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Marlieke Elizabeth Adriana was born on April 3rd 1981 in Breda, the Netherlands. 

After passing her secondary school exams at the Nassau Scholengemeenschap 

in 1999, she studied Biomedical Health Sciences at the Radboud University of 

Nijmegen. She finished Masters in movement sciences and epidemiology with a 

minor in infectious diseases. Her first internship was with the Medical Research 

Council in Fajara, The Gambia. There she studied mother-to-child-transmission of 

HIV-1 and HIV-2 under the guidance of Marianne van der Sande. During her second 

internship she used mathematical models to predict the therapeutic combination 

most effective for reducing the transmission of lymphatic filariasis. This was 

supervised by Wilma Stolk at Erasmus MC Rotterdam, and resulted in a scientific 

article. Since 2004, she has worked as an epidemiologist at the National Institute 

for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) in Bilthoven. From 2004 to 2009, 

she was part of the management team of the European Antimicrobial Resistance 

Surveillance System (EARSS). Between 2007 and 2010, she also participated in the 

Burden of Antibiotic Resistance in European Nations (BURDEN) project, under the 

guidance of Hajo Grundmann. The analyses of the data provided by this European 

project became the basis for most of the articles in this thesis. During recent years, 

she finalised her dissertation and worked on projects concerning antimicrobial 

resistance in the Netherlands. Her work has resulted in several international 

publications, of which five are included in this thesis. After this well-demarcated 

point in her career, Marlieke has decided to broaden her horizons. Over the coming 

year(s) she will be traveling around the world on her motorbike together with her 

partner Paul. (www.worldwander.nl)




