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Appendix A

Sample stories

A.1 News story about Mexico

MEXICO: Recovery excitement brings Mexican markets to life.

Headline: Recovery excitement brings Mexican markets to life.

By: Henry Tricks

Reuters

MEXICO CITY

Emerging evidence that Mexico’s economy was back on the recovery track
sent Mexican markets into a buzz of excitement Tuesday, with stocks closing
at record highs and interest rates at 19-month lows.

”Mexico has been trying to stage a recovery since the beginning of this year
and it’s always been getting ahead of itself in terms of fundamentals,” said
Matthew Hickman of Lehman Brothers in New York.

”Now we’re at the point where the fundamentals are with us. The history is
now falling out of view.”

That history is one etched into the minds of all investors in Mexico: an
economy in crisis since December 1994, a free-falling peso and stubbornly
high interest rates.
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This week, however, second-quarter gross domestic product was reported
up 7.2 percent, much stronger than most analysts had expected. Interest
rates on government Treasury bills, or Cetes, in the secondary market fell on
Tuesday to 23.90 percent, their lowest level since Jan. 25, 1995.

The stock market’s main price index rallied 77.12 points, or 2.32 percent,
to a record 3,401.79 points, with volume at a frenzied 159.89 million shares.

Confounding all expectations has been the strength of the peso, which ended
higher in its longer-term contracts on Tuesday despite the secondary Cetes
drop and expectations of lower benchmark rates in Tuesday’s weekly auction.

With U.S. long-term interest rates expected to remain steady after the Fed-
eral Reserve refrained from raising short-term rates on Tuesday, the attrac-
tion of Mexico, analysts say, is that it offers robust returns for foreigners and
growing confidence that they will not fall victim to a crumbling peso.

”The focus is back on Mexican fundamentals,” said Lars Schonander, head
of researcher at Santander in Mexico City. ”You have a continuing decline in
inflation, a stronger-than-expected GDP growth figure and the lack of any
upward move in U.S. rates.”

Other factors were also at play, said Felix Boni, head of research at James
Capel in Mexico City, such as positive technicals and economic uncertainty
in Argentina, which has put it and neighbouring Brazil’s markets at risk.

”There’s a movement out of South American markets into Mexico,” he said.
But Boni was also wary of what he said could be ”a lot of hype.”

The economic recovery was still export-led, and evidence was patchy that
the domestic consumer was back with a vengeance. Also, corporate earnings
need to grow strongly to justify the run-up in the stock market, he said.

A.2 News story about Thailand

THAILAND: Thais hunt for Australian jail breaker.

Headline: Thais hunt for Australian jail breaker.

Reuters
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BANGKOK

Thailand has launched a manhunt for an [Australian] who escaped from
a high security prison in Bangkok while awaiting trial on drug possession
charges, officials said on Thursday.

Daniel Westlake, 46, from Victoria, made the first successful escape from
Klongprem prison in the northern outskirts of the capital on Sunday night.He
was believed by prison officials to still be in Thailand.

We have ordered a massive hunt for him and I am quite confident we will
get him soon, Vivit Chatuparisut, deputy director general of the Correction
Department, told Reuters.

Westlake, arrested in December 1993 and charged with heroin trafficking,
sawed the iron grill off his cell window and climbed down the prison’s five-
metre (15-foot) wall on a rope made from bed sheets, Vivit said. The correc-
tions department was probing the escape and had ordered all foreign inmates
chained to prevent more breakouts.

There are 266 Westerners, including six Australians, in the prison, most
awaiting trial on drugs charges. There also are about 5,000 Thai inmates in
Klongprem, a prison official said.

A.3 News story about Lake Victoria

11 Die in Lake Victoria Plane Crash

By VOA News

09 March 2009

Ugandan authorities said a Soviet-era plane has crashed into Lake Victo-
ria, killing all 11 people on board.

The Ilyushin 76 aircraft was carrying supplies to African Union peacekeepers
in Somalia Monday when it caught fire and plunged into the water, shortly
after takeoff from Entebbe International Airport.
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The cause of the crash is under investigation.

Uganda’s information minister, Kabakumba Matsiko, said the crash killed
three senior Burundian military officers, two Ugandans, an Indian, a South
African and four Russian crew members.

Russian media said the crew consisted of two Russians and two Ukraini-
ans.

Uganda and Burundi both provide soldiers to the AU mission in Somalia,
where the interim government is battling an Islamist insurgency.

Air crashes are not unusual in Africa, where many airlines fly old planes.



Appendix B

GeoCLEF topics

B.1 GeoCLEF 2005 English topic titles

GC001 Shark Attacks off Australia and California

GC002 Vegetable Exporters of Europe

GC003 AI in Latin America

GC004 Actions against the fur industry in Europe and the U.S.A.

GC005 Japanese Rice Imports

GC006 Oil Accidents and Birds in Europe

GC007 Trade Unions in Europe

GC008 Milk Consumption in Europe

GC009 Child Labor in Asia

GC010 Flooding in Holland and Germany

GC011 Roman cities in the UK and Germany

GC012 Cathedrals in Europe

GC013 Visits of the American president to Germany

GC014 Environmentally hazardous Incidents in the North Sea

GC015 Consequences of the genocide in Rwanda
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GC016 Oil prospecting and ecological problems in Siberia and the
Caspian Sea

GC017 American Troops in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina

GC018 Walking holidays in Scotland

GC019 Golf tournaments in Europe

GC020 Wind power in the Scottish Islands

GC021 Sea rescue in North Sea

GC022 Restored buildings in Southern Scotland

GC023 Murders and violence in South-West Scotland

GC024 Factors influencing tourist industry in Scottish Highlands

GC025 Environmental concerns in and around the Scottish Trossachs

B.2 GeoCLEF 2006 English topic titles

GC026 Wine regions around rivers in Europe

GC027 Cities within 100km of Frankfurt

GC028 Snowstorms in North America

GC029 Diamond trade in Angola and South Africa

GC030 Car bombings near Madrid

GC031 Combats and embargo in the northern part of Iraq

GC032 Independence movement in Quebec

GC033 International sports competitions in the Ruhr area

GC034 Malaria in the tropics

GC035 Credits to the former Eastern Bloc

GC036 Automotive industry around the Sea of Japan

GC037 Archeology in the Middle East



B.3. GeoCLEF 2007 English topic titles 165

GC038 Solar or lunar eclipse in Southeast Asia

GC039 Russian troops in the southern Caucasus

GC040 Cities near active volcanoes

GC041 Shipwrecks in the Atlantic Ocean

GC042 Regional elections in Northern Germany

GC043 Scientific research in New England Universities

GC044 Arms sales in former Yugoslavia

GC045 Tourism in Northeast Brazil

GC046 Forest fires in Northern Portugal

GC047 Champions League games near the Mediterranean

GC048 Fishing in Newfoundland and Greenland

GC049 ETA in France

GC050 Cities along the Danube and the Rhine

B.3 GeoCLEF 2007 English topic titles

10.2452/51-GC: Oil and gas extraction found between the UK and the
Continent.

10.2452/52-GC: Crime near St Andrews.

10.2452/53-GC: Scientific research at east coast Scottish Universities.

10.2452/54-GC: Damage from acid rain in northern Europe.

10.2452/55-GC: Deaths caused by avalanches occurring in Europe, but
not in the Alps.

10.2452/56-GC: Lakes with monsters.

10.2452/57-GC: Whisky making in the Scottlsh Islands.

10.2452/58-GC: Travel problems at major airports near to London.

10.2452/59-GC: Meetings of the Andean Community of Nations (CAN).
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10.2452/60-GC: Casualties in fights in Nagorno-Karabakh.

10.2452/61-GC: Airplane crashes close to Russian cities.

10.2452/62-GC: OSCE meetings in Eastern Europe.

10.2452/63-GC: Water quality along coastlines of the Mediterranean
Sea.

10.2452/64-GC: Sport events in the french speaking part of Switzer-
land.

10.2452/65-GC: Free elections in Africa.

10.2452/66-GC: Economy at the Bosphorus.

10.2452/67-GC: F1 circuits where Ayrton Senna competed in 1994.

10.2452/68-GC: Rivers with floods.

10.2452/69-GC: Death on the Himalaya.

10.2452/70-GC: Tourist attractions in Northern Italy.

10.2452/71-GC: Social problems in greater Lisbon.

10.2452/72-GC: Beaches with sharks.

10.2452/73-GC: Events at St. Paul’s Cathedral.

10.2452/74-GC: Ship traffic around the Portuguese islands.

10.2452/75-GC: Violation of human rights in Burma.


