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IMPACT OF RESEARCH

The health investment model described here represented a novel approach 
for valuing fertility treatment outcomes compared with past research in this 
area. Because of this unique approach it attracted considerable academic, 
media, and political attention. The results were fi rst released as an abstract 
at the Annual Meeting of the European Society for Human Reproduction and 
Embryology (ESHRE) in 2006 with the following citation. 

Ledger W, Gallo F, Hoorens S, Ziebe S, Connolly M. Present discounted value of 
children born using IVF compared with naturally conceived children: A simplifi ed 
UK tax calculation. Human Reproduction 2006; 21(Suppl 1); i74. Human Reproduction 2006; 21(Suppl 1); i74. Human Reproduction

We briefl y catalogue some of the attention that the fi rst abstract attracted: 

• BBC News, IVF ‘good for British economy’ 19 June 2006.
•  Telegraph, Higher spending on IVF ‘would boost economy’ 20 June 

2006 
•  Times Online, Junk medicine: IVF treatment 24 June 2006
•  Guardian, Free IVF for all would ease pensions crisis, say researchers 

20 June 2006
• New York Times, Freakonomics Blog 20 June 2006 
•  Journal of Medical Ethics•  Journal of Medical Ethics•  , State-funded IVF will make us rich... or will 

it? Commentary by Anna Smajdor. 
•  Medical News Today, Test-Tube Babies Profi table Business For The 

State, Europe 02 December 2008 (Article refers to publication by 
Svensson et al published in SJPH). et al published in SJPH). et al




