from the Groningen train

station late in the evening, after a huge storm and a big railroad chaos with two over-

loaded suitcases. Even though we had some differences in opinion and approach to the

project and we definitely have different ideas considering time management, you did

your best to help this thesis see the light of day.

Marja, thank you for allowing me to perform the biological assessment of the

polyurethanes in your group. The research performed in your lab was essential for the

completion of this thesis. Thank you for engaging in the polymer chemistry discussions

and for educating me on the foreign body response to biomaterials. Above all, thank you

for being motivating and enthusiastic about this research even when I was not able to

appreciate it.

Marco, thank you for proof-reading the manuscripts and chapters over and over again

and for commenting in a concise, clear and creative way. Also thank you for your daily

guidance during the time I was a part of your research group. Your help was invaluable,

I am truly grateful that you were always there for me.

During the first four years of the contract I was also a part of the BMSA Institute

(presently known as W.J.Kolff Institute). I want to thank Prof. Dr. Henk Busscher and Dr.

Theo van Kooten for useful discussions about the thesis, and Wya Kloppenburg and Ellen

van Drooge for dealing with organizational issues. I am especially grateful to Dr. Wim
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van Oeveren from the Biomedical Engineering Department for the collaboration on

Chapters 3 & 5 of the thesis. Wim, thank you for welcoming me to your haemo-lab,

pleasant working atmosphere and your willingness to proof-read the manuscripts.

I would also like to thank Prof. Dr. Katja Loos for her help on the topic of enzymatic

catalysis and for offering me a possibility to work in her research group.

I owe my gratitude to the members of the reading committee: Prof. Dr. Ruud Bos, Prof.

Dr. Berend van der Lei and Prof. Dr. Ton Loontjens for accepting the task of judging the

scientific quality of this work.

The experiments presented in this thesis were performed with indispensable help of

technicians of both Polymer Science and Medical Biology lab. Joop Voorenkamp, Gert

Alberda, Harry Nijland, José Plantinga, Xavier Gallego y van Seijen, Linda Brouwer and

Martin Schipper - thank you for sharing your expertise with me and also for very

pleasant non-work related conversations.

When I came to the Netherlands, I was immediately confronted with a lot of

administrative issues and received loads of letters in Dutch. I was very happy to have

Hilda Trof translate them for me. After Hilda, along came Karin. My dear, from the very

beginning you were much more than a secretary of the department. Thank you for

sharing so many laughs and cries with me and for taking a good care of me when I was

down. My mom is very grateful to you too.

During my PhD time, I supervised eight undergraduate and graduate students. A lot of

research they performed found its place in this thesis. I would especially like to thank:

Frans Roukes (my first, guinea pig student, sorry I was not a better supervisor to you),

Maarten Bruinsma, Andrea Löber and Gerwin Engels. Your hard work, dedication and

enthusiasm contributed to both a very good work relationship as well as a better quality

of this thesis.

For sharing good and bad with me at the work floor of the two labs, I am grateful to the

following AIOs, PostDocs and Master students: Ralf Heijkants, Ralph van Calck, Jeroen

van der Vlist, Rutger Knoop, Hans Luinge, Kim Pauwels, Jindra Purmova, Harry

Schooltmeijer, Leendert Schwab, Wouter Kloosterman, Jeroen Luijten, Irina Fundeanu,

Gerard Nijboer, Bertwin Alberts, Gerrit Gobius du Sart, Joost de Wit, Nicoleta Voicu,

Guido Krenning, Jan-Renier, Barry, Machteld, Martine, Jasper, Mirjam, Sander and

Nynke.

Dear Ralf & Ralph, thank you for introducing me to the world of biomedical

polyurethanes. Jeroen, Gerard and Bertwin, thank you for all the fun at work and “op

stap”. Dear Irina, I could not wish for a better office mate! Thank you for listening and
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caring and for loads of fun we had together on conferences and parties. Guido, thank

you for being patient with me and for being there for all my biology-related questions.

You are truly a great scientist and I am sure you will achieve everything you set your

mind to. Dear Mirjam, thank you for all the nice conversations we had and for inviting

me to your wedding. Sander, thank you very much for translating the Summary chapter

to Dutch, I could have not done it without your help.

Gerrit and Femke, you were the first Dutch couple to invite me into your home, I will

never forget it. It was an honor to sing at your wedding, although I thought I could have

done much better than I did (but I did try my best!). With the little one on the way, I

wish you many more happy and healthy years together. Enjoy the blessing of

parenthood; I am sure you will do a great job!

From the first day my contract with the University ended, I started working at InnoCore

Technologies. Employing somebody with such a heavy burden of an unfinished PhD

thesis was a brave decision. Theo, thank you for trusting me and for providing me with

possibilities to finish writing this thesis. Aukje, thank you for helping me with

administrative issues and for supporting me when I was feeling low. I would like to

express my gratitude to all the employees of InnoCore and PolyVation for the interest

they showed in the progress I was making with the thesis and for all the gezelligheid.

Dear Sonja, Christine, Maarten, Aad and Jaap thank you for being good colleagues and

good friends.

These last eight years have blessed me with so many true friendships, so many people
that open their arms and heart for me. Even though I do not frequently see all of them, I
know that they will always be there for me, without any need of explanation. My dear
Romanian girls: Aurora Bătinaş, Aurora Morariu and Nicoleta, thank you for all the coffee 
drinking sessions and for being so close to me, like Serbia is to Romania. It was so
important for me to have somebody to relate to in this city at the beginning and you
made me feel at home. Efi and Viktor, I will always remember our “Images” evenings
after work. You listened to my frustrations and helped me to stand tall again every time,
thank you so much. Dear Petros, thank you for all the parties, inspiring discussions about
life and science and your older brother attitude (although you are six years younger than
me). Thank you for taking on the demanding task of being my paranimf.

In the last phase of this, as it at moments seemed to be, a never-ending story, I shared
the house with Mira and Katica. Girls, thank you for putting up with me, for tolerating my
lack of time to devote to house cleaning and for not complaining about loud music and
my singing. I wish you all the luck with finishing your PhDs, finding a satisfying job and
starting your families.
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My dear ex-Yu community: Branislava, Diana, Sonja, Primož, Dejan, Andrija, Andrea &
Goran, Dusko & Jelena J., Jelena K., Milena, Bore, Mirko, Sreten & Mira and many more
“newcomers”, thank you for taking my mind off of problems and all the partying.

Besides partying, singing has always been a very good way to get rid of stress. For the
last three years, I have been lucky to be a member of one of the best choirs in
Groningen, Moderato Cantabile. I want to thank the choir conductor, Nana
Tchikhinashvili and all the choir members for making music together. Through singing, a
part of the frustrations I felt were transformed into something positive and beautiful.
While we are still in a music scene, I would like to thank: Chris & Fredau, Bert & Imah,
Hans & Signaira, Diederik & José, Choco & Rita, Raffy and Rob for asking me about “het
boekje” and for providing good vibes in every way.

There is one more place in The Netherlands where I feel at home and that is
Wageningen. Tucked in green, small, cute and very international, this place open its
arms to me through my best friend Mirjana and her friends (my so-called “second hand
friends”): Hans and Rocio, Muriel and David, Vesela and Mark, Eline, Carien and
Neslihan. Thank you guys for spending so many lovely weekends with me.

Dear Nataša, thank you for helping me going through some gray moments of the first
year in the NL. We did a lot of shopping together to compensate!

From the bottom of my heart I thank all my faithful friends in Serbia: Ivana & Nebojša,
Uros & Jelena, Jelena & Saša. Thank you for never forgetting my birthday and for all
your love and support in the last eight years. It comforts me to know that I can always
count on you.

I wish to thank the whole parish of the Russian Orthodox Church in Groningen,
especially Father Onufy and Father Yevsevy. Thank you for your spiritual guidance and
everything you have done for me. My dear choir mates: Nana, Laura, Harry, Adriaan,
Vika and Nadja, didi madloba, mult’umesc, bedankt, спасибо for singing and praying
together.

Nemanja, prijatelju, thank you for coming to the Department! It was great to have
somebody so positive to cheer everybody up. Thank you for being open and
understanding. Although I really miss our jokes and some other not so light
conversations, I wish you a lot of success and happiness in Serbia. I am glad you will
return the favor and be my paranimf.

Saša, the one and only ex-cimeru, thank you for putting up with me for such a long
time. I am deeply grateful for all our spiritual and philosophical discussions. You helped
me find my way and supported me to stay on it. Dear Vesna, thank you for having such
a warm heart and for your ability to listen. You and Saša are like family and I hope the
distance will not harm our relationship.
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My dearest Mirjana, you are responsible that I started sending application letters for
PhDs in the Netherlands, and eventually landed in Groningen. You influenced me in so
many ways and helped me fight some tough personal issues. I am truly grateful and
proud to have you as a friend. I am honored that Mlađan and you asked me to be your 
Kum, I hope I will prove to be a good choice. Since I know you would not approve of me
addressing you in English, let me just say пуно вас волим и надам се да ништа неће 
угрозити наше пријатељство.

A little more than two years ago, I met my special guy and immediately got accepted by
his family with arms wide open. Beste Roberta, Henk, Eric, Maarten en Nienke, heel erg
bedankt voor jullie steun. Ik hoop nog vele jaren te kunnen genieten van jullie
gezelligheid.

Желим још да се захвалим мојој куми Драгани и породицама Живадиновић и 
Ћојбашић на љубави и бризи о мени у далеком свету и мојим најрођенијим – мами, 
тати и брату. Драги моји Славице, Драгане и Ђорђе, хвала вам што ме безусловно 
волите и подржавате све ове године. 

My dear Thomas, thank you for making me happy for the last two years. With you by my
side everything makes more sense. Now that my thesis is done, I hope we can start
building our life together. Ik ben ontzettend trots op je, ik hou van je, en ik hoop dat we
nog heel lang en gelukkig samen kunnen zijn.




