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Curriculum Vitae

Iwas born in Bandung on December 22nd, 1964. It was very clear from the start that my life
would be full of challenges. Soon after my birth, my parents took me with them to the heart

of the jungle of Borneo: Palangkaraya. Thereafter, until my highschool time, life seemed to
be a continuous change of neighbours, schools and friends, as the family followed my father
who, because of his work, had to move to a new place about every three years. However, after
my 13th birtday, my parents decided that it is best if I just studied in Bandung. So, I and my
sister were left in Bandung while they were galivanting around the archipelago, with my other
much younger sister and brother.

My interest in stars was awakened when I was about 10. My English teacher taught the
pupils that very song ‘twinkle, twinkle little star ...’, not realising that she was about to change
my life forever. We had to translate the song, and I was struck by the line ‘how I wonder what
you are’. There was no stopping since then and it was not a hard thing for me to choose what
to study after I finished highschool in 1983. Yes, Astronomy, the study of stars.

The only place to do this in Indonesia is at the Institute Teknologi Bandung. (ITB) where
I had a swell of time. In my spare time, I joined a team at the Bosscha Observatory who gave
lectures to the public and guide them around the observatory during public visits. I enjoyed
this challenge immensely. It was so satisfying when the public – a broad one indeed, from
school children to the members of the Navy, seemed to understand my lecture and return many
questions. I was also working as an assistant observer at the Observatory (1989-1990). Even
singing brought me challenges. I was an active member of the ITB Student choir. We won
many competitions, and gave performances and concerts. Another challenge I faced during
my university years was how to keep the hockey ball off my shins. My student life ended
in 1991, when I was graduated. But the relation with my almamater continued as I worked
there as a student assistant and then an assistant lecturer at the Astronomy Departement of
ITB (1991-1993).

Then another challenge was thrown by Dr. Karel van der Hucht. At first it was whether
I’d like to do a research project on Wolf-Rayet stars. So, I made a couple of visits to Utrecht
(1991 and 1992), to work with him. But then the ‘real thing’ was asked: whether I can do this
for my PhD. I took this challenge.
During my PhD studenship, I made observations with various telescopes at the LaSilla Obser-
vatory of ESO, the JCMT on Hawaii, and at the JKT in La Palma. I was also a guest observer
at the IUE Observatory at Villafranca in Spain, and visited the RAL in Oxford as a follow up
of the IUE work. I presented the results of my work at IAU Symposia no. 163 and 193 (in
Elba and Mexico), and at various workshops and colloquia (a.o. in Thailand, Gent, Onsala,
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Antwerpen). Between 1994 and 1996, I gave lectures for Indonesian listeners on the Wereld
Omroep of Radio Nederland. I was honoured with the Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship
from the Rotary Foundation, which was used to finance the first year of my PhD. The Univer-
sity of Utrecht granted a scholarship for 20 month, and thereafter I was employed as AIO by
the Rijksuniversiteit Groningen.

However, the sweetest challenge was asked by Nicholas David Whyborn: whether we can
join forces to raise a family. I seem to like challenges, and so I took that one as well. We were
married in Bandung in 1995, and the blossom to our blissful union came in 1997 when our
son, Alasdair Graham Bijaksana was born. He may be an answer to the challenge, but surely
he brought many others with him, though all are lovely ones.

I will be taking a one-year post-doc position (CSIRO Indonesian postdoctoral fellowship)
at the Australia Telescope National Facility, Australia. Yet another challenge to face ...
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