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Preface 

 
My research began in October 2007 at the Clingendael International Energy Programme 
(CIEP) after I finished my master’s thesis for Economics (specialisation Finance) and In-
ternational Relations at the University of Groningen during an internship at Dutch Gas-
unie. With the advent of the 2006 Ukraine gas crisis, gas supply security began featuring 
more prominently in discussions amongst policy-makers, politicians and industry leaders, 
and the geopolitical fallout was covered feverishly by the media. In tandem, pipeline in-
vestments of the government-controlled gas company Gazprom gained attention as well. 
As the financial and economic crisis of 2008-2009 began and unfolded, the context for 
this research project changed drasticallly.  
 
Given the research I carried out for my master’s thesis on Russian gas in Europe, the doc-
toral research challenge for me consisted of taking that research much further. In my ca-
pacity as a researcher at CIEP, I faced the challenge of internalising the relevant theoretical 
and empirical aspects in a relatively short period of time. The research really gained focus 
when, in an ad hoc manner, I continued with the project in partnership with my fellow 
PhD candidate Timothy Boon von Ochssée from the spring of 2008 onwards. We found 
that by combining our respective skill sets and knowledge on gas matters through team-
work, we could come to new insights. This cooperation has proven to be as inspirational as 
it was unique. Together, we found a framework with which both our research objectives 
could be pursued. 
 
This study differs from the typical doctoral endeavours on energy in general, and gas in 
particular, in that it is a multi-disciplinary effort at explaining the complexities Russia and 
Gazprom face in an uncertain and dynamic interregional gas market. It strives to highlight 
the economic-strategic aspects of gas infrastructure investments and their impact on mar-
ket structures.  
 
I hope this study will make a timely contribution to ongoing and future discussions on 
overall gas market developments, particularly as far as gas infrastructure investments are 
concerned. 
 
The Hague/Amsterdam, May 2010                        Tom Smeenk 
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