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PANEL ABSTRACT 
 

As a rule, the diffusion of collective identity and memory comes with an agency. 

Communities and population groups do not decide collectively on their identity, nor do 

they unanimously choose which part of their traditions better support and shape their 

sense of belonging and identification. Usually, the elites are in a position to formulate, 

transform, and even create, myths and traditions advocating specific perceptions of 

community and society. On a regional level and beyond, powerful players attempted to 

interact with local communities in order to impose their versions of local and wider 

identities. Reversely, within individual communities, tendencies of affiliation to more 

powerful political authorities developed, not always with success. Modern scholars of 

memory and identity often come across a wide range of possible reactions to the 

dissemination of specific messages and standard sets of indicia of co-belonging. A 

typology of reactions to super-imposed collective identities, however, is a near-

impossible task. Nonetheless, a study of relevant reactions at the local and the regional 

level can shed some light on aspects of the use of memory as a political instrument. Those 

aspects can be determined by examining how Greek communities used to function and 

adapt to a changing actual and conceptual environment. Our panel brings together 

scholars researching different themes, regions, periods, and subjects. A wide range of 

cases from many different locales – the Peloponnese, north-western Greece, Athens, Italy, 

and Asia Minor – will be discussed, tackling issues of memory, identity, and interstate 

relations. Our interdisciplinary panel will offer a fresh insight on various processes of 

identity formation, in and beyond the polis. All in all, we will investigate the range of 

potential strategies and pathways that different Greek communities opted for when 

conversing with powerful local or regional authorities. 

 

  



3 

CA 2018, UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER (APRIL 6TH-9TH) 
[PANEL] IDENTITY IN AND BEYOND THE POLIS: LOCAL RESPONSES TO EXTERNAL 

CHANGES AND CHALLENGES 

 

 

Panel Abstracts 

PAPER ABSTRACTS 
 

The Importance of Being Aeolian in Hellenistic Asia Minor 

 

Stefanos Apostolou 

University of Nottingham, United Kingdom 

[Stefanos.Apostolou@nottingham.ac.uk] 

 

The Aeolian phyletic affiliation of Greek poleis between the river Hermus and Pitane 

emerges in full already by the middle of the 5th century BCE (cf. Hdt 1.151). In the late 

classical period, foundation myths outside the tale of migration were circulating in 

scholarly circles, alluding to an earlier putative time before the coming of the Greeks. 

Myths of Amazons as founders of Aeolian poleis were restricted to the narrow coastal 

strip defined by Herodotus as the union of the twelve Aeolian poleis, the core of Aeolian 

identity. It was only in the late Hellenistic period that these scholarly discourses acquired 

an emic character, traceable in the numismatic and epigraphical record of Cyme alone.  

This paper aims to investigate the importance of phyletic identity in the Hellenistic 

period when new opportunities and challenges raised in Asia Minor and to explore local 

responses to supra-polis identities. The consolidation of Troy to the north-west of the 

peninsula, its new centrality, rendered the phyletic affiliation of the poleis on the southern 

Troad open to negotiation. Poleis previously acknowledged as Aeolian became members 

of the Koinon of Athena Ilias at the end of the 4th century. Important settlements sought 

to exploit new opportunities and reap the benefits of both identities (e.g. Assos). Others 

rejected an alternate affiliation (such as Skepsis) or refrained altogether from ascribing 

to any collective identity (such as Adramyttion). In Cyme, the Amazon foundation myth 

supported both conflict and rapprochement, first against nearby settlements in the 3rd 

century, afterwards to establish common ideological ground with a powerful authority in 

the proximity, the Attalids. At the same time, in Elaea, where Attalid influence was 

stronger, myths of Athenian foundation were advocated. Arguably, local variations form 

a diverse conceptual hard surface onto which political authorities attempted to steer and 

exploit new opportunities. 

mailto:Stefanos.Apostolou@nottingham.ac.uk
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Localism in Transition: From the Perioikic Poleis to the Koinon of the 

Lakedaimonians 

 

Roumpini-Ioanna Charami 

University of Nottingham, United Kingdom 

[ACXRC1@NOTTINGHAM.AC.UK] 

 

The perioikoi or ‘dwellers-around’ were the inhabitants of the settlements and 

communities of Lakonike during the Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic period until the 

beginning of the 2nd c. BCE, when the ‘Koinon (League) of the Lakedaimonians’ was 

founded by twenty-four perioikic communities. The history of the perioikoi is inextricably 

associated with the history of Sparta since they are predominantly regarded to be subject 

population despite being free men. Nevertheless, they were organised in poleis, they were 

conducting their own trade, and developed relations with poleis outside Lakonike as 

indicated by proxeny decrees.  

This paper aims to examine how the perioikic populations were affected and 

responded to the changes that occurred during the turbulent Hellenistic period in the 

Peloponnese.  Archaeological and epigraphic evidence will be presented in an attempt to 

highlight the ways the perioikic poleis internalised and advocated the Lakedaimonian 

identity during the early Hellenistic period. Following the foundation of the Koinon, 

elements of localism resulting from a common cultural heritage and a shared territorial 

reality remained strong among the perioikoi. The sanctuaries of Apollo Hyperteleatas on 

the Malea peninsula and of Poseidon at Cape Tainaron maintain their regional character 

and continue to serve as the religious central loci for all the perioikoi throughout the 

Hellenistic period and in Roman times. On the other hand, evidence such as the decree 

with the territorial dispute between two neighbouring perioikic poleis (IG V.1 931; 2nd c. 

BCE) testifies to the social and political changes that took place within their communities 

in the aftermath of the formation of the Koinon. In short, on the basis of archaeological 

and textual evidence, I intend to discuss how during the Hellenistic period, and even after 

the foundation of the League of the Lakedaimonians, aspects of localism persevere among 

mailto:Acxrc1@nottingham.ac.uk
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the perioikic communities which embrace the local Lakedaimonian identity and 

transform it into a contemporary reality. 

 

Pro-Macedonian Statesmen and Patriotism: Aspects of Localism in the Pro-

Macedonian Poleis and Koina 

 

Charalampos I. Chrysafis 

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece 

[CHARES.CHRYSAFIS@GMAIL.COM] 

 

The Greek poleis underwent major changes with the coming of the Hellenistic Age and the 

Macedonian predominance. Many cities or lesser Koina became through various ways 

members of different successive Greek Leagues sponsored by the Macedonians (338 BCE, 

336 BCE, 302 BCE, 224 BCE) and they were often obliged to concede part of their 

sovereignty to the latter. Alternatively, poleis could join a confederacy (Aetolian or 

Achaean) or very rarely retain a “suverainist” approach, like Athens and Rhodes. 

Already since the time of Demosthenes the stereotypical image of the Macedonian 

king, whose only intention was to enslave the free-minded Greek poleis by using the 

garrisons as fetters, had become a literary topos. According to this view, local politicians, 

who had endorsed the cooperation with the king, could only be vicious men employed by 

the latter to function as tyrants and not honourable, patriotic citizens. While this notion 

proved rhetorically and artistically successful, it was also misleading. A detailed re-

evaluation of the evidence shows that the traditional view on the rule of the Macedonian 

kings over Greece relies heavily on the anti-Macedonian political discourses of the era. As 

a result, it neglected and misinterpreted other aspects and details which could offer a 

different viewpoint. 

This paper will investigate the motives of those local statesmen; explore their 

relationship with the Macedonian kings as well as their homeland; and determine the 

basic aims that a local pro-Macedonian faction wished to achieve primarily for their state 

by collaborating with the king (for example, the safety of the polis of Eretria under 

Menedemos; the integrity and preservation of their leagues for the Akarnanian and the 

mailto:chares.chrysafis@gmail.com
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Phokians against the Aetolians). Furthermore, I will try to investigate the compatibility 

of a pro-Macedonian tendency with the notion of an autonomous and democratic polis. 

 

Emic and Etic Responses to Local Myth: Seeking the Boundaries of Aitolian 

Ethnic Identity in the Classical Period 

 

Stelios Damigos 

Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster, Germany 

[SDAMIG@GMAIL.COM] 

 

According to their first geographical definition in the Homeric Catalogue of Ships (Hom. 

Il. 2.638-643), the Aitolians “dwelt” in five poleis on the coastal plains, north of the 

Corinthian Gulf, Kalydon, Pleuron, Chalkis, Pyllene and Olenos. The Homeric and Hesiodic 

epic poetry incorporated Aitolian mythical traditions as part of their narratives. Among 

the most important themes were the Kalydonian Boar Hunt, and the participation of 

Tydeas in the campaign of the Seven against Thebes. This mythical background was 

further reproduced outside the region, in Archaic and Classical lyric poetry and 5th 

century Attic drama, revolving around the heroes of the Aitolian past, and projecting a 

mythical landscape with Kalydon at its centre. 

 Thermos, the mountainous Aitolian central sanctuary, located in the inland 

regions that became in the starting point of their gradual expansion as a political entity 

from the 4th century onward, is notably absent from this scenery. Meanwhile, the far-sung 

coastal region of Homeric Aitolia seems to be outside of their control by the 5th century, 

according to contemporaneous historiographical sources. In effect, two different 

perceptions of Aitolia appear in the classical period, one describing a coastal area in the 

mythical context, the other a historically attested mountainous inland area. 

 The aim of this paper is to trace the use of myth in defining the imagined 

boundaries of what constituted Aitolia during the expansion of the ethnos to the 

Corinthian Gulf. The distinction between the emic and etic perceptions of Aitolian identity 

will reveal internal perceptions of co-belonging, as well as define the exact nature of the 

shared connections in play. In the same direction, the effort of locating the core elements 

mailto:sdamig@gmail.com
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of their collective identity will be put into analysing local myths and ritual as represented 

in textual and material culture remains. 

 

From Local to Regional: Approaching the Ideological Topoi of the Achaian 

Koinon 

 

Manolis E. Pagkalos 

University of Leicester, United Kingdom 

[MP482@LEICESTER.AC.UK] 

 

Polybios, in the second book of the Histories, describes the formation of the Achaian 

League and its history which has a pivotal role both in his narrative and his aims. To 

establish the identity of the League, the Achaian historian portrays an ideal ‘first’ Achaian 

Koinon, the glorious precursor of the reborn Hellenistic Achaian Confederacy. For 

Polybios the reformed and expanded League was an ethnike sympoliteia (2.44.5) or, even 

more so, a single great polis (2.37.11); thus, moving from a local identity (Achaios) to 

encompass a regional one (Achaian). In turn, this shared identity, due to its supposedly 

solid nature, is depicted again with a very specific locality, that of a polis. Polybios’ 

account presents a unified league with a shared identity. The League, in fact a political 

union of several Peloponnesian poleis, quickly became a very active player on the 

interstate level and managed to control the majority of Peloponnesos. Although a high 

degree of integration is quite visible in the 2nd century, its projection to earlier times 

conceals the fact that the League incorporated many non-Achaian poleis. Along these 

lines, the narration about a common democratic polity contrasts the fact that the leading 

officials – initially two strategoi, but from 255 only one – came from a handful of poleis, 

most of which had non-Achaian origins. The question then arises: is Polybios’ Achaian 

League a reality? Furthermore, if it is not, can we explore the reasons behind such an 

account of the League? In sum, this paper aims to assess the level of unification under a 

single, Achaian identity and the reasons behind Polybios beautified image, and to provide 

plausible answers to complex questions. Was this tampered image the result of an 

mailto:Mp482@leicester.ac.uk
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unintentional projection of Polybios’ contemporary reality? Alternatively, was it a 

conscious and deeply political act? 

 

Nabis and the Hellenistic World 

 

Andrea Scarpato 

University of Leicester, United Kingdom 

[AS817@LEICESTER.AC.UK] 

 

Spartan interstate interactions during the reign of Nabis is an issue that has been 

tangentially addressed by the most influential studies. These have explored Nabis’ 

identity, the nature of his royalty (Cartledge, 2002; Couvenhes, 2016), and the social 

reforms introduced by him in Sparta (Oliva, 1971; Shimron, 1972; Texier, 1975; 

Cartledge, 2002). However, the extent of Spartan engagement with the wider world and 

the aspect of continuity or change in the way in which these interactions occurred during 

Nabis’ reign are issues which require further addressing. A reassessment of the sources 

reveals that the king could engage with major superpowers of the end of the third 

century, such as Rome and Macedonia, and could exert his influence in locales which 

shared historical and mythical links with Sparta, namely some Cretan poleis and Delos. 

How the ruler could perform such foreign political plans, and why Sparta maintained a 

prominent position on the international stage dominated by larger superpowers such as 

Rome and Macedonia represent unanswered questions. The presence of Nabis in 

significant alliances (Rome-Sparta, Sparta-Macedonia, Sparta-Argos) of the third century 

and in the continued struggle for power, which characterised the political scene of this 

period, points to his outstanding authority and Sparta’s broad interaction with the 

Hellenistic world. 

Through a combination of literary and epigraphic evidence from various 

Mediterranean locales – Crete, Delos, the Peloponnese – this paper seeks to investigate 

the extent and the nature of Spartan interactions during the reign of Nabis, along with his 

role on the international stage. The evidence reinforces his strong engagement with the 

wider world and his leadership ability in military and foreign issues of the utmost 

mailto:as817@leicester.ac.uk
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importance; a reassessment shows that the king followed a previous strategic foreign 

policy which aimed to maintain and consolidate Spartan presence in locales situated 

inside and outside the Peloponnese.    
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Interstate Identity in the Greek Colonies: Was ‘Greek’ Healing Practised at 

Metaponto? 

 

Michaela Šenková 

University of Leicester, United Kingdom 

[MS422@LEICESTER.AC.UK] 

 

Considering material and literary evidence from Metaponto, southern Italy, this paper 

addresses the conception of cultural identity within Greek colonies, mainly in the classical 

Greek Classical period of fifth and fourth centuries BC. The Greeks colonised much of the 

Mediterranean from as early as the eighth century BC, and it is understood that the 

colonists gradually assimilated into the indigenous populations, adapting, and adopting, 

local traditions. The result was that, invariably, all colonies eventually became separate, 

independent city-states in their own right. However, did the fusion of Greek and 

indigenous cultural elements mean a complete alienation from the cultural identity of the 

mother city? The evidence from Metaponto suggests that close links were always 

maintained, especially in the case of religious healing. The colony was established in the 

seventh century BC, but fifth and fourth century BC archaeological material from 

Pantanello, a rural sanctuary to an unknown deity in the Metaponto area, bears close 

similarities to contemporary Artemis sanctuaries elsewhere in the Greek world, notably 

Brauron and Sparta, all of which were positively identified as having a healing function. 

Similarly, Bacchylides’ Epinician 11, composed to celebrate the victory of a certain 

Alexidamus of Metaponto in a wrestling competition in the Pythian Games, emphasises 

Artemis as a healing deity by recounting the legend behind the adoption of her cult into 

Alexidamus’ hometown. The material excavated at Pantanello and the Bacchylides poem 

thus provides an important insight into the conception of cultural identity at Metaponto. 

In particular, the paper argues that Artemis was still considered an important deity for 

the colony as late as two centuries after its foundation and that Pantanello was probably 

a healing sanctuary, maintaining cultural elements typical for the Greek homeland. 

 

mailto:Ms422@leicester.ac.uk

