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Propositions 
Belonging to the dissertation of Felix Schirmann 

 

The Good, the Bad, and the Brain:  

Theory and History of the Neuroscience of Morality  

 

1. Prior to the last two decades brain research on morality was scarce; a full-

fledged neuroscience of morality has developed only recently.  

2. For the majority of the last 200 years, brain research on morality targeted 

immorality – rather than morality. 

3. In the past, the introduction of novel methods and theories sparked new 

brain research on morality and shaped the object of research.  

4. Scientific representations of morality in the brain are contingent upon the 

prevailing theories of brain functioning that dominate scientific thinking in a 

respective historical context.  

5. The epistemological, conceptual, and normative problems inherent in the 

neuroscience of morality have been discussed since the nineteenth century 

and continue to pose a challenge to researching morality via the brain.  

6. Thus far, neuroscience of morality has yielded interesting, yet tentative and 

controversial evidence.  

 


