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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 Mark P. Connolly was born in 1965 in Toledo, Ohio, in the United States. After 
completing his secondary education Mark joined the United States Coast 
Guard where he worked as a search and rescue Coxswain in California and 
Texas. After completing his military career Mark started his tertiary education 
where he completed a Bachelors degree in Biology (Honours) at the University 
of Toledo in Ohio and went on to complete a Masters degree in Pharmacology 
at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 

After completing his tertiary education Mark migrated to Australia where 
he worked as a basic research scientist at the Victor Chang Cardiac Research 
Institute. After several years working as a biochemist Mark changed careers 
and started to work as a health economist with a pharmaceutical consultancy 
in Sydney. While working as a health economist Mark applied health 
economic analyses to support pharmaceutical reimbursement applications 
to the Australian Pharmaceutical Benefi ts Advisory Committee. While living 
in Australia Mark supplement his work experience by pursuing an advanced 
degree in health economics. The health economics program was initially 
administered by Sydney University and was later moved to the Curtin 
University of Technology in Perth where Mark completed his Masters degree 
in Health Economics. Mark’s Master thesis investigated the impact of patient 
co-payments on prescription drug utilisation in Australia. In addition to his 
academic pursuits, while in Australia Mark also became a permanent resident 
of Australia and later naturalised as an Australian Citizen. 

From 1999 to 2007 Mark worked for several diff erent pharmaceutical 
companies in Australia, United Kingdom and Switzerland. During his work he 
developed a range of interests in health economics. In particular, he developed 
an interest in applied health economics methods to aid healthcare decision-
making. His interests also included the role of the patient in healthcare 
delivery and in particular how costs infl uence demand for healthcare. 

In 2005 Mark started research to support his doctoral thesis while he worked 
at Ferring Pharmaceuticals in Switzerland as the Director of Pricing and Health 
Economics. His early doctoral work was to develop alternative methods for 
valuing ‘live births’ achieved through assisted reproductive technologies 
(i.e. in vitro-fertilisation). This early research in this area led to considerable 
interest from academia, media and industry. Because of the response to his 
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work Mark decided to complete his doctoral studies at the University of 
Groningen in The Netherlands working with Professor Maarten Postma. 
Mark’s current work entails adopting the IVF health investment framework 
that was developed for his thesis to other medical technologies. During this 
period Mark also started an independent health economics consultancy in 
Switzerland which advises numerous medical technology fi rms. 

Mark currently lives in Switzerland with his wife Ai Li and two children Shi Qi 
and Ronan aged 11 and 2, respectively. 

Author contact details: mark@gmasoln.com




