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Abbreviations

α-SMA Alpha-smooth muscle actin, a marker for interstitial myofibroblast transforma-
tion, an early sign of interstitial fibrosis

APOE Apolipoprotein E, plays a role in receptor-mediated uptake of lipoprotein particles

CKD Chronic kidney disease

CYP24A1 gene encoding 24-hydroxylase, the deactivator of vitamin D

CYP27B1 gene encoding 1α-hydroxylase, the activator of vitamin D

DBP Vitamin D binding protein, transports vitamin D in the circulation

eGFR Estimated glomerular filtration rate, a measure for renal function

ESRD End stage renal disease

FGS Focal glomerular sclerosis

GFR Glomerular filtration rate, regarded as the renal function

LD Linkage disequilibrium, association of alleles in a frequency different from what is
expected based on random recombination

NMD Nonsense mediated decay, degradation of mRNA transcripts caused by genetic
variation

QTL Quantitative trait locus/loci, area in the genome associated with a certain pheno-
type

SNP Single nucleotide polymorphism, DNA sequence variation occurring in a single nu-
cleotide

TLR Toll like receptor, plays a role in the innate immune system

VDBP Vitamin D binding protein, transports vitamin D in the circulation

VDR Vitamin D receptor, enables vitamin D to exert its actions
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