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Chapter two

THE CEMETERY AT CHALANDRIANI

The details presented below concerning the prehistoric cemetery at Chalandriani in general
and the individual tombs in specific are based on several sources. Reports and other
publications about field work carried out at the cemetery form the most important group

of sources. These publications have, up to now, never been subjected to an integrated and
thorough analysis regarding the topographical setting of the cemetery and the archaeological
remains that have been found at Chalandriani. The information in these studies constitutes the
basis for an historical survey of archaeological research at Chalandriani, starting in the middle of
the nineteenth century. Besides the excavations at Chalandriani executed by a number of
archaeologists, additonal information is presented here resulting from a topographical survey
conducted by the author at Chalandriani in the summer of 1991. 

Due to its relatively early discovery and the investigations carried out at Chalandriani in the
nineteenth century, its artefacts were formative in identifying and describing the Early Cycladic
culture. Unfortunately, this early discovery is also the reason that much of the information
regarding the original spatial organisation of this key site for modern archaeological research is
now lost. These first investigations were carried out at a time when the science of archaeology
and more specifically prehistory was still in its infancy. Methods of excavation and publication
formats were still in the process of being developed. The arrival of Tsountas at Chalandriani in
1898 brought a more rigorous approach to the investigation and study of these prehistoric
remains. It is to his credit that much important evidence from many prehistoric sites in the
Aegean and on the Mainland have been saved for future archaeologists to study. The excavations
carried out at Chalandriani were well ahead of the standards of the time and Tsountas
meticulously recorded innumerable details of the cemetery, the graves, and the artefacts found
inside them. Today, only a few remains are left of the immense prehistoric cemetery located on
the plateau of Chalandriani. Nevertheless, enough information has been published to carry out
detailed analyses of the tomb inventories and to gain insights into the prehistoric society which
made use of this cemetery. 
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Figure 10. Northern Syros with the location of archaeological sites (in italics)

2.1. Landscape and topography 

The modern village of Chalandriani can be reached following the modern asphalt road which
curves along the western slopes of the hills north of Ermoupolis, the main town on Syros (fig.
10). The village lies 5 km north of Ermoupolis as the crow flies. Travelling towards it, one passes
the small settlements of Phinikia, Lichopo, Mutikas, Kyperousa and Papori. At a point close to
the chapel of Ayios Georgis, an unmetalled road branches off to the east from the main road.
The main road continues further to the northwest, to the villages of San Michalis and Kampos.
The unpaved road to Chalandriani follows the contours of the slopes at circa 300 meters asl. A
short path turns left and leads to the chapel of the Ayioi Anargyroi. This Roman Catholic chapel
is located on a hilltop and forms a characteristic landmark that can be seen from many places in
northeast Syros. The unpaved road continues to the northeast and ends at the western side of the
plateau of Chalandriani, below the hilltop of the Ayioi Anargyroi. From here a footpath
continues through the village and further to the north, ending on the southern slope of the ravine
which separates the plateau of Chalandriani from the hill of Kastri. Another unpaved road
connects Chalandriani with the village of Plati Vouni, lying further to the south on the next
plateau. Looking down from the point where the unpaved road ends at the western side of the
plateau one can observe the scattered houses, other buildings and small cultivated plots that make
up the modern village of Chalandriani (figs. 11-12). On the northwestern side of the village
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Figure 11. View on the headland of Chalandriani from the east (above) and view of the bay of Kleisoura from the southwest (below)
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Figure 12. The area of Chalandriani with the fortified hilltop settlement of Kastri on the right seen from the east (above) and the
headland of Chalandriani with the remains of the prehistoric cemetery from the west (below)
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109 For references to the geology of Syros, see in general Jacobshagen (1986), and see above, chapter one, section
1.4.2.  
110 A soil map of Syros is published in Stogianni (1972), and see above, chapter one, section 1.4.3.
111 Tsountas (1899), 78.
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stands the small white washed chapel dedicated to the Panagia Koimiseis. Walled fields and
terraces can be seen further down the plateau towards the east. The village of Chalandriani is
composed of about 20 houses scattered along the western side of the plateau, stretching in a
semi-circle between 200 and 300 meters below the hilltop with chapel of the Ayioi Anargyroi.

The main bedrock types of the area of Chalandriani consist of limestone, schists and marble in
an alternating sequence. The terrain gradually slopes down towards the east.109 Near the coast the
terrain drops sharply to a rugged clifflike seashore. The plateau of Chalandriani is bordered on
the northern and southern sides by steep ravines with dry streambeds. The northern ravine
separates the plateau from the hill on which lie the remains of the fortified prehistoric settlement
of Kastri (fig. 12 above). This deep gulley ends in the bay of Kleisousa. This bay has a mixed
sand and gravel shore. On the southern side of the plateau lies another deep ravine which ends in
the small bay of Loula. The surface of the terrain of Chalandriani consists of exposed limestone
with very few patches of soil. The soil of the area is part of a long narrow formation consisting of
Mediterranean brown soils, stretching roughly from the northeast to the southwest of the
island.110 The dominant natural vegetation in northeastern Syros at the present is characterised by
thorny low shrubbery, grasses, and various fragrant herbs, generally known as phrygana. On the
plots lying in the centre of the plateau the vegetation is sparse, whereas the vegetation on the
steep slopes near the coast is more continuous. This situation is the result of the difference in
modern land use. The steeper slopes on the eastern side, towards the coast, are much less used
than the upper parts of the plateau. On the slopes of the two ravines, terraces have been
constructed which are more intensively cultivated. Many of these are planted with vines and figs.
The terraces are nowadays in poor condition. Walls are tumbling down and repairs are scarce. On
the centre of the plateau larger fields can be observed surrounded by dry stone field walls. These
walls are in better condition, and new field walls are still being constructed. Some of these fields
are also cultivated with corn or vines, but more extensively. The rocky condition of the plots
does not allow an intensive use of these lands. Most fields are used as grazing grounds for sheep
and goats, although large herds are no longer kept here. Further down the plateau, towards the
coast, the plots are not used as much as higher up. Here there are several field walls of some
length dividing the terrain according to ownership. No agricultural structures are found save a
few wooden boxes or terracotta pots for bee-keeping on the upper slopes of the southern ravine.
On the basis of the observations made by Tsountas in 1898111 and from the information gathered
during the survey in 1991 it is clear that the terrain has heavily been disturbed by natural pro-
cesses and by human interference. Tsountas states that terrain was rocky and barren at the top
but that towards the streams was covered with soil, where most of the graves were found. At the
northwestern part of the cemetery site, only a few graves were found by Tsountas, probably on
account of disturbances due to the planting of vines on the terraces. This situation has not
changed much since the time Tsountas excavated here.

Remains of older habitation can be observed on the lower slopes of the southern ravine near
the bay of Loula. Here ruins of houses and other buildings are located on either side of the
ravine. Together with traces of terracing and field walls, these remains were once part of a small
settlement probably dating from the early twentieth century. Further along the coast lies the
lower part of a lime kiln, now sometimes used as a shelter for grazing sheep. Another deserted
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112 These registers are kept in the Municipal Archive of the community of Ano Syros; see also Drakakis (1948);
(1967). One of the owners of property at Chalandriani was the 18th century priest Abbé della Rocca, author of an
historical account of Syros published in 1790, see Roussos (1986a), 19, note 7.
113 Zolontas (1842), 34-36; a copy is kept in the municipal library of Ermoupolis.
114 References to the location of the cave of Pherekydes and the inscriptions are found in Peek (1934); a recent
study of the life and works of Pherekydes was published by Schilby (1986). 
115 Papadopoulos (1862), 224-34; a Greek version of the same paper was published in Papadopoulos (1865), 121-27.
116 “Autant que j'ai pu en juger, le nombre des tombeaux est prodigieux, et il doit bien y en avoir plus de mille; mais
une centaine à piene ont été ouverts à differents époques par des paysans dont les champs sont situés près de les
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habitation site from the beginning of the twentieth century lies on the higher slopes and near the
top of the hill with the chapel of the Ayioi Anargyroi. Here the remains of houses and small
agricultural structures, such as field walls, huts, and a well, indicate the location of a small
community. There is evidence suggesting that settlement at Chalandriani goes back several
centuries. The toponym of Chalandriani is mentioned in tax registers dating from the seventeenth
century.112 This indicates the existence of habitation or at least taxable agricultural property in this
area. The present houses at Chalandriani are of more recent date. Most were built in the
twentieth century. Nearly all the inhabitants live in Chalandriani only during the summer months,
as with most of the other hamlets and settlements in Ano Meria (northern part of the island).
During the winter months many reside in the medieval hilltop village of Ano Syros. 

2.2. History of excavations and studies

The archaeological remains at Chalandriani remained unknown to antiquarians and travellers until
the middle of the nineteenth century. Since then it has witnessed a large number of visitors and
researchers up to the present. The first reference we have of the existence of ancient remains at
Chalandriani is found in a small booklet on the history of Syros written by the Syriote historian P.
Zolontas.113 He mentions that ancient tombs were found in the area north of the chapel of Ayios
Georgis. Skeletons were observed inside the tombs, sometimes with objects in their hands. Also,
the tombs had small entrances at one side. Zolontas excavated a number of tombs, and probably
removed some of the objects found inside the tombs. He associated these burials with the cave
of Pherekydes. This cave, which is named after the famous Archaic philosopher Pherekydes of
Syros, is located at about 15 minutes walking distance south of the spot with the tombs.114

Zolontas also mentions the existence of an ancient settlement on a hilltop. Here he is probably
referring to the prehistoric settlement at Kastri. Finally, Zolontas remarks that the area where the
ancient remains were found used to be much more wooded than in his time, and that a local
toponym, Xilokopi, attested to this situation.

The next person to visit the site and publish a report on the finds from this cemetery was the
Greek antiquarian Grigorios Papadopoulos.115 In 1861 he stayed on Syros for a few days, and
investigated several ancient remains at various locations. Among them was a large group of
antiquities from the area of Phinika in the southwestern part of Syros. He also travelled to the site
at Chalandriani after receiving reports that ancient vases had been found in tombs. In his article
on the antiquities of Syros he presents the first description of the location and extent of the
cemetery and of the tombs. The tombs were situated on the plateau below the village of
Chalandriani and along the slopes of the two ravines. Tombs were also observed on the steep
slopes along the shore, some of which were submerged by the sea. Papadopoulos estimated the
original number of tombs of this cemetery at about 1,000.116 He investigated a group of about
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lieux, et on y a trouvé nombre de vases.” (Papadopoulos, 1862, 225).
117 Stephanos (1874), 513-17, 643-67; (1875), 3-32. His inventory of ancient inscriptions was later incorporated into
the issue of the Inscriptiones graecae (fascicle XII) on the Cyclades. For biographical data relevant to the life and works
of Klon Stephanos, see Roussos (1986a), 29-40. 
118 A selection of the artefacts excavated at Chalandriani by Stephanos are illustrated in Zervos (1957), figs. 192-196. 
119 Pollack (1896), 188-228.
120 “Der Besuch der Nekropole selbst ergab nichts neues. Etliche von dem Gräbern sind noch sichtbar, aber ihr
Inhalt ist, wie er sich von selbst versteht, längst nicht mehr an Ort und Stelle.” (Pollack 1896, 188).
121 Pollack (1896), 189, fig. 5, 14. See Appendix 3, nos. A21, A22.
122 Bosanquet (1895-96), 141-44. He was later in charge of the British excavation at Phylakopi on Melos.
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100 tombs that were found more or less intact with either rectangular or circular ground plans.
Inside the tombs he found no skeletal remains. From these investigations Papadopoulos took 30
vases back with him to Athens and deposited them in the collection of the Museum of the
Archaeological Society at Athens. These vases were mostly jugs, plain bowls with round base,
pyxides, some with a lid, and jars. His dating of the tombs, however, was erroneous. Papado-
poulos connected these tombs with exiled people living on the island of Gyaros. This small
deserted island, a few miles northeast of Syros, was a place of exile during the Roman imperial
period. According to Papadopoulos, the exiles were cremated and buried with little ceremony on
the northeast coast of Syros. At a time when knowledge about the prehistoric periods in Greece
was almost non-existent it was hardly surprising he dated the cemetery to a period around the
beginning of the Christian era. He based his dating on the fact that the tombs were coarsely
constructed, with few or no grave gifts, and that no inscriptions were present. Furthermore, no
settlement was known in the area of the cemetery. Papadopoulos did not believe that the tombs
belonged to the Classical and Roman town, over which the modern town of Ermoupolis was
later built, because of the large distance between the two places. 

In the 1870s a medical doctor from Ermoupolis, Klon Stephanos, with a family tradition of
interest in the history of Syros, wrote two reports on the antiquities, and especially on the
epigraphical finds in Syros.117 In these reports he also briefly mentions his investigations carried
out at the cemetery of Chalandriani, and more importantly corrects the wrong dates  proposed by
Papadopoulos. According to Stephanos, the cemetery should be dated to a prehistoric period
before the Mycenaean civilisation. Unfortunately no further reports were published by Stephanos
concerning his excavations and finds.118 

In the summer of 1894 a German archaeologist, Ludwig Pollack, visited Syros.119 One of the
main purposes of his stay was an investigation of the pre-Classical cemetery near the chapel of
the Panagia at Chalandriani. His visit to the site of Chalandriani did not result in any new dis-
coveries, but a large number of graves could still be seen, although the contents had
disappeared.120 All of the tombs studied by Pollack had a rectangular ground plan. Some of the
objects from the tombs were in private collections in Ermoupolis. Among these he mentions a
marble goblet (height 0.055 m) and a ‘frying pan’ with a decorated base (length 0.28; diameter
0.21 m).121

In May 1894, while waiting for a ship to continue his journey in the Aegean, the British
archaeologist, Robert C. Bosanquet, travelled to the prehistoric cemetery in the northeast of the
island.122 His journey, on a donkey, started in the medieval village of Ano Syros, and took him in
an hour and a half along an old monopati on the eastern slopes of the hills north of Ermoupolis.
The cemetery lay at a distance of about three miles from the agora of Ermoupolis. The foot-path
he used still exists today, and on the way one passes the so-called ‘Cave of Pherekydes’.
According to Bosanquet, the graves lay scattered on a headland called Krokidas, which is
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123 The cup is in the collection of the British School at Athens (inventory number A.161). It was first published by
Bosanquet (1896-97). See Appendix 1, no. 558.
124 Dümmler (1886); Bosanquet (1895/96), 142.
125 A copy of the map by Kotsovillis is in the possession of the Centre for Historical Studies of the Bishopric of
Syros next to the church of Ayios Georgios, in Ano Syros. It was published in Kostzovillis (1908), see also Syriana
Grammata 11 (1990), 278-81.
126 A short notice of his activities was published in the Praktika of 1898, 15-16; the costs of the excavations
amounted to 4,106 drachmes. A handwritten report, dated in 1898, by the mayor of Ermoupoulis to the city council
gives a summary of the results of the excavations carried out at Chalandriani by Tsountas (kept in the Municipal
Archives of Ermoupolis). In a note to her article on the re-investigation of the fortified settlement at Ayios Andreas
on Siphnos, Mrs. B. Philippaki refers to the existence of an excavation diary by Tsountas. It probably contains notes
of his excavations carried out at the islands of Syros and Siphnos in 1898. Unfortunately this alleged diary has not
(yet) come to light, despite intensive searches; see Philippaki (1973), 94, n. 2. 
127 Scholes (1956).
128 I thank Robert Arnott for providing me with this information. The bowl is registered with the inventory number
A.469. For a description , see Appendix 2, no. 881.
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enclosed by two small bays. On the “east shoulder of the hill” he examined and described only
one tomb of which the capstone was already removed, but still intact otherwise. Inside the tomb
he found fragments of bone and a conical cup with a mat impression on the base.123 The tomb
was found partly sunk into the soil and next to a small cultivated area. The tomb had a
rectangular ground plan. Just as Pollack before him, he did not find any graves with a circular
ground plan, as were mentioned by Papadopoulos. He also mentions that the local inhabitants of
Chalandriani had opened several tombs and removed objects. Bosanquet placed the tombs at
Chalandriani in the so-called Amorgos-period, a period predating the Mycenaean civilisation.
Here he followed a suggestion made several years earlier by Ferdinand Dümmler.124 Although
Bosanquet locates the cemetery at a site he called Krokidas, it is almost certain that he refers to
the same cemetery at Chalandriani as described by previous scholars. On a map published in
1892 by the historian Kotsovillis we can see that the toponym of Krokidas is associated with a
plateau directly south of Chalandriani.125 There is no other reference of any graves being
observed in that area. Probably Bosanquet erroneously mistook that toponym of an adjacent area
for that with the site of the cemetery of Chalandriani.

The year 1898 marks the beginning of a more rigorous scientific investigation of the cemetery
at Chalandriani. During this year the Greek archaeologist Christos Tsountas made his second
tour in the Cycladic islands on behalf of the Archaeological Society of Athens, and excavated a
number of sites on the islands of Siphnos and Syros.126 While on Syros, Tsountas excavated
approximately 640 graves containing many clay vases, some of which were decorated with incised
motifs, while others had painted decorations. Furthermore, he found marble vases, marble
figurines, many copper needles, pins and pairs of tweezers, and other objects. The graves were
found to be either rectangular or circular in shape. He further investigated the prehistoric
acropolis at Kastri, which he dated to the same period as the cemetery at Chalandriani. The
following year, 1899, he published a substantial report on the excavations at Chalandriani,
although a complete account of all the results never followed. 

In the twentieth century, a number of archaeologists have visited and written on the tombs or
finds at Chalandriani. In 1953 K. Scholes investigated the remains of the Middle Bronze Age in
the Cyclades.127 While on Syros she visited the area of Chalandriani, where she acquired a
prehistoric plain bowl with rounded base. The bowl was deposited in the collection of the British
School at Athens.128 Its precise provenance remains unknown. The American archaeologist, J.L.
Caskey, visited the site in 1960 and was presented a ‘frying pan’, in fragments, by one of the local
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129 This pan is in the collection of the American School of Classical Studies in Athens, inventory number ASP 95
and was first published by J.L. Caskey (1964, 63-69, fig. 6-7). For a description of the pan, see Appendix 2, no. 880.
130 Tsountas (1899), 115-34; Bossert (1976), 53-76. 
131 Doumas (1977), 128-30.
132 Renfrew (1972), 176.
133 Kahrstedt (1913), 166-86.

53

inhabitants of Chalandriani. It had been found in a disturbed grave.129 Graves were still being
found by farmers on the slopes of the plateau of Chalandriani. Caskey furthermore reported walls
in the area of the cemetery probably belonging to the prehistoric settlement, and potsherds lying
near these walls. He dated the cemetery to the Early Cycladic II period and suggested parallels
with Early Helladic II objects from the Mainland. The fortified settlement at Kastri was probably
built towards the end of this period, when raiding and piracy was a growing threat. 

Important contributions regarding the dating of the finds from Chalandriani and especially the
settlement at Kastri, were made by E.-M. Fischer-Bossert. The fortified settlement located on the
hilltop of Kastri was first investigated by Tsountas the same year he excavated at the cemetery at
Chalandriani. In the summer of 1962, Bossert excavated a large part of the settlement and
fortifications at Kastri. She subsequently published a plan of the site together with descriptions of
a selection of finds from several rooms of the houses.130 
 In 1962, the epimelete of antiquities in the Cyclades at the time, Christos Doumas, excavated
another eight graves at Chalandriani which had partly been destroyed by illegal ‘excavations’, and
only one of which still contained objects.131 The eight tombs were lying on a narrow flat stretch
of terrain with very little soil. The tombs were partly dug into the relatively soft rock and were
lying close to each other in a row. Due to unfavourable weather conditions, not all of the
information could be documented during this rescue-excavation. Dimensions and drawings of
the individual graves and their exact topographical location were not recorded. Doumas
attributed these eight graves to the western group of graves, as described by Tsountas. 

In 1963, Colin Renfrew visited the site of Chalandriani and the neighbouring settlement at
Kastri. He mentions the possibility that a settlement contemporary with the cemetery at
Chalandriani may be found to the west of the cemetery. A number of sherds were presented to
Renfrew, which he delivered to the Archaeological Museum in Ermoupolis.132 

The importance of the finds from Chalandriani, as published by Tsountas, was soon
recognized by various international scholars. Many publications from the first half of the
twentieth century on the prehistoric Aegean referred to the finds from the cemetery. No attempt
has been made to present a complete review of all the archaeological publications in which
material from Chalandriani is illustrated or discussed. In nearly all these studies the chronological
position of the cemetery was discussed. The material from the tombs played an important role in
the definition of prehistoric cultures in the Cyclades, and in establishing the relations between
Cycladic cultures and their counterparts on the Mainland and in Crete. Instead of such an
exhaustive survey of the archaeological literature, those publications are mentioned below which
included new material from the cemetery that was not published by the excavators. 

In an article published in 1913, the German archaeologist U. Kahrstedt presented a study of
the Cycladic culture based on the results of several excavations carried out in the previous
decades.133 Among the objects he described and illustrated are many from Chalandriani in the
National Archaeological Museum in Athens which had not been previously published. He
especially included a large number of the curious ‘frying pans’ from Chalandriani in his study. 

On the basis of the evidence available in the first quarter of the twentieth century, the French
archaeologists Charles Dugas presented a comprehensive account of the ceramic developments
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137 Renfrew (1972), see especially chapter 11.
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in the Cyclades from the earliest times up to the Geometric and Orientalizing periods.134 Again
the material from Syros played an important role in his distinction of styles and decorations, and
chronological developments in prehistoric ceramic material from the Cyclades. Dugas believed
that this material derived from a mature phase in the Early Bronze Age. 

The material from the graves at Chalandriani was also carefully studied and published by the
Swedish archaeologist N. Åberg.135 He distinguished two main cultural groups within the Early
Cycladic culture on the basis of associations between different pottery types, and the manufacture
and decoration of the pottery: the Pelos-group, named after the cemetery excavated on Melos,
and the Syros-group, named after the finds from Chalandriani. The Pelos group was dated by
Åberg before the Syros group, much on the same lines as Dugas. The definition of these two
groups formed an important foundation upon which many scholars later elaborated. 

In a study discussing the curious ‘frying pans’ found on several Cycladic islands, the German
archaeologist W. Zschietzschmann included a large group of these objects from Chalandriani.136

Many were illustrated for the first time. The typical decorations, both incised and stamped motifs,
and especially the depictions of ships on some of them invited much comment. Zschietschmann
connected the various specific motifs on these pans and the objects themselves with the
prehistoric worship of a female goddess. 

In 1972 one of the most influential studies appeared in which the material from Chalandriani
is included.137 In his book The Emergence of Civilization, C. Renfrew presented the cultural history of
the Early Cycladic period, consisting of several local groups of material regularly found in
association. Three main cultural assemblages or cultures are identified and designated with a
combined label. Each culture is named after both a settlement-complex and a cemetery-complex
bearing characteristic types. The material from Chalandriani is grouped with similar finds from
other islands within the so-called Syros-group. Material from the Syros-group is combined with
characteristic finds from the settlement of Daskalio on the island of Keros, in the Keros-Syros
culture. Although not strictly defined as chronological phases, these three cultures are generally
tied to the three phases in the Early Cycladic chronology (I, II, III). Debates on the meaning and
chronological range of these cultures and groups has obscured the basic fact that in this fashion
insular variability in material culture can be explained and traced through time and space. 

2.3. Topographical survey

Although much about the prehistoric cemetery could be learned from the numerous publications
mentioned above, a number of aspects regarding the exact location and the spatial organization
were still obscure when I began my research in 1990. Until 1991 the report published by
Tsountas in 1899 had been the main source of information on the topography of the cemetery.
Although this report described the contents of a selection of 32 tombs, it gave few details of their
location and spatial organization. Unfortunately, no map was included of the site, nor were there
scale drawings of the tombs (e.g. ground plans, sections, frontal views). A re-examination of the
site was considered imperative. A previous visit to the site had already revealed that most of the
cemetery was no longer apparent on the terrain. Hence a small scale field survey was considered
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Figure 13. The area of Chalandriani with the location of the remains of the prehistoric cemetery

the most appropriate research method to collect as much information as possible on the tombs
and their spatial distribution. Thus, armed with the information gathered from the various
sources mentioned above, such a topographical survey was carried out in 1991 at the site of the
cemetery of Chalandriani. The purpose was to investigate and record all extant remains of the
cemetery, to describe the particulars of individual tombs and to further document their present
condition. From the evidence collected during the survey the spatial layout of the cemetery could
be reconstructed. The examination of the remaining tombs would lead to a better understanding
of their construction and other architectural characteristics. 

The research area was located below the present village of Chalandriani, and roughly
comprised the fields on the headland east of the hill (382 meters asl) with the chapel of the Ayioi
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Anargyroi. Two dry streambeds demarcate the area on the north and south. The eastern side of
the area is bordered by the shore (figs. 12 below, 13). The surveyed area measured approximately
24 hectares. It is subdivided into agricultural plots of varying sizes. The fields are often
surrounded by dry-stone walls. These boundaries were used to divide the research area into
smaller survey units. The slopes of the northern and southern sides are mostly terraced, also
creating operational survey tracts. Each of the individual fields was surveyed separately and any
architectural part of the cemetery was registered in relation to these fields. All possible remains of
the cemetery were recorded and plotted on small-scale topographical maps.138 

The actual survey was carried out between July 8 and July 20 in 1991 by a team of five
persons. The fields were surveyed by two teams of two and three members each. The members
of each team would walk a field side by side in tracts about two meters apart and parallel to each
other. The orientations of these tracts could vary and were relative to the slope of the terrain and
the orientation of the field walls. Possible remains of the cemetery were described and their exact
location plotted on maps. Also, scale drawings were made and photographs were taken of clearly
recognizable tombs and tomb ruins, and of other characteristic aspects of the terrain. The whole
research area was thus subjected to an intensive study. 

It became clear during the survey that only the more outer areas of headland showed evidence
of prehistoric funerary structures. These marginal parts were the steep slopes towards the coast
and along the dry streambeds. The central area was cleared of practically all stones and cultivated
more intensively. The building and maintenance of the field walls has undoubtedly caused the
destruction of large numbers of graves and possible settlement traces. Much of the layout of the
cemetery could be reconstructed on the basis of careful mapping of individual remains of
funerary structures. The results of these investigations combined with those from previous
researches by others are described below.

2.4. Spatial organisation of the cemetery

By the time Tsountas arrived at Chalandriani in 1898, the location of the prehistoric cemetery
was already generally known in the archaeological literature. Scholars before him had investigated
small groups of tombs at various locations, unfortunately, however, without much attention to
detail. Nothing was recorded at that time of any spatial arrangement of the cemetery as a whole.
Besides excavating a large number of tombs, Tsountas took careful notice of their distribution
over the terrain at Chalandriani. Some confusion remains concerning the exact number tombs
that were excavated by Tsountas in 1898. In various reports different figures are given. In table 4
all the tombs mentioned in the final publication by Tsountas are presented together with the
tombs excavated or investigated by others. The total number of tombs excavated at Chalandriani
amounts to 649. Unfortunately only a selection of these have received the scholarly attention they
deserve. The tombs investigated by Papadopoulos were never published and most of their
contents are probably lost.

Tsountas described the layout of the cemetery only in general terms, no map or sketch
accompanied his observations.139 He found tombs in two parts of the headland below the village
of Chalandriani. From this he concluded that the cemetery was divided in a western and an
eastern part (see table 4). The western part was located near the northern ravine and yielded only
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Location, excavator Total   Type of ground plan

                    circular rectangular unknown

Western group
Papadopoulos 1861 100 — — 100
Tsountas 1898 50 12 22 16
Doumas 1962 8 5 3 0

Eastern group
Tsountas 1898:
1e cluster 108 54 54 0
2e cluster 65 5 55 5
3e cluster 242 143 79 20
4e cluster 75 44 4 27

Unknown location
Zolontas 1842 ?
Stephanos 1870 ?
Bosanquet 1894 1 0 1 0

Total 649 263 218 168

Table 4. Number of tombs excavated at Chalandriani and type of ground plan

50 tombs. This area had been heavily disturbed by agricultural exploitation. The planting of vines
on terraced fields had resulted in the loss of many tombs. To this figure Tsountas added the circa
100 tombs opened by Papadopoulos in 1861. Doumas also assigned the eight tombs he
investigated in 1962 to the western group of the cemetery.140 In a wide area near the southeastern
ravine, Tsountas excavated another group consisting of 490 tombs. These were not evenly
distributed over the terrain, but were divided into four clusters. The arrangement followed,
according to Tsountas, the rocky conditions of the terrain. He furthermore postulated that this
wide distribution of the four clusters was probably not only the result of the physical situation of
the site. The clustering of tombs at different locations could also be based on certain clan or
kinship rules.141 

Spatial distributions of graves within cemeteries are in general not solely explained by the
physical characteristics of the burial terrain. At least four factors influence cemetery layouts. First
are topographical aspects, such as the morphology and the conditions of the terrain (e.g. steepness
and direction of the slope, and rock type). Second, tombs may be placed at certain locations
where they are protected from natural processes, mainly erosion through torrential streams of
rainwater. Third, the social structure of society may affect locational choices in the organisation
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Ground plan Diameter Length Width Height Entrance Posture
Bosanquet 1895

T 1 R — 130 97 85 — —

Tsountas 1898
T 157 C 100-130 — — — — right side
T 166 R — 135 100 70 — right side
T 172 C 105-115 — — — — left side
T 174 C 130-145 — — 90 — left side
T 179 R — 122 68 — — —
T 186 R — 122 82 60 — left side
T 192 C 135-158 — — — — —
T 205 C 82-122 — — — — —
T 242 — — — — — — —
T 262 — — — — — — —
T 264 C 95-118 — — — — —
T 268 C — — — — — —
T 271 C 105-133 — — — — —
T 292 C 100-130 — — — — —
T 307 C 100-153 — — — — —
T 322 C 90-102 — — — — left side
T 338 — — — — — — left side
T 345 — — — — — — left side
T 347 C 90-122 — — — — —
T 351 — — — — — — left side
T 355 — — — — — — left side
T 356 — — — — — — left side
T 359 R — 120 85 — — —
T 361 C 100-125 — — — — —
T 371 — — — — — — left side
T 374 C — — — — — —
T 408 R — 127 80 — — —
T 415 R — 56 56 — — —
T 447 R — 140 105 — — —
T 468 R — 138 82 — — —
T 469 R — 152 88 — — —
T 472 R — 160 100 — — —

Doumas 1962
T 1 C 120 — — 80 NE —
T 2 — — — — — NE —
T 3 C 120 — — — NE —
T 4 C 150 — — 90 NE —
T 5 — — — — — NE —
T 6 C 110 — — 80 NE —
T 7 C 90 — — 90 NE —
T 8 — — — — — NE —

Survey 1991
T A C 90 — — 70 NNE —
T B C 75-148 — — 60 N —
T C C 80-110 — — — — —
T D C 140-150 — — — NNW —

Table 5. Type of ground plan, dimensions, entrance orientation and burial posture at Chalandriani
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142 Doumas (1977), 34; Hodder (1980, 162) suggests an investigation of funerary remains at three stages, of which
the second deals with “within-cemetery patterning”; on corporate groups within society and differential burial
treatment, see in general Binford (1971); Goldstein (1981).
143 Clustering based on inferred social status is noticed by Doumas at the EC II cemetery of Ayioi Anargyroi on
Naxos (Doumas 1977, 33-34, fig. 17). Other examples of spatial clustering of graves within cemeteries are found at
Livadi on Despotikon (Tsountas 1898, 140-41), Kephala on Keos (Coleman 1977), Lakkoudes on Naxos (Doumas
1977, 73-75), Akrotiri on Naxos (Doumas 1977, 82-83), Drios on Paros (Tsountas 1898, 139), Plastiras on Paros
(Doumas 1977, 96-97), and Akrotiraki on Siphnos (Tsountas 1899, 73-74).
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Figure 14. Remains of a collapsed tomb at Chalandriani

of the cemetery. The arrangement of graves in groups sometimes represents certain social units in
that society. And finally, the social status of the buried individual may result in particular choices
in the construction and the location of a grave.142 Clustering of small groups of tombs is observed
in several other Early Cycladic cemeteries.143 The dispersion of the groups and clusters at
Chalandriani was probably not simply the result of the physical situation of the terrain. A
conscious clustering based on social and/or ideological customs seems a more likely explanation. 

The four clusters of tombs excavated by Tsountas in the eastern part of the cemetery each
comprised varying numbers of tombs. The first cluster consisted of 108 tombs, the second 65,
the third 242, and the fourth 75. Tsountas did not record the spatial distribution of these four
clusters over the terrain. We do not know where exactly each cluster was located, nor how the
tombs were arranged within each cluster. The single tomb investigated by Bosanquet in 1894
cannot be assigned with certainty to either of the two main groups of tombs. It is therefore
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placed under the heading of location unknown in table 4. Also unknown are the locations and the
number of tombs investigated by Zolontas in 1842 and by Stephanos in 1870. 

Remains of prehistoric tombs were found at several places spread over the area of Chalandri-
ani during the survey of 1991. Based on the location of these remains, a reconstruction can be
made of the original layout of the cemetery. These remains consisted of numerous ruined tombs
and four more or less intact tombs, which are described in detail below. The location of the four
clearly recognizable tombs is given in fig. 13 (marked with the letters A-D).144 They were found
divided into two pairs. One pair was found on the southern slope of the ravine separating the
plateau of Chalandriani from the hill of Kastri. The other two tombs are lying on the upper slope
of the last field on the eastern side of the plateau, near the coast. These two pairs of tombs lie at
the eastern and western ends of an imaginary line drawn between them, spanning a distance of
circa 550 m. No other remains were encountered in the area between these tombs. This suggests
that they belonged to two separate groups of tombs. The fact that the two locations of intact
tombs are widely spaced and are found on the western and eastern side of the terrain indicates
that these are the remains of the two main groups of tombs mentioned by Tsountas in his report.
Thus we may have evidence of the spatial organization within the cemetery as described by
Tsountas: a western group and an eastern group of tombs. Tombs A and B belonged to the
eastern group, while tombs C and D were once part of the western group. 

Besides the four more or less intact tombs, numerous heaps of stones were found scattered
over the terrain during the survey of 1991. Many of these heaps of stones can be interpreted as
collapsed tomb ruins. Small clusters of such remains were found at three locations on the eastern
part of the plateau of Chalandriani. From the distribution of scattered remains of collapsed ruins
of tombs a plan could be drawn of the original layout of the cemetery (fig. 13). 

The identification of these scattered stone heaps as the remains of prehistoric tombs was
made on the basis of the general shape of the stones, the fact that they were found close together,
and the presence of a large flat rectangular slab of green schist (fig. 14). These green schist slabs
formed the lintel over the entrance of the two intact tombs found in this area during the survey
(described in detail below). Both materials, green schists and limestone are found on the terrain
of the cemetery. The specific use of this material for the lintel, in contrast to the grey-weathered
limestone used for the rest of the construction, indicates a purposeful act on the part of the
builders of the tombs. Although the green schist breaks relatively easy into such large flat slabs,
and can thus be used to span the opening of the doorway, an aesthetic preference for this stone
may also be postulated. Unfortunately, these same green-schist slabs were used by local farmers
for their terraces and field walls. Many can be seen in such walls in areas where ruins of collapsed
tombs are found, indicating the general presence of clusters of prehistoric tombs at that
particular spot. 

During the survey of 1991, much of the original layout of the cemetery could be reconstructed
through the spatial distribution and clustering of tomb ruins at several locations. Three of the
four clusters mentioned by Tsountas as comprising the eastern group were recognized in the
field. A fourth remained elusive and has probably completely been destroyed. The first cluster of
collapsed tombs was observed near the two remaining intact tombs (A and B). A group of circa
ten of such structures lie scattered to the northwest of these tombs. Nearly all the heaps of stones
included a large rectangular green-schist slab, which once formed the lintel over the entrance.
Two of these slabs measured 80x50x8 cm and 60x40x5 cm. The ruins stand at approximately the
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Figure 15. Drawings of the tomb investigated by Bosanquet (after
Bosanquet 1894)

same height above sea level as the two intact
tombs A and B. The terrain in front of these
ruins drops sharply to the northeast, causing
heavy erosion processes. The construction and
maintenance of field walls to the west and
south of this area have also caused the removal
of many of the larger stones from the tomb
ruins. The second large group of stone heaps
identified as tomb ruins lies south of the first
cluster. Many of these also include large green-
schist lintel slabs. This cluster lies approxi-
mately at the same elevation as the first one,
but nearly 100 m further southwest, on the
other side of an rocky outcrop. A third cluster
of tomb ruins was identified northeast of the
first cluster in a relatively flat area on a small
promontory south of the bay of Kleisoura.
Here, approximately 20 tomb ruins could be
observed at both dispersed and close distances
over the terrain. Some included a large green-
schist lintel slab. 

Combining the description by Tsountas
with the observations gathered during the
survey of 1991, we are able to present a partial
reconstruction of the layout and spatial
organization of the cemetery. The two main
groups of tombs (the eastern and western one)
are represented by the  two pairs of partly or

entirely preserved tombs (A-D). Of the four clusters that comprised the eastern group three were
recognized during the survey (indicated in fig. 13 with I-III).

2.5. Description of the tombs

The tombs found at Chalandriani are of a particular type. Similarly constructed tombs are found
only in a few other sites in the Aegean. Although several previous studies have contributed to our
knowledge of these tombs, careful descriptions and detailed illustrations of individual tombs were
lacking. During the survey of 1991 special attention was directed towards the meticulous
investigation of the few remaining examples of this type of tomb at Chalandriani. The
observations gathered during the survey help to clarify some details regarding the construction
and design of these tombs. Some general aspects of this type of tomb had already been published
by previous scholars visiting Chalandriani. 

The first investigator to leave us with a description of the tombs found at Chalandriani is
Papadopoulos.145 Although he examined about one hundred tombs, which had already been
opened up by local farmers, he only briefly describes their construction. No detailed descriptions
are given of individual tombs, only their general characteristics. The tombs were built with dry-
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148 Tsountas (1899), 109-15, figs. 1-10, pl. 7.
149 References to illustrations in the descriptions of the tombs below are found in Tsountas (1899).
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stone masonry and have the shape of pits (“puits”) with a diameter of circa 1.50 m and a height
inside the tombs a little of slightly less. The tombs are closed with flat stones (“dalles”) and can
be entered through an entrance built from two upright slabs or pillars with a third lying on top of
these creating a lintel. Usually one or two other slabs also lie above the entrance and sometimes
the lintel is slightly displaced. The dimensions of the entrance are circa 0.60 to 0.80 m. Some of
the tombs have a rectangular ground plan and many times one finds in the walls of the tombs
one or more niches in which offerings are placed. Papadopoulos found only one rectangular
tomb which was larger than the circular ones. No skeletal remains were observed by him.146

The next visitor at Chalandriani to leave a description of one of the tombs found there was
the British archaeologist Robert C. Bosanquet, who stayed on Syros in 1894. He was able to
make a “minute examination of one [tomb] which had been uncovered but not completely
excavated” (fig. 15).147 The burial structure was not in pristine condition. Its covering slab was
removed and placed beside the tomb. Since the top was only a few inches below the surface of
the ground, the tomb was further excavated and measurements were taken. The tomb was
rectangular in ground plan and built of dry stone walls, with the upper courses of the longer sides
placed with each course more towards the middle, thus creating a ‘false arch’. The dimensions of
the tomb were 1.30 by 0.97 and 0.85 m. Inside a step or narrow ledge of two stones next to each
other was found against the north wall, possibly serving as a pillow or support for the head or
serving as a prop for the back. The dimensions suggest that the body was in a contracted posi-
tion. Some heavily decomposed fragments of bone were found inside this tomb, which may have
been part of the human burial. In the fill of the tomb which was removed by Bosanquet, a
“round hand-made bowl of dull, red ware, black in the break” was found. It stood in one corner
of the tomb and originally contained a liquid which had solidified with the soil inside the bowl.
Bosanquet dated this tomb to the third millennium BC on account of comparable tombs found
in Antiparos, Amorgos and in Egypt.

Tsountas described 32 tombs in detail. Of these tombs he presented dimensions and the
number and location of objects found inside. In several instances he also described the position
and articulation of the interred body. The ground plan of ten tombs is illustrated (see fig. 16), but
only four of these ground plans are mentioned in the text by their specific tomb number. The
other six only serve as illustrations of the various shapes of ground plans observed at
Chalandriani. Section drawings are presented of only two of the tombs: Tombs 260 and 345 (fig.
18). Two black-and-white photographs of these same two tombs are also included (fig. 17).148

Below are the descriptions of each tomb based on the details published by Tsountas in 1899.149

Tomb 157
Roughly ellipsoidal in shape, with a diameter of 100 to 130 cm. The body was lying on its right
side. In front of the skull lay a footed bowl with painted decoration and a bowl of common type.

Tomb 166
The lower part of the tomb had a rectangular ground plan up to a height of 0.25 or 0.30 m, the
upper part was circular; dimensions of the lower part were 135 by 100 cm and the depth 70 cm.
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Figure 16. Ground plan of tombs excavated by Tsountas (after
Tsountas (1899)

The body was lying on its right side. A flat
stone was found by the hands, another by the
side. By the head was a jug with painted
decoration similar to pl. 8:10, a pyxis much like
pl. 8:7 without handles, and a stone lid, and
another brown spherical pyxis. 

Tomb 205 (see fig. 16)
Circular to elongated in shape with a diameter
of 82 to 122 cm and a depth of 72 cm. Behind
the skull lay a small broken vase, a little further
on a jug with a bronze pair of tweezers close
by. On the throat was the bronze pin of pl.
10:17, and covering the face was another small
clay vase and some shells of the species detalium
elephantinum. Five other vases were found, one
of which lay by the left hand, the others by the
legs.

Tomb 242
Destroyed. At one side in the tomb lay a
marble palette with some seashells on top of it,
a bronze awl, a bronze scraper and fragments
of blue pigment. Nearby was another marble
palette with seashells, a bronze scraper, and
bronze pair of tweezers. A little further lay a
clay jar with incisions.

Tomb 262
Shape not specified. To the left of the entrance
were two clay bowls, the one inside the other,
and to the right a frying pan (some of the
spirals can be seen in fig. 15) with a bronze
scraper and a stone plug inside (see pl. 10:4).
Near the frying pan lay a black clay bowl.

Tomb 264
Circular in shape with a diameter of 95 to 118
cm. To the right of the entrance was the pyxis
of pl. 8:12, the bronze scraper of pl. 10:29, the
chisel of pl. 10:44, three stones used as
grinders, two fragments of red pigment, and a
clay cup.

Tomb 268
Circular in shape, but destroyed. In the tomb two frying pans, a large stone palette, the grinder of
fig. 31, and a clay bowl  were found.
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Figure 17. Views of tomb 260 (above) and 345 (below), after Tsountas 1899, pl. 7: 3-4
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Figure 18. Ground plan and section of Tombs 260 and 345 (after Tsountas, 1899, figs. 5 and 10)

Tomb 271
Circular in shape with a diameter of 105 to 133 cm. At the right side in the tomb were fragments
of the skull, by it the pyxis of pl. 8:11, nearby a carved bone tube, and an obsidian blade near the
feet of the deceased. 

Tomb 292
Roughly semi-circular in shape with dimensions of 100 by 150 cm. In the right front corner was a
clay spherical pyxis with incised decoration, a clay bowl, and a frying pan with another clay bowl
inside. The pyxis has two worn protuberances as handles, the decoration consists of a pattern of
interwoven incised and impressed triangular [Kerbschnitt] and parallel lines (see pl. 8:7); more
incised lines are on the inside of the rim.
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Tomb 307
Roughly semi-circular with dimensions of 100 by 153 cm. At the right side in the tomb were
fragments of the skull. By it were three stone cups and two marble female figurines. Behind the
head lay a frying pan with another marble cup inside and a clay bowl. Inside the cup was a carved
bone tube, while another like it was inside a third cup; a third bone tube was near the centre of
the tomb, to the right of the lekane.

Tomb 322
Circular in shape with a diameter of 90 to 102 centimerters. The tomb was partly destroyed.
Apparently there was no entrance. The body was lying on its left side. By the head lay a frying
pan, on which were the bones of the ringfinger of the hand. By the feet lay a stone palette, a
grinder, a marble spouted cup (comp. fig. 27), a clay bowl, a bronze scraper and two fragments of
an obsidian blade.

Tomb 338
Rectangular in shape. The body was lying on its left side. By the head lay two frying pans and a
spherical pyxis, with a marble bowl nearby. Between the lower legs and to the left side of the
tomb were three other marble bowls, a bronze pair of tweezers pl. 10:40, a bronze scraper, two
carved bone tubes, a small broken clay vase and two small stone pestles, see [Tsountas 1899] pl.
10:35, 36. By the entrance of the tomb was found a jar with incised decoration.

Tomb 345 (see figs. 17-18 below)
Rectangular in shape. The floor is by way of exception covered with a slab, upon which the
deceased lay on its left side, not facing the doorway of the tomb, but rather the opposite, back
wall. Behind the head were the jar with incised and impressed decoration of pl. 8:1, sherds of
another jar, but smaller and without decoration, a marble bowl, a marble female figurine and a
deep stone bowl. The doorway of the tomb measured 0.66 m high, the width below is 0.56 m,
and above only 0.36 m.

Tomb 347
Almost circular in shape with dimensions of 122 to 90 cm. An entrance was not found. At the
right back corner was a spouted jug of pl. 9:29, on which was a green stone spouted bowl
(possibly a lamp, see Tsountas 1899, 99); further a frying pan, and nearby a marble cup. At the
right front corner was a stone palette and a stone grinder.

Tomb 351 (see fig. 16)
Rectangular in shape. Near the entrance was a slab similar to the one near tomb 345. In the back
wall was a rectangular niche at the height of 0.40 m from the floor, measuring 0.27 m in height,
0.32 m in width, and 0.23 m in depth. The body was lying on its left side. By the head lay a cup
with stamped decoration on the base and a clay bowl nearby. Behind the head was a clay jar with
incised and impressed decoration and near the knees was an obsidian blade. Inside the niche was
a frying pan bearing the incised ship of fig. 16; seashells, two bronze pins, a bronze scraper and a
carved bone tube were  found inside the frying pan.

Tomb 355
Rectangular in shape. The dimensions were not recorded. The body was lying on its left side. By
the head lay two clay jars, one was decorated and had a foot; other objects close to the head
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included a frying pan, three marble bowls, one of which contained fragments of blue pigment, a
marble cup, seashells, a bronze pair of tweezers, a bronze scraper, a bone pin with the bird-head
of pl. 10:13, a bone tube, an obsidian blade, and finally fragments of another clay vessel, probably
another decorated jar.

Tomb 356 (see fig. 16)
Rectangular in shape. The dimensions were not recorded. Near the entrance was a slab marking
the beginning of a dromos. The body was lying on its left side. By the head lay a clay jar with
incised and impressed decoration, a marble bowl and an obsidian blade. Behind the head was a
clay bowl, a frying pan with incised ship of fig. 21, a stone palette and a stone grinder. Near the
feet was a marble bowl with traces of red pigment inside, seashells, a bronze pair of tweezers, the
straight bone tube of pl. 10:5, a bronze scraper and beside it a bone pin with bird-head, two
fragments of another bone pin, and two pieces of red pigment.

Tomb 359
Rectangular in shape with a length of 120 cm and a width of 85 cm. In the right front corner lay a
jar with incised and impressed decoration and a marble bowl. In the right back corner was a
carved bone tube, fragments of a bone pin with bird-head, seashells and a bronze scraper of pl.
10:33, with a preserved bone handle.

Tomb 361
Circular but irregular in shape, with dimensions of about 125 by 100 cm. To the right of the
entrance were a deep spouted clay bowl (the shape is like Arch.Ephem. 1898, pl. 9:7 [Tsountas
1898]) and two cups with leaf impressions on the base. To the left of the entrance lay a bronze
pin of pl. 10:19 with a knotted head, similar to the pins of pl. 10:18, 21, and fragments of a
carved bone tube. In the centre of the tomb lay an obsidian blade. Besides these finds were many
dispersed fragments of vases of brown and red clay, possibly broken during the burial.

Tomb 371
Circular in shape, but destroyed. Found inside were a dark brown jug broken in pieces, a clay
bowl with painted decoration consisting of curved lines at the base and lines inside and outside at
the rim, an obsidian blade, snails and seashells.

Tomb 374
Circular in shape. To the left of the entrance lay a clay jar without decoration, and to the right of
it three stone bowls, one of which was of green stone and carried a spout (possibly a lamp), a
stone spherical pyxis with lid, a marble cup, a small clay bowl on ring foot (comp. pl. 9:28),
another small broken clay vase, and finally, a jug with painted decoration.

Tomb 408
Rectangular in shape with dimensions of 127 by 80 cm. At the right side in the tomb lay a pyxis
bearing the painted decoration of pl. 8:7, a frying pan, a broken dark brown jug, two marble
bowls, a small marble cup, a stone vase with the incised decoration of pl. 8:2, a bronze pair of
tweezers, a bronze scraper, seashells and an obsidian blade.
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Tomb 415
Roughly square in shape with a width of 56 cm. On the left side in the tomb lay a brown
spherical pyxis and a marble schematic figurine.

Tomb 447
Rectangular in shape with dimensions of 105 to 140 cm. Parts of the skull lay in the right front
corner and several fragments of a large clay bowl were nearby. In the right back corner was
another clay bowl, a spherical clay vase, a bronze scraper of pl. 10:32 and a marble female
figurine, similar to the one published in Arch.Ephem. 1898, pl. 10:1[Tsountas 1898].

Tomb 468
Rectangular in shape with dimensions of 138 to 82 cm. In the right front corner lay a bronze awl
(comp. pl. 10:9), a stone palette and a cup with leaf impression at the base. In the wall on the
right side of the tomb was a niche, measuring 0.40 cm. in height and 0.20 cm. in width
approximately, in which a clay jar was hidden with impressed and incised decoration, two
seashells, three bronze spatulas, a bronze pin of pl. 10:15, another pin with a complex head of
knotted wire of pl. 10:18, three bronze needles, two bronze awls, six stone beads (four of which
are illustrated in pl. 10:23-26), fragments of a bone fingerring, a fragment of another ring,
fragments of a bone tube, ten worn shells (some purple) and finally a marble figurine of fig. 29.

Tomb 469
Rectangular in shape with a length of 152 cm and a width of 88 cm. In the right front corner lay a
cup with a leaf impression upon the base. In the right back corner a stone palette, a stone used
for grinding, a clay jar, seashells, the bronze scraper of pl. 10:31, the bronze pin of pl. 10:16, a
bronze needle, and the bronze awl of pl. 10:9.

Tomb 472
Rectangular in shape with a length of 160 and a width of 100 cm. The body was lying on its left
side. By the skull lay the marble vase of fig. 25, with a bronze pair of tweezers inside. Nearby
were three other pairs of tweezers, one illustrated in pl. 10:42, and a bronze scraper. A little
further away were two obsidian blades. By the chest was a clay jar with no decoration and
containing seashells. Another clay jar lay near the back, and by the feet lay a clay cup, two bronze
pins and an obsidian blade.

All eight tombs excavated by C. Doumas in 1962 had been partly destroyed, and only one tomb
was found unplundered.150 Extremely bad weather conditions prevented careful recording of the
characteristics of each individual tomb and their relationship to the cemetery-site as a whole.
Enough of the lower structure was preserved to identify them and compare them with
descriptions of the tombs given by Tsountas. Both circular and rectangular ground plans were
encountered by Doumas. The diameter of the circular tombs varied between 0.90 to 1.50 m. The
walls were preserved up to a height of approximately 0.80 to 0.90 m, and were built of dry-stone
masonry. No evidence of pavement inside the tombs was found. All eight tombs had an entrance
on the northeast side, facing the dry stream bed. No skeletal remains were found in the tombs,
but the size of the tombs indicates that the buried persons were placed in a contracted position,
comparable to the photographs in Tsountas’ publication.
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Tomb 1
Circular with a diameter of 1.20 m and a preserved depth of 0.80 m. The tomb had been
plundered, with the upper part of the tomb destroyed. No finds were observed inside or near the
tomb.

Tomb 2
Rectangular (no dimensions recorded). The tomb had been plundered, with the lower part of the
tomb partly preserved. No finds were observed inside or near the tomb. 

Tomb 3 
Circular with a diameter of 1.20 m (no depth recorded). The tomb was found more or less intact.
Only the upper part was damaged. No skeletal remains were found inside. Five objects were
found in the northeast corner of the tomb. These consisted of a small bowl, a marble stemmed
cup, a marble bowl, a copper spatula and a bone tube in several pieces. The objects are kept in
the Archaeological Museum in Ermoupolis. 

Tomb 4
Circular with a diameter of 1.50 m and a preserved depth of 0.90 m. The tomb had been
plundered, with much of upper part destroyed. No finds were observed inside or near the tomb. 

Tomb 5
Rectangular (no dimensions recorded). The tomb had been plundered, with only part of the
upright stones on either side of the entrance still in situ. The entrance measured 0.57 m in width
and was filled with dry-stone walling. No finds were observed inside or near the tomb. 

Tomb 6
Rectangular, measuring 1.10 m in length and 0.80 in width (no depth recorded). The tomb had
been plundered, with much of the upper part destroyed. The entrance was filled with dry-stone
walling. No finds were observed inside or near the tomb. 

Tomb 7
Circular with a diameter of 0.90 m (no depth recorded). The tomb had been plundered, with
much of the upper part destroyed. No finds were observed inside or near the tomb. 

Tomb 8
Circular (no dimensions recorded). The tomb had been plundered, with much of the upper part
destroyed. No finds were observed inside the tomb. An obsidian blade was found nearby and is
thought to originate from it.

The results of this unfortunately incomplete rescue excavation match very well with other
sources of information regarding the construction and shape of tombs at Chalandriani. The most
important of these sources are the publication by Tsountas and the results of the topographical
survey conducted in 1991. Since at least one of the eight tombs excavated by Doumas still
contained artefacts, it can be safely assumed that this group of eight tombs had not previously
been excavated by Tsountas in 1898. 
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Figure 19. Drawings of the front of Tombs A (above) and B (below)
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Figure 20. Front views of Tombs A (above) and B (below)
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Figure 22. View of Tombs A and B set against the sloping terrain

Figure 21. Section drawings of Tombs A and B
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Figure 23. Ground plan of tombs A and B
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Figure 24. Views of Tomb C (above) and Tomb D (below)
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Figure 25. Ground plan of Tombs C (left)  and D (right)

The four tombs investigated during the survey of 1991 were most likely among the tombs
excavated by Tsountas in 1898. Two of these (A and B) are in mint condition and are probably
the only complete examples of this tomb type left in the Cyclades. Tombs A and B are both
situated at approximately 140 m above sea level. Two others were found to the northwest and
were only preserved in ground plan. These tombs, C and D, lie between 140 and 120 m above
sea level. As part of the survey in 1991 these four tombs were carefully described, measured and
drawn to scale. 

Tomb A
Tomb A has a circular ground plan of 0.90 m in diameter with a flat levelled floor (figs. 19, 20
above, 21 , 22, 23). It is built of concentric courses of dry-stone masonry using stones of various
shapes. The lowest courses up to about 0.50 m are vertically straight, after which each following
course reduces the diameter, thus creating a corbelled roof. A large polygonal capstone closes the
last opening on top. The height inside the tomb is circa 0.70 m. The rectangular opening faces
northeast, and measures 0.45 in width and 0.56 m in height. The entrance consists of two
rectangular slabs set upright on either side of the opening. Small irregular stones fill the space
between the upright slabs and the wall. A large slab of green schist forms the lintel above the
entrance. On top of this, three courses of rectangular stones create a kind of bulwark, giving the
façade a monumental impression. Above this bulwark a row of irregularly shaped stones lie
arranged in a semi-circle. On both sides of the entrance a line of larger stones make a short dromos
or prothyron and increase the monumental impression of the front. These curved rows of stones
probably served to protect the tomb, and especially the entrance, from loose rocks rolling against
the tomb and from rainwater streaming inside. Tomb A is in perfect condition and is completely
intact, except for some lost or loose stones in the dromos walls.



CHAPTER TWO

151 Tsountas (1899), 82 and 111.

76

Tomb B
Tomb B lies directly above and behind Tomb A, higher up the slope (figs. 19, 20 below, 21, 22,
23). Both tombs clearly form a unit. The entrance is at the same level as the roof of Tomb A. The
orientation of the entrance is slightly different, being to the north. The ground plan is ellipsoidal
with a maximum length of 1.48 m (E-W) and a width of 0.75 m (N-S). The present height inside
the tomb is 0.60 m. The floor was probably originally lower since a layer of thin soil has slipped
inside and partly filled the tomb. The walls are built in the same fashion as Tomb A with the
lowest courses vertically straight followed by a corbelled roof of increasingly reduced concentric
courses of stones. An irregularly shaped capstone closes the top. The entrance, placed left of the
centre of the longer side of the oval ground plan, consists of two rectangular slabs placed upright
on either side of the opening with a large lintel on top. Above the lintel, five courses of oblong
stones create an imposing bulwark. The green-schist lintel is larger than the one used in Tomb A.
In front of the entrance, two linear arrangements of stones create a sort of dromos with a third
row of stones, roughly lying in a north-south line to the east of the tomb. These stone rows
protected the tomb and the entrance from loose stones rolling downwards and other erosion
processes. Tomb B is not in as good condition as Tomb A. In the façade a large hole destroyed
part of the bulwark. Also, the entrance shows signs of decay. Both tombs A and B are partly shel-
tered by a rocky outcrop on their southern side against which their backs are resting. 

Taken together, this arrangement of two tombs built on a slope present a unique example of
Early Cycladic burial architecture. The tombs take optimum advantage of the natural condition of
the rocky terrain. With the protective walls in front of the entrance, their preservation has
succeeded through several millennia. The condition of Tomb B arouses concern as some
restorations are needed in order to preserve this unique funerary structure for future research.

The other two tombs, C and D, were found several hundred meters to the northwest on the
south side of the ravine separating the site of Chalandriani from the hill of Kastri. Tombs C and
D are more widely spaced: Tomb D is situated about 60 m northwest of tomb C and 10 m lower
down the slope. The area around these two tombs has been cultivated more intensively and is
divided into small plots by walls and terraces. Tomb C lies directly south of a footpath leading
from the village of Chalandriani towards the northern ravine. The path is indicated at several
places with red arrows painted on rock surfaces. At the spot where the path ends, within clear
view of Kastri, lie the remains of a circular tomb at about 0.25 m beneath the present surface and
close to a long stretch of dry-stone wall. The other tomb (D) lies to the northwest in a small
uncultivated field surrounded by stone walls.

Tomb C
Tomb C consists of the lower part of a nearly circular corbelled tomb (figs. 24 above, 25). About
three to four courses of dry-stone walling could be observed. The diameter varied between 0.80
and 1.00 m, the height could not be determined. It was partly built into the rock on the south
side. The northwestern side was probably built of stone courses from the floor to the roof. No
indication of an entrance could be recognized. It is possible that this tomb did not have a
doorway. Tsountas mentions in his report that he encountered some of these tombs at
Chalandriani. One example of this variety was Tomb 322.151 Of the eight excavated tombs by
Doumas in 1962 two did not show any clear signs of a doorway. All of these tombs without a
doorway have a circular ground plan. The scale drawing of Tomb C in Figure 25 is taken at the
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top of the preserved courses of dry-stone walling, probably just at the point where the corbelled
roof would have started. In the nearby terrace wall and field walls many stones can be observed
which could have been part of this or other similar tombs in the vicinity. 

Tomb D
The last tomb which was investigated at Chalandriani in 1991 was designated as Tomb D (figs. 24
below, 25). Only the lowest courses of dry-stone masonry have been preserved. The circular
ground plan has a diameter between 1.40 to 1.50 m. An entrance, 0.60 m wide and facing the
northwest, consisted of two upright rectangular slabs and was closed by a large rectangular slab
blocking the opening. The stones used in the walls were smaller than in the other three tombs
and more carefully placed. The tomb was partly cut into the relatively soft rock, especially at the
back. The floor was levelled but there were no traces of pavement. The general characteristics of
this tomb do not differ from the other examples investigated and described by Tsountas. 

In the area surrounding Tomb D some clustered stone heaps were observed. Their disturbed
state does not allow a positive identification as tomb ruins. However, nearby terraces include
many large green-schist slabs which may once have been the lintels of these possible tombs. Later
agricultural activities caused the destruction of practically all traces of tombs in this area.

2.6. Burial architecture

The tombs erected at Chalandriani belong to a distinct class of burial structures.152 They are
commonly defined as corbelled tombs.153 The origin of these tombs may be traced back to the
Final Neolithic cemetery at Kephala on Keos, where similarly constructed tombs have been
excavated.154 The largest group of built tombs of the Early Cycladic period are found in the
cemeteries on Syros. Other cemeteries with built tombs are Lionas on Naxos, Akrotiraki on
Siphnos, Ayios Kosmas in Attica, and possibly Diakoftis on Mykonos.155 

The tombs at Chalandriani were constructed by cutting a levelled floor, either circular or
rectangular in shape, into the relatively soft rock, thereby creating a low subterranean pit. The
tomb itself consists of several courses of dry-stone masonry with a roof of corbelled stonework
resembling a false dome. The upper structure consists of flat stones placed in courses of
upwardly decreasing diameter and closed by a flat slab on top or capstone. Both types of ground
plan show this technique of reducing the diameter of the upper courses of the roof with each
following course. The walls were constructed of selected stones carefully placed in horizontal
courses in dry-stone masonry. The floors were levelled in the rock and only a few tombs have a
kind of paving inside. Most tombs had at one side, usually facing the downward slope, an
entrance made from two upright slabs on the sides, a lintel over the doorway, and sometimes a
threshold. The lintel is usually of green schist, in contrast to the other stones used for the tomb,
which are of grey-weathered limestone. In some cases this doorway was closed by a large slab
filling the entrance (see tomb D, fig. 25). Some of the tombs have in front of the entrance an
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arrangement of stones which resembles a short dromos or prothyron. The ground plan of Tomb 345
as illustrated in Tsountas’ publication (fig. 16) shows such a construction. The two complete
tombs investigated during the survey of 1991 (figs. 19-23 ) had similar constructions in front of
the entrance. This part of the tomb architecture may have had both a functional and an aesthetic
purpose. It prevents loose stones, soil or rain water from entering the tomb. Furthermore, it
gives the front of the tomb a more monumental impression. Not all of the tombs had such a
doorway or entrance in one of the walls. Tsountas specifically states that two of the tombs
showed no evidence of an entrance (Tombs 322 and 347, see above). Also, during the survey of
1991 one of the four tombs investigated, Tomb C, lacked any indication of an entrance. 

The material used in the construction of the tombs was available at the site. The terrain
consists mainly of grey-weathered limestone, which at certain locations almost vertically breaks at
the surface. At some stretches of the terrain the softer green schist can be found. It is easier to
work and usually breaks into long flat slabs, such as those used for the lintel stones. The
limestone slabs and stones show no sings of being worked. They were gathered and selected by
the builders from the terrain of the cemetery. 

Besides the construction of the tombs, three other aspects of tomb architecture will be
discussed in more detail. These aspects are concerned with the type of ground plan of the tombs,
the variations in the dimensions, and the choices in the orientation of the doorway of the tombs.

2.6.1. Ground plan

The ground plans of the tombs vary from circular, ellipsoidal, polygonal, rectangular oblong to
nearly square. However, they may roughly be divided into two groups: rectangular-square or oval-
circular. Despite the variations in ground plan all tombs have a circular corbelled upper structure
or roof. The transition from rectangular ground plan and lower courses of the wall to circular
dome was not documented by Tsountas, nor could this be observed during the recent fieldwork
since no tombs were found with a rectangular ground plan. 

Tsountas presented general information concerning the ground plan of a large group of
tombs.156 In table 4 the variation in ground plans is specified and divided over the groups and
clusters of tombs within the cemetery. No clear-cut pattern is discernable, although there are in
absolute numbers more circular tombs than rectangular ones. Of the total number of tombs
(649) excavated at Chalandriani, 263 have a circular or oval ground plan, whereas 218 are
rectangular (including the one tomb found by Bosanquet). The ground plans of the remaining
tombs are unknown. There is no significant statistical evidence suggesting an association between
the type of ground plan and the two main spatial groups of tombs (see fig. 26, no. 1). In the west-
ern group, leaving out the tombs investigated by Papadopoulos, there are a few more rectangular
tombs (25) than circular (17), but also a large number (16) of which the ground plan is unknown. 

The four clusters in the eastern group show some variation in the ratio of types of ground
plans. The second cluster largely consists of rectangular tombs (5 circular to 55 rectangular),
whereas the third (143 to 79) and the fourth clusters (44 to 4) have mostly circular tombs. The
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Type of ground plan
Circular Rectangular Total

Western 17 25 42
group

cluster 1 54 54 108
Eastern cluster 2 5 55 60
group cluster 3 143 79 222

cluster 4 44 4 48

subtotal 246 192 438

Total 263 217 480

Chi-square tests of probablility of relation:

1. Between type of ground plan and the two main spatial group: P2 = 2.42, with one degree of
freedom. Level of rejection of the null hypothesis (i.e. no association) is larger than 10%, indicating
there is no strong statistical relation between the two variables.

2. Between type of ground plan and the four clusters of the eastern group: P2 = 88.37, with three
degrees of freedom. Level of rejection of the null hypothesis is smaller than 0.001%, indicating there is
significant evidence of an association between the two variables. The strength of the association can be
measured using the Cramer'V test: V = 0.45 (between 0 and 1).

3. Between type of ground plan of the western group of tombs and the four clusters of tombs in the
eastern group: P2 = 91.59, with four degrees of freedom. Level of rejection of the null hypothesis is
smaller than  0.001 %, indicating a significant evidence for an association between the two variables. 

Figure 26. Summary of statistical relations between type of ground plan and the spatial distribution of tombs 

first cluster has an equal number of circular and rectangular ground plans (54 of each type). The
variation in the numbers of types of ground plans indicates that within three clusters (e.g. the
second, third, and fourth) a preference can be observed for either the circular of the rectangular
ground plan. The association between ground plan and spatial cluster is statistically significant
enough to suggest that within certain clusters of the eastern group a preference for a particular
type of ground plan may be evident (see fig. 26, nos. 2-3).

Besides the type of ground plan, Tsountas presented specific details about the shape and
dimensions of 32 individual tombs (see table 5). Here we also see a slight preference for circular
ground plans (14 examples) over rectangular ones (10). The other eight tombs were either too
disturbed or destroyed to allow the ground plan or dimensions to be recorded. Of the eight
tombs in the western group excavated by Doumas in 1962, five have a circular ground plan and
three are rectangular. The two tombs found in this western part during the survey of 1991 have
circular ground plans. It seems that the variation between these two types of ground plans was
less marked in the western group than in the eastern group. Also, the fact that during the survey
of 1991 no rectangular tombs were encountered may suggest that circular to oval shaped ground
plans were more predominant than the rectangular ground plans.
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2.6.2. Dimensions

Besides the general shape of the ground plan, Tsountas also provided information concerning the
specific dimensions of 22 of the 32 tombs at Chalandriani described in his published report.157

Doumas’ measurements158 and those taken during the survey of 1991 are listed in table 5 above.
Here we see that there is a considerable variation in the dimensions of individual tombs. Tombs
with a circular or oval ground plan almost never have a pure and regular shape. In most cases two
measurements are given for the diameter, indicating that the shape varied between a maximum
and a minimum value. The maximum figures of the diameter have an average of 127.24 cm
(varying between 90 and 158 cm, σ 18.75), while the minimum figures have an average of 102.67
cm (varying between 82 and 135 cm, σ 13.92). The height inside these circular tombs lies between
60 and 90 cm with an average of 86 cm (σ 4.89). The four tombs investigated during the survey
of 1991 are all circular in shape. Their dimensions have an average maximum diameter of 123.0
cm (varying between 90 and 150, σ 24.23) and an average minimum diameter of 98.33 cm
(varying between 75 and 140 cm, σ 29.53). The average height is 65 cm. These figures closely
resemble the figures calculated from the sample of previously excavated tombs. 

The tombs with rectangular ground plans have an average length of 127.45 cm (varying
between 56 and 160 cm, σ 25.61) and an average width of 85.73 cm (varying between 56 and 105
cm, σ 14.05). Excluding the exceptionally small dimensions of Tomb 415, the averages of these
tombs are 134.60 cm (σ 12.64) in length and 80.70 (σ 10.95) in width. The interior height is
known of only three tombs with rectangular ground plan, giving an average height of 81.67 cm
(varying between 70 and 90, σ 14.72). 

2.6.3. Orientation

Early Cycladic tombs are, in general, not orientated towards any standard map reference.
Distinction must be made between those cemeteries on relatively flat surfaces and those on
sloping grounds. The former may have larger variation in the orientations of individual tombs
than the latter, where choices are restricted by the direction of the slope of the terrain. The
orientation of the entrances could only be established of three of the four tombs investigated in
1991. Tombs A and B, on sloping ground, have their entrances to the northeast and north
respectively, facing the downward slope of the terrain towards the sea. With regard to the other
two tombs, C and D, the first one does not have an entrance, while the other (D) was oriented
towards the downward slope towards the north-northwest. Six of the eight tombs investigated by
Doumas in 1962 show an apparent orientation to the northeast, facing the valley and the
downwards direction of the slope. Taken together, the evidence from Chalandriani, although
small, does seem to indicate a preferred orientation of the tomb entrances. In all known cases the
tombs are placed with their entrance to a map reference lying between the northwest and the
northeast.
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2.7. Burial arrangements and furnishings

After the construction of the burial facility, which would become the final resting place of the
deceased, various arrangements and furnishings were sometimes added to the tomb or grave.
These aspects are closely associated with the burial program or ritual. Details regarding the
funerary customs that may have been practised at Chalandriani can be found in the publication
by Tsountas.159 In general, these aspects can be divided into three groups. The first consists of
those activities and arrangements that are mainly structural or architectural in nature. They are the
final preparations of and additions to the burial facility before it can receive the body that is to be
buried. These tomb furnishings are associated with the burial facility itself. The second group of
burial arrangements are related to the body that is buried. These include aspects such as the
position and posture of the body when it was laid out in the tomb, the orientation of the head or
face, and the attire in which the body is buried. The third group of burial arrangements consist of
the placement and arrangement of the material offerings that accompany the deceased in the
tomb.

2.7.1. Tomb furnishings

There is no evidence at Chalandriani of constructions outside the tombs, such as platforms or
walls, as seen in other cemeteries in the Cyclades or the Aegean in general.160 Several of the tombs
at Chalandriani possess features which can be considered as tomb furnishings which are
additional to the standard tomb contruction. They serve to embellish the construction or
facilitate the subsequent burial arrangements. In three tombs excavated by Tsountas, stones had
been placed inside which were not part of the tomb structure. In Tomb 345 a large stone slab
formed a floor on which the deceased was laid out. In two other tombs (Tomb 166 and 174, see
above), loose stones were placed near the head, hands or body of the deceased. The purpose of
these stones is unknown. Another such stone was found under the skull in Tomb 174. It clearly
served as a pillow upon which the head of the deceased was placed.161 Another feature of some
of the tombs at Chalandriani, are the small niches in the wall. Tomb 351 had such a niche in the
back wall in which a group of offerings was placed. A similar niche with offerings was found in
the right wall of Tomb 468. Finally, one last architectural feature is the stone slab that was placed
in the doorway of Tomb D, investigated during the survey of 1991. It seems probable that similar
stone slabs were also placed in other tombs with such doorways. It would serve to close the tomb
off and prevent the interference of the burials by animals or other agents.

2.7.2. Body posture and position

Virtually all the tombs consisted of single burials, while only nine tombs contained two or three
burials.162 According to Tsountas these tombs were not differentiated by dimension or shape
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from the tombs with single burials. Unfortunately the exaact location of these tombs, and their
relationship to the cemetery, is unknown. From the few illustrated tomb contents published in
Tsountas and his descriptions of the skeletal remains found in many of the  tombs, we may
observe that secondary burial was not widely practised at Chalandriani. 

The posture of the body buried in the tombs at Chalandriani shows both differences and
similarities with contemporary graves in the Cyclades. As in most graves during the Early Bronze
Age, persons buried in the Cycladic cemeteries are generally placed in a contracted or flexed
position. The knees are drawn up towards the abdomen or the chest, and the hands are brought
in front of the face. Although undoubtedly associated with a foetal position it may also have a
more pragmatic reason. Soils and rock surfaces of most cemetery sites were generally difficult to
dig into. Large graves, as would be needed for persons buried in full extended position, would
involve a high investment in energy. Burying people in a flexed and contracted position required
smaller grave pits and consequently less energy and building material. 

Another factor in the burials is the side the body was lying upon. Whereas in many of these
graves in the Early Bronze Age Cyclades the bodies were placed on their right side, at
Chalandriani the body was usually lying on its left side.163 Only two examples are known from
Chalandriani where the body was on its right side. Although the sample of tombs from which
this information is gathered is rather small, there seems to be a preference for placing the
deceased on the left side (see table 5). The choice of laying a body on either side was probably
deliberate, and may be related to gender, age, and status of the deceased. For the Neolithic period
in Europe Ian Hodder suggests a relationship between sex and the side the body was lying upon.
He argues that males were generally lying on their right side, while females were on their left side.
Similarly, in Neolithic graves in central and southern Italy such a relationship has been postulated
between categories of buried persons and their gender and age. Adult males were, in general,
lying on their right side, whereas all other persons (females and juveniles) were on their left side.
A distinction was possibly made between those persons who had passed a certain ritual threshold
(adult males) and other unmarked individuals.164 

Although not specifically stated by Tsountas in his publication we may assume that most if
not all bodies were lying with their backs against the wall and their face towards the entrance. On
one occasion Tsountas explicitly describes the body of the deceased lying with its face towards
the back wall (Tomb 345, see above). 

2.7.3. Placement of offerings

Most, but not all, of the tombs in Chalandriani contained offerings. As will be discussed in the
next chapter, a large number of tomb inventories have been reconstructed from the museum
documents that are available. The most common artefacts buried with the deceased in the tombs
were usually ceramic and stone vases. Other artefacts, such as metal artefacts, bone tools,
obsidian blades, shells, or marble figurines were also deposited in a number of these tomb
inventories. The objects found inside a tomb may be divided into three categories. Some objects
may be part of the attire or clothing the deceased was wearing during the burial proceedings.
When placed in their final resting place, the deceased was sometimes provided with food and
beverages, usually placed in appropriate ceramic vessels. Finally, objects of social and/or ritual
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meanings could be added to the contents of the tombs. Among these kinds of objects we can
distinguish personal belongings, tools or toolkits, status markers, or symbols. One of the criteria
by which objects may be attributed to one of these categories is the precise location of the
objects in the tomb. Objects were placed at or around the body: by the feet, the knees, between
the lower legs, or behind the head or body, or at different locations inside the tomb: the inside
corners of the tomb, either in the front or the back. In some tombs at Chalandriani a separate
group of offerings was placed in a special niche in one of the walls of the tombs. 

Tsountas mentions the fact that in four tombs bronze pins were found on the body, usually
near the shoulders. In Tomb 207 a bronze pin with a solid ball-head was found on the throat,
while in Tomb 247 a similar pin lay on one of the shoulder bones.165 This clearly indicates that
the deceased was buried wearing some kind of dress that was held together at the shoulder by a
pin. Other pins, either of bronze or bone, may have had similar functions. The various beads of
stone or shell found in a number of tombs were probably necklaces worn by the deceased. Tomb
468 contained two curious bone rings, one of which carries what looks like a seal. Both objects
are very worn, but they may have served as finger rings. It appears that at least some of the
persons buried at Chalandriani were dressed possibly in robes with various kinds of jewellery.

Objects accompanying the burial in the tomb were usually placed near the head and/or
around the body. In a number of cases objects were found by the hands and in front of the face.
Sometimes, as in Tomb 322, one of the hands of the deceased was found on the object. These
usually consisted of bowls and cups, either of clay or stone, which probably contained food or a
beverage. Bosanquet reported that the conical cup he found inside the tomb he investigated
probably contained some liquid. The soil was caked together inside the cup.166 

Finally, a large number of objects were placed inside the tombs as offerings to accompany the
deceased. Some of these objects were tools, usually of metal or bone, others were probably
associated with daily life. These may have been personal possessions. Other kinds of objects are
more enigmatic in their fuction or meaning. Various types of elaborate pottery, such as frying
pans, collared jars, and pyxides, were too fine in manufacture and decoration to have been made
for every day use.

2.7.4. Human remains

Although no skeletal remains have been preserved or described in the published reports of the
investigations at Chalandriani, we have a few scraps of information regarding the bodies that
were buried in the tombs at Chalandriani. Four excavated tombs are depicted in black-and-white
photographs in the article by Tsountas. These show skeletal remains and offerings lying in situ
(figs. 27-28). In an article on the skeletal material from Attica, the anthropologist Lawrence
Angel mentions the existence of nine skulls from Syros in the collection of the Anthropological
Museum in Athens.167 It is more than probable that these skulls originated from the excavations
by Tsountas or Stephanos.168 
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Figure 27. Views inside two different tombs at Chalandriani (after Tsountas, 1899, pls.1-2)

Three skulls from Syros are included in a study by N.I. Xirotiris on the population dynamics
and biological variation of the people living in Bronze Age Greece.169 His main objective in this
study is to investigate the supposed northern origins of the Indo-European population of Greece
in this period. To this end he analyzed a group of 80 male skulls from various sites in Greece. It
is, however, not a representative cross-section of the Bronze Age population in Greece, but only
a random sample taken from the few published studies that are available. In his research, Xirotiris
only analyzed male skeletons, on the basis of an ill-formed hypothesis taken from Gimbutas that
of the ‘Kurgan people’ nearly all of the burials were of males. Without going into details about
these hypotheses we will extract some details regarding Xirotiris’ analyses which include the three
male skulls from Early Bronze Age Syros. 

Xirotiris presents four figures depicting dendrograms of the calculated multidimensional
distances of ten factors taken from 38 measurements of the 80 male skulls. Within the group
from the Early Bronze Age the three skulls from Syros fell into two clusters. The first cluster, A1,
comprises ten individuals including one from Syros, and others from Ayios Kosmas (Attica),
Gortys (Crete), Thermi (Lesbos), and Paros. This cluster shows strong phenotypic similarities and
probably represents the common Mediterranean racial stock. The second cluster, A2, contains
three individuals of which two are from Syros, with a third from Ayios Kosmas. 

When skulls from both the Early and the Middle Bronze Age were compared, four clusters
were recognized. Two of these clusters include skulls from Syros. Cluster A4 is composed of four
individuals, two of which are from Syros and another two from the Middle Helladic site of Asini
in the Argolid. The third skull from Syros is part of cluster A6 together with six others from
Asini, Ayios Kosmas, Eleusis, and Vorou (Crete). All clusters in this second analysis show a
remarkable homogeneity and also a mixture of Early Bronze Age island with Middle Bronze Age
Mainland individuals. 

Several peculiarities can be observed from these analyses by Xirotiris. Although three skulls
from Syros is an extremely small sample for establishing their biological relations, there does
appear to be a connection between the males from Syros and those from Ayios Kosmas. This
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Figure 28. View inside Tomb 205 and another tomb at Chalandriani (after Tsountas, 1899, pls. 3-4)

enforces the cultural similarities many have observed between these two sites.170 The variability
between individuals from one site (e.g. Ayios Kosmas) is probably more likely the result of local
factors (such as being a harbour site) than from migrations of new populations into the Aegean.
Other sites and regions associated with the male skulls from Syros are Paros and Naxos in the
Cyclades, Gortys in Crete, and Thermi on Lesbos. Here also a common Aegean biological stock
or group seems to be present. 

2.8. Prehistoric habitation at Chalandriani

Cemeteries dating to the Early Bronze Age period have been found on a large number of
Cycladic islands. In many cases these cemeteries are accompanied by settlements lying in their
immediate vicinity.171 Unfortunately only a few of these settlements have been excavated and
published.

The existence of a cemetery at Chalandriani implies that a related settlement may be expected
nearby. Tsountas mentioned in his publication observing traces of prehistoric walls near the
chapel of the Panayia at Chalandriani as well as several fragments of large pithoi which were
clearly not associated with the tombs.172 These remains lay scattered over the terrain to the west
of the cemetery, in the area of the modern village of Chalandriani. Similar observations were
published by Caskey in 1964, who states that traces of prehistoric walls could be seen lying to the
west of the cemetery. Early Bronze Age pottery sherds of a sauceboat and an incised pyxis,
together with some other fragments, were handed to Colin Renfrew in 1963 by a local farmer.
They were found in an area about one kilometre southwest of the fortified settlement on the hill
of Kastri. This probably corresponds to the location of the principal settlement as suggested by
Tsountas and Caskey. Sherds belonging to the Syros-Keros culture together with large quantities
of obsidian (specially blades) have been reported by F. Aron for the whole plateau of
Chalandriani.173 In 1998 Ephoria of the Cyclades initiated a renewed search for the location of



CHAPTER TWO

174  Mathari (1998), 22.

86

the settlement near and associated with the cemetery at Chalandriani. The results were published
in a preliminary publication which included a photograph of the remains of an Early Bronze Age
wall found in the courtyard of a house in the village at Chalandriani. It is suggested that the
prehistoric settlement, now lying under the present village of Chalandriani, may have extended
over one hectare. Among the finds were wall remains and various finds.174




