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A genre-based pedagogy that exploits 
the connections between reading and writing 

Problem

Method

News article condition Column condition
Sorting task

• Sort articles in pairs 
• Explain why

• If you were to write a 
column, what things should 
you account for? 
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Results of a first pilot study (by Arjan Kuis & Jacob Jan Wierenga, NHL Stenden University of Applied Sciences) 

How do students acquire genre knowledge during lessons?

Method

Content analysis of classroom talk and student assignments of 17 grade 10 students.
Results

At first students talk frequently about defining genre characteristics in assignments that provoke talk thereof. 
Later on it becomes less frequently while assignments show students do implement genre characteristics 
correctly. 
Conclusion

Discussing genre characteristics and their effects before students implement them in their own texts is helpful in 
acquiring genre knowledge. 

Balancing reading and writing instruction can 
enhance reading and writing performance
(Graham et al., 2018)

Common elements in different genre schools:
- explicit teaching of genre characteristics
- focus on contribution of language use to meaning 

and effects
- discussion about genre boundaries
(Bawarshi & Reiff, 2010; Swales, 2009) 

Theoretical background 

Participants Condition Pre-test 
Classroom
activities

Focus on genre characteristics and 
their effects 

Post-test

• 24 classes 
(grade 10)

• 5 schools 
• two conditions
• each other’s 

control group

News articles 

• General
reading and 
writing skills

• Questionnaire 
on genre 
knowledge and 
awareness 

• Teacher 
instruction

• Group work
• Individual 

assignments
• Peer feedback
• Group dialogue 

• Context
• Purpose 
• Moves 
• Linguistic features: 

• intensifiers
• judging words
• designation of 

people and
objects

Neutrality

• Skill in reading and 
writing news articles 

• Skill in reading and
writing columns

• Questionnaire on 
genre knowledge and 
awareness 

Columns Writer’s personal style 

Same news, different 
media

• Underline genre 
characteristics

• Discuss differences 
between news articles

• Write a news article in 
the same style as news 
paper X
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Research question

What are the effects of a 
genre-based pedagogy that 
exploits the connection 
between reading and writing 
skills on both reading and 
writing skills, and genre 
knowledge and awareness?

Reading skills Writing skills
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