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7.1 General Overview 
The aims of the project were reflected in the research question which was formulated as: 

"What type of methodologies applicable to end-use household energy-consumption, 

environmental awareness, and road-traffic analysis are suitable to apply in Eastern-

European cities and households, under which conditions can they be applied, and how can 

the transfer of this knowledge best take place?” 
This research aimed to benefit all the actors involved by focusing on the exchange of 

available knowledge. A central part hereof was the integration of that knowledge within the 

existing network in Bra_ov and Romania, i.e. to insure that the information is adapted in such 

a way that it can be used within the Romanian context or applications. 

This question was divided into three parts: 

1. What type of methodologies applicable to end-use household energy-consumption and 

roadtraffic analysis are suitable to apply in Eastern-European cities and households? 

This first aim deals with establishing which of the methods available to the IVEM and in the 

Netherlands which deal with household energy consumption and road traffic are suitable for 

use in Bra_ov. A number of methods were analyzed, ranging from computer programs, 

questionnaires and theoretical concepts. The methods which proved useful all shared a 

number of characteristics: they were available at low costs and were flexible enough to be 

adapted to the Romanian conditions. This is closely tied to the two other aims of the project. 

2. Under which conditions can these methods be applied? 

The second aim deals with the conditions under which these methods are applicable. The 

most prevalent obstacle encountered in this research was the availability of, and access to 

data. Once a method proved flexible enough to be adapted in the first place, it was still 

necessary to find the right type of data to be able use the program in Bra_ov. Many good 

programs that could be used to evaluate environmental issues on city-scale were rejected as a 

pilot project due to the vast amount of (socioeconomic) data needed to use them. This type of 

data was either not available, or difficult to access on a short notice. 

3. How can the transfer or exchange of this knowledge best take place? 

The third aim was to ascertain how the transfer of this knowledge can best take place, and is 

closely entwined with the first two aims. This project, and thus the exchange of knowledge 

would not have been possible without working closely with the Romanian partners. These 

include ABMEE and the Science Shop of course, but the cooperation with the Romanian 

students and other university staff also proved to be invaluable. Without this cooperation, the 

project would have stayed a “theoretical exercise”. During this cooperation, many “hidden” 

avenues to more information were revealed, as were some unexpected social aspects. These 

social factors more often than not proved problematic (e.g. the “taboo” concerning giving 

financial information), but at the same time added extra challenges to the project which 

helped the Dutch partners get more insight in the applicability of the methods. 

The next section gives a more elaborate overview of the conclusions related to the individual 

pilots and to the project as a whole. 

 


