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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

Esther Bouma was born on December 19th, 1976 in Haarlem. She grew up in 

Hillegom and Hoogeveen. In 1998 she began her study Biology at the 

University of Groningen, which marked the starting point for her scientific 

interest in human behaviour. In 2001 she attended a three-month course 

(Developmental Biology) at Lund University, Sweden. In her Master year she 

was involved in three projects that all concerned sexual behaviour (Mating 

behaviour of modern women, The biological function of jealousy and Offfspring’ 

sex ratio adjustment in the blue tit). After her graduation in 2004 she was a 

research assistant (Psychophysiological assessment of sexual function in 

women after rectal cancer) at the Gynaecology and Obstetrics department of 

the University Medical Centre in Groningen (UMCG). In September 2005 she 

started her PhD project at the Interdisciplinary Centre for Psychiatric 

Epidemiology (ICPE) and the Behavioural and Cognitive Neuroscience (BCN) 

graduate school which resulted in this dissertation. 

 

Esther is currently appointed as postdoctoral researcher at the ICPE in 

Groningen, The Netherlands, where she will continue her work on gene-

environment interactions in the development of depressive symptoms in 

adolescence.  
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