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Between Personal Experience  
and Detached Information

The Development of the Reportage and  

Reporting in Great Britain, the Netherlands 

and France, 1880-2005

Frank Harbers

1 Studying the development of journalism history 
ideally entails a multi-faceted, longitudinal analysis 
of: the institutional organization of the domain; the 
contemporary debates about journalistic standards and 
practices; and the actual textual output, showing the 
dynamic interaction between them.

2	 Statements by journalists about journalism practices 
as well as their memories and recollections should all 
be acknowledged as inherently strategic behavior and 
analyzed as such. In that respect journalism studies can 
take heed from the tradition in poetics research that is 
conducted within literary studies.

3 In the use of notions like ‘objectivity’ and ‘facts’ press 
historians too often assume that their meaning is stable 
and unproblematic, disregarding the historicity of such 
concepts. 

4 There is nothing wrong with an openly normative 
assessment of journalistic developments, but presenting 
an internalized set of normative standards as the 
natural state of journalism practice results in reductive 
historiography.

5 Le reportage est le genre roi du journalisme (freely 
based on Denis Ruellan (2007: 89))

6 The development of journalism and literature 
should be studied in their interdependence as domains 
circulating knowledge about the world. 

7 Digital humanities’ focus on quantitative methods 
of sampling and gathering large datasets needs to be 
extended to the development of analytical tools to help 
analyze such large datasets.

8 Qualitative research, such as interpretive forms 
of textual analysis, does not lack an adequate 
methodology, yet such approaches could benefit from 
more attention to and reflection on their research 
design and methodological choices.

9 Although the digitization of newspapers is developing 
quickly, most newspaper databases, particularly in 
Britain, are still shaped and organized with a general 
lay public, interested mostly in anniversary editions, 
in mind, rather than on scholars who want to study the 
newspapers themselves.

10 Treating PhD candidates as students instead of 
employees does not only mean squandering one of the 
few competitive features to attract scholarly talent, it is 
also unfair from a professional-ethical perspective. 

11 The fact that the debate on the possibility of variable 
lengths of a PhD project never envisions the process 
and related funding becoming longer when necessary, 
unmasks the underlying aim of cost reduction.

 12 The way the French and British newspaper archives 
are organized shows bureaucracy in optima forma.

13 The tragic beauty of being a press historian is that on 
breaks your relaxation is reading the newspaper.
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