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Stellingen 

Behorende bij het proefschrift 

 

A candidate therapeutic vaccine against hepatitis C virus infection 

Use of a recombinant alphavirus vector  

 

1. Virus-host interaction is a continuous coevolutionary process involving both the 

host’s immune system and viral escape mechanisms (Lobo F P et al., 2009). 

 

2. The goal of cancer immunotherapy is to initiate or reinitiate a self-sustaining cycle 

of cancer immunity, enabling it to amplify, but not to generate unrestrained 

autoimmune inflammatory responses (Chen D S and Mellman I 2013). 

 

3. In the context of 10
15

 T cells weighing > 500 kilograms*, the notion of immune 

coverage by a naïve pool of 10
15

 monospecific T cell receptors as suggested by 

the clonal selection theory is clearly absurd (Sewell A K 2012; *Mason D A 1998). 

 

4. An absolute prerequisite for a therapeutic vaccine against hepatitis C virus (HCV) 

infection is the potency to induce vigorous broad-spectrum HCV-specific T-cell 

responses (this thesis). 

 

5. Effects of carrier proteins on vaccine efficacy depend on the target antigen 

expressed by the vaccine (this thesis). 

 

6. Immunotherapy either given as a single treatment modality or in combination 

with direct-acting antivirals could further improve treatment success for patients 

with chronic HCV infections and may also prevent HCV reinfection when immune 

memory responses are induced (this thesis). 
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