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Preface 
 
At the end of this journey, which has been relatively smooth, it is good to 
look back to its beginning. Right from the start the fiscus Judaicus seemed to 
be an ideal subject, because it gave me the opportunity to combine my 
interests in Roman, Jewish and early Christian history of the first and early 
second century; or, more specifically, to combine my Master’s Degrees in 
Ancient History (1985) and Theology (New Testament, 2006). When I first 
came to know this Roman financial institution in more detail in the course of 
2006, I quickly noticed that many pieces of the puzzle might come together, 
if the information about the fiscus Judaicus under the Roman emperors 
Domitian and Nerva would be linked to a number of New Testament books 
and Jewish traditions from the Talmud. Moreover, I immediately wondered 
why this Roman piece of the puzzle had often been put aside by scholars of 
early Christian history, when it seemed to be so important. This is the reason 
why I started writing this thesis, of which the main purpose probably is to 
convince other scholars of the relevance of this Roman fiscus for early 
Jewish and Christian history, including their mutual relationship in the last 
decades of the first century and beyond. 

It goes without saying that this project would not have been possible 
without the help and support of many people. First of all I would like to 
thank my main supervisor Prof. dr. George van Kooten for providing me 
with constructive criticism, stimulating conversation and useful suggestions 
along the way. His support has been invaluable. 
  I also thank my second supervisor Prof. dr. Bernard Stolte, for his careful 
reading of the manuscript, his constructive criticism and valuable comments. 
Our meetings in the Law Faculty of the University of Groningen were very 
rewarding. 

I further wish to render thanks to the members of the manuscript 
committee: Prof. dr. M.D. Goodman (Oxford), Prof. dr. P.W. van der Horst 
(Utrecht), and Prof. dr. J.N. Bremmer (Groningen). Prof. Goodman showed 
an early interest in my study when I sent him a rough outline of my views in 
late 2006 and I am very grateful that he found the time to comment on some 
of the early chapters and in the end was willing to be a member of the 
manuscript committee. Prof. Van der Horst looked in more detail at the 
chapter about Jewish identity (including birkat ha-minim) and I am very 
grateful for his comment and his accepting to be a member of the manuscript 
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committee as well. I also thank Prof. Bremmer for his general comment and 
his sharing of his expertise on the Acts of John. 

Furthermore, I would like to thank Dr. Gabriella Gelardini (Basel), who 
took the time to read my chapter on the Letter to the Hebrews and discuss 
this with me, which was very helpful. 

I would also like to express my gratitude to Karin Neutel, Henk van 
Putten, Birgit van der Lans and Kees van Dorp, all fellow (PhD-)students, 
for our conversations, reading sessions and lunches. They will always be 
among my best memories of this period. 

Furthermore, I would like to thank family, friends, fellow members of the 
‘Leerhuis Hoogeveen’, colleagues and business partners, who often inquired 
about my progress and showed a real interest in the subject. And, referring to 
the latter (colleagues and business partners), perhaps my daily dealings with 
legal and fiscal matters in my part-time position as corporate insurance 
manager of a Dutch multinational corporation, also made me sensitive to the 
importance of issues of a similar nature at the end of the first century. 

Last, but certainly not least, I am grateful to my parents for their love, 
interest and support over many years and in particular to my wife Arine, my 
sons David and Hans, and my daughter Qian for their invaluable love and 
the necessary distraction from more serious matters that they provided.  
 
Marius Heemstra 
Hoogeveen, The Netherlands 
July 2009 
 
 
 
 
 




