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Propositions accompanying the dissertation ‘Implementing the Kyoto Mechanisms: Political 

Barriers and Path Dependence’ by Edwin Woerdman 

 

 

1. The term ‘win-win’ instrument that was used by several scientists and some policy-makers 

to cheer the effectiveness and efficiency properties of emissions trading lost its popularity 

among them in the course of the nineties once (and because) the instrument moved from 

economic theory to political practice.  

 

2. The implication of the Coase Theorem, noted in the (law and) economics literature, that 

trade-offs between efficiency and equity can be avoided when allocating emission rights does 

not mean that choices between an efficiency and equity view on the allocation of emission 

rights can also be avoided, once applied to specific and concrete laws.  

 

3. Many economists are surprised that international trading in greenhouse gas emission 

permits is not (readily) politically acceptable simply because they are (or because they are 

simple) economists, and many political scientists turn economic theory on emissions trading 

into a caricature simply because they are (or because they are simple) political scientists.  

 

4. Emissions trading does not imply less government intervention, but rather different forms 

of government intervention.  

 

5. Perceptions rule politics. 

 

6. Normative analysis (e.g. Haddad and Palmisano, 2001) is not the same as a positive 

analysis of norms (e.g. Woerdman, this dissertation).  

 

7. The existence of refereed journals makes co-promotors largely unnecessary.  

 



8. Because the promotion rules (‘promotiereglement’) of the University of Groningen only 

require that a proposition (‘stelling’) should be scientifically defensible, propositions can also 

be theoretical findings or empirical observations.  

 

9. Because there are more people that prefer to read the short list of propositions (‘stellingen’) 

to a dissertation than the dissertation itself, the requirement to write such propositions should 

be confined to a requirement to formulate five to ten one-liners that reflect the most 

significant and/or surprising research results.  

 

10. The view that ‘market-based instruments have moved center stage’ (Stavins, 2002: 15) 

does not recognize that some market-based instruments have moved more to the center than 

others as a result of path-dependence.  
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