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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

Rebekah Ahrendt (Utrecht University) 
Peace and Justice on the Lyric Stage: Backstage 
with Lully’s Psyché 
 
Charles Walton (University of Warwick) 
Between Redistribution and Abundance: Social Rights 
in the Longue Durée 
 

 

 

 



TIMETABLE 
 

DAY 1 

11:00 Registration 
12:30 Lunch 
13:30 Parallel Sessions (1.1–1.4) 
16:00 Keynote I & Drinks Reception 

DAY 2 

09:00 Parallel Sessions (2.1–2.4) 
11:00 Coffee Break & Publisher Meet-Up 
11:30 Parallel Sessions (3.1–3.5) 
13:00 Lunch / SSFH AGM 
14:00 Parallel Sessions (4.1–4.4) 
15:30 Coffee Break   
16:00 Keynote II 
17:00 Photo Op 
17:30 Optional City Tour 
19:00 Dinner 

DAY 3 

09:30 Parallel Sessions (5.1–5.3) 
11:00 Coffee Break  
11:30 Parallel Sessions (6.1–6.2) 
13:30 Conference Ends 
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1: Academy Building        4: Martini Church 

2: Forum    5: Restaurant Florentin            

3: Lutheran Church  6: Train Station 

1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



KEYNOTE I 

Peace and Justice on the Lyric Stage: Backstage 
with Lully’s Psyché 

Rebekah Ahrendt (Utrecht University) 

The Hague, 1 September 1697. France withdraws 

its offer of peace with the Holy Roman Empire, 

throwing the expected conclusion of the Nine 

Years’ War into disarray. Unfortunately for the 

resident troupe of French actors and their 

orchestra, their peace-themed show – Psyché - is 

already in rehearsals. What to do? Their creative 

solutions reveal not only the checkered legal past 

of “Molière’s” play, but also the significance of the 

lyric stage in modelling social justice and 

harmonious international relations. Listening 

behind the scenes to the development of a 

soundtrack for peace, this talk draws out lessons 

relevant to today’s polycentric and polyphonic 

diplomatic landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KEYNOTE II 

Between Redistribution and Abundance: Social Rights 
in the Longue Durée 

Charles Walton (University of Warwick) 

This keynote traces a long history of social rights with 
France at its centre, focusing on a persistent tension 
between two imagined ways of securing individual well-
being: redistribution and abundance. From medieval 
doctrines of necessity and subsistence to Enlightenment 
political economy and the French Revolution, claims to 
social rights were shaped—and constrained—by 
competing assumptions about scarcity, growth and 
obligation. The revolutionary moment, in particular, 
brought these tensions into sharp relief, as social rights 
were alternately grounded in market-generated 
abundance and pressed into more explicitly redistributive 
forms. Rather than telling a story of linear progress, the 
lecture emphasises ruptures, reversals, and recurring 
controversies around justiciability and duties. In teasing 
out this tension between redistribution and abundance 
across time, within and beyond France, it reflects on why 
social rights have proven both resilient and fragile—and 
on what their past can tell us about their possible futures 
in the age of artificial intelligence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 1: Tuesday 30 June 
 

11:00 - 12:30 Conference Registration (Academy Hall) 

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch (Bruinszaal) 

13:30 - 15:30 Parallel session 1 

 

Panel 1.1 (Senaatskamer): Construire la paix civile en 
état de guerre : La mission impossible de la Terreur? 

Chair: Pierre Serna (Université de Paris 1 – Panthéon 
Sorbonne) 

1. Le code des Terreurs : Anticiper la paix en temps 
d’exception 

        Anne Simonin (CNRS-EHESS) 

2. The People’s Justice: Social Peace through Law in the 
Year II 

       Carla Hesse (University of California, Berkeley) 

 

 

 

 



Panel 1.2 (A2): Huguenot Exile, Refuge, and Protestant 
Solidarity 

Chair: Sherilyn Bouyer (University of Groningen) 

1. From Subjects to Foreigners? Legal Status and 
Negotiation Strategies of Returning Huguenot Exiles 
in Early Eighteenth-Century France 

       Yi-Sheng Lin (EHESS) 

2. Solidarity or Interference? Protestant Powers 
Financing the Camisards (1702–1710) 

       Lionel Laborie (Leiden University) 

3. The Forbidden Bestsellers of The Hague: Huguenot 
Exiles and the Rise of the French Literary 
Underground         
David van der Linden (University of Groningen) 

Panel 1.3 (A3): Republic, Fraternity, and Emancipation in 
the Nineteenth Century 

Chair: Máire F. Cross (Newcastle University) 

1. Fraternity, Transnational Solidarity, and Social Justice 
in the 1840s 

        Camille Creyghton (Utrecht University) 

2. A Republic for Our Sons, Not Our Fathers: Peace, 
Justice, and the Republic in the works of Jean-Félix 



Mas and Joseph Déjacque between 1848 and the 
American Exile 

      Ben Stemper (Uppsala University) 

3. “The Women in Particular Are Irascible”: Freed 
Women’s Labor and Republican Emancipation, 
1848–1852 

        Deirdre Lyons (University of Chicago) 

4. Reimagining the French Revolution: Female Agency 
and Social Mobility in George Sand’s Nanon (1872) 

        Marie-Claire Hoferer (Cornell University) 

Panel 1.4 (A7): Socialism, Migration and 
Transnationalism Before 1914 

Chair: David Klemperer (University of Bath) 

1. The Wages of Peace: French Intellectuals on War and 
Peace, 1900–1914 

        Matthew Maguire (DePaul University) 

2. French Socialists and the “Migration Question”: 
Between International Solidarity and Xenophobia 
(1880–1914) 

        Elena Montanaro (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam) 

3. Transatlantic and Transcolonial Movements of 
Transnational Volunteers in the Franco-Prussian 
War: Fighting for and Thinking about a Just World 

        Alex Summers (University of Strathclyde) 



4. Mapping Racial Antisemitism: The Press in Settler-
Colonial Algeria (1870–1914) 

        Eline van Erdewijk (University of Groningen) 

16:00 Keynote I & Drinks Reception 

“Peace and Justice on the Lyric Stage: Backstage 
with Lully’s Psyché” 

Rebekah Ahrendt (Utrecht University) 

With live music performed by Musica Poetica, dir. Jörn 
Boysen, performing selections from the play Psyché, 
music by Jean-Baptiste Lully, texts by Molière, Pierre 
Corneille, Philippe Quinault, and Lully. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 2: Wednesday 1 July 

 

09:00 - 11:00: Parallel Session 2 

 

Panel 2.1 (Senaatskamer): Justice, délation, et répression 
au ras du sol durant la Terreur : quand commence et 
comment terminer la discorde civile ? 

Chair: Anne Simonin (CNRS-EHESS) 

1. 1793: Les suspects – motifs d’incarcération : des 
délits qui ne sont pas qualifiés 
 Catherine Schmidt (Université de Paris 1 – Panthéon       
Sorbonne) 

2. Les dénonciations thermidoriennes de la Terreur 
       Stefan Lemny (Bibliothèque nationale de France) 

3. L’échec de la Haute cour de Justice d’Orléans ou le 
début des désordres civils et les prémices de la 
Terreur 
Pierre Serna (Université de Paris 1 – Panthéon    
Sorbonne) 
 

 

 



Panel 2.2 (A2): Reformation, Confession, and Peace 
Across Borders 

Chair: Nina Lamal (HUC KNAW Amsterdam) 

1. Confessional Connections Across Borders: Peace 
and Justice in the Reformation 

       Penny Roberts (University of Warwick) 

2. Associations of Belonging: Looking for Safety in 
Numbers During the Wars of Religion 

       Jonas van Tol (University of Amsterdam) 

3. Trans-Atlantic Peace and Religious Interactions in 
Sixteenth-Century French Settlements and Cities 

       Austin Collins (Gardner-Webb University) 

4. Violent Retribution as Peace-Making in Reformation 
Geneva 

       Sara Beam (University of Victoria) 

 

Panel 2.3 (A3): Between Metropole and Periphery in the 
Fifth Republic 

Chair: Sasha Goldstein-Sabbah (University of 
Groningen) 

1. State Planning and the Stabilization of Political 
Conflict in the Early Fifth Republic, 1958–1968 

       Hugo Lopes Williams (University of Oxford) 



2. Peace and Justice and the “Single Struggle” of 
General Jacques Pâris de Bollardière (1907–1986) 

       Hugh McDonnell (University of Groningen) 

3. French Cars and Gulf Wars: Post-1945 Modernization 
and the Origins of Western Military Interventions in 
the Greater Middle East 

        Manuel Dorion-Soulié (École Polytechnique) 

4. Networks of Love: Families and “Diaspora” in the 
Iran-Based Alliance Israélite Universelle, 1908–1978 

       Isabelle Headrick (University of Texas at Austin) 

Panel 2.4 (A7): Droits et santé I 

Chair: Rebecca P. Scales (Rochester Institute of 
Technology) 

1. The Demand for a “Right to Sleep” at the Turn of the 
Twentieth Century 

       Sophie Panziera (EHESS–Centre Alexandre Koyré) 

2. Qui a le droit d’être sauvé? Urgence vitale et 
élaboration d’un droit au secours en France (années 
1940–1980) 

        Charles-Antoine Wanecq (Sciences Po Lille, HARTIS) 

3. Réguler les conflits avec les médecins? L’action du 
conseil départemental de l’Ordre des médecins de la 
Seine (1940–1949) 

        Claire Barillé (Université de Lille, HARTIS) 



11:00 - 11:30: Coffee Break (Bruinszaal)  
Sponsored by the Commission internationale d’histoire 
de la Révolution française (CIHRF) 
 
11:00 - 11:30: Publisher Meet-Up (A20) 
Meet up during the break with Claire Eldridge, editor of 
French History, and Jennifer Sessions, series editor of 
Studies in Modern French and Francophone History 
(Manchester University Press), for an informal chat to 
discuss publication plans.  

11:30 - 13:00: Parallel Session 3 

Panel 3.1 (Senaatskamer): Confessional Justice and 
Religious Governance 

Chair: Penny Roberts (University of Warwick) 

1. Making Peace in the Public Service: Power, Justice, 
and Reconciliation at the end of the Wars of Religion 

       Lucas Lehéricy (Sorbonne Université) 

2. The Relationship Between the Judiciary and the 
Huguenot Minority in Saumur (1630–1685) 
Léo Maillé (Le Mans Université/University of 
Groningen) 

3. Peace on Trial: The Chambre de l’Édit of Castres and 
the Breakdown of Post-War Justice 

      Sherilyn Bouyer (University of Groningen) 



Panel 3.2 (A2): The Administration of Revolutionary 
Justice 

Chair: Francesco Buscemi (University of Groningen) 

1. Negotiating Peace Between Citizens: Conflict 
Resolution in Police Investigations During the French 
Revolution in Caen 

       Félix Brêteau (Université de Caen-Normandie) 

2. Requisitioning Justice: War, Subsistence, and 
Revolutionary Governance, 1792–1795 

       Zelai Xie (King's College London) 

3. The Resurrection(s) of Pierre-Joseph Dauchez: 
Counter-Revolutionary Religion and Ritual in Pas-de-
Calais (1793–1794) 

       Chelsea Younglove (University of Warwick) 

4. Re-Legitimising Justice After the “Terror”: The 
Thermidorian Conundrum of Imprisonment 

       Leon Hughes (Trinity College Dublin) 

Panel 3.3 (A3): Striving Towards a Fairer Society Through 
Philanthropy 

Chair: Geoff Read (Huron University) 

1. “A French Gift to Britain”: London’s Dispensaire 
Français and l’Hôpital Français in War and Peace at 
the turn of the Twentieth Century 



Debra Kelly and Saskia Huc-Hepher (University of 
Westminster) 

2. At the Intersection of Private Philanthropy and State 
Relief: The Role of Eugene Brieux in Supporting Blind 
Soldiers of the First World War 

           Marjorie Gehrhardt (University of Reading) 

3. Mobilizing for Polio: Disability, Epidemic Disease, 
and the Charitable Welfare State, 1945–1968 

       Rebecca Scales (Rochester Institute of Technology) 

Panel 3.4 (A7): Droits et santé II 

Chair: Claire Barillé (Université de Lille, HARTIS) 

1. Healthcare Costs: The Financial Strategies of a 
National Psychiatric Hospital (Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Centuries) 
 Agathe Meridjen-Manoukian (Université Paris 
Nanterre) 

2. Le droit à la santé à l’épreuve du quotidien colonial : 
une histoire par le bas de la citoyenneté médicale au 
Sénégal (fin XIXe–milieu XXe siècle) 

       Biram Ba (EHESS-Cermes–CNRS-Paris Cité) 

3. Revendiquer l’hospitalisation, droit ou névrose ? : les 
signalements pour troubles mentaux d'Algérien.nes 
à Paris (années 1950–années 1980) 

        Paul Marquis (CNRS / HARTIS) 



Panel 3.5 (A900, Broerstraat 9): Activism, 
Internationalism, and Francophone Protest Cultures 

Chair: Itay Lotem (University of Westminster) 

1. A French Immunity to Hollanditis? Francophone 
Peace Activism in the 1980s 

             Luc-André Brunet (The Open University) 

2. Rough-Handed Solidarity and the Larzac: Peace, 
Justice, and Internationalism in a Sheep Farmers’ 
Struggle (1970–now) 

       Andrew Smith (Queen Mary, University of London) 

3. Silenced Voices, Resisting Sounds: Francophone 
Rap Engagé and its Afterlives 

             Ali Touilila (Yale University) 

 

13:00 - 14:00: Lunch (Bruinszaal) 

 

SSFH Annual General Meeting (Senaatskamer) 

During the lunch break, attendees are welcome to attend 
the annual general meeting (AGM) of the Society for the 
Study of French History, which will take place in the 
Senaatskamer.  

 



14:00 - 15:30: Parallel Session 4  

Panel 4.1 (Senaatskamer): War, Peace, and Political 
Violence from the Belle Époque to the 1930s 

Chair: Sasha Goldstein-Sabbah (University of 
Groningen) 

1. “The Problem of Peace”: French Socialists and the 
Threat of War, 1919–1939 

       David Klemperer (University of Bath) 

2. “Aux armes, nos camarades, pour la paix”: French 
Pacifist Propaganda Responds to Fascism  

       Lauren Jannette (Independent scholar) 

3. La Grande illusion: 1915–1916 Wartime Letters of the 
Pacifist Couple Marie-Louise Puech-Milhau (1876–
1966) and Jules-Louis Puech (1879–1957) 

       Máire Fedelma Cross (Newcastle University) 

 

Panel 4.2 (A2): Liberty, Republicanism, and Political 
Thought 

Chair: Camille Creyghton (Utrecht University) 

1. Antinobilisme, égalité et aristocratie légitime chez le 
marquis d’Argenson 

      Harim Yang (Sungkyunkwan University) 



2. Seeking Justice Outside the Courts: Complaints to 
the Administration des Cultes during the 
Restauration and the Monarchie de Juillet 

       Frédéric Fuzier (Université Rennes 2) 

3. Between Local Interest and Republicanism: The 
Parable of Trade During the French Revolution, 1787–
1794   
Niccolò Valmori (London School of Economics) 

 

Panel 4.3 (A3): Law, Rights, and Order in Early Modern 
France 

Chair: David van der Linden (University of Groningen) 

1. The “Murderous Nibbling of Farm Animals” in the 
Forests of Early Modern France 

       Elisabeth Salje (Birkbeck College, London) 

2. Policing International Print in Early Modern Europe: 
French Diplomatic Interventions in Seventeenth-
Century Italy and the Low Countries 
 Kerrewin van Blanken (Leiden University) and Nina 
Lamal (HUCKNAW Amsterdam) 

3. The Rights of Those who “Resided in Violence”: 
Prisoner Justice, Rights, and the Law in the Franco-
Dutch wars (1672–1712) 

        Joost Oosterhuis (Durham University) 



Panel 4.4 (A7): Global France, Race, and Belonging 

Chair: Rachel Gillett (Utrecht University) 

1. “A Cohort of Shrews”: Race, Gender, and the Problem 
of Women on Board Voyages of Indian “Coolies” to 
the French Caribbean in the mid to late Nineteenth 
Century 

        Geoff Read (Huron University) 

2. Climate Change Diplomacy and North–South 
Relations: France from the Ozone Regime to Kyoto 

       Frank Gerits (Utrecht University) 

3. Talking about Race in France: Reassessing 2005 as a 
Discursive Turn in French Antiracism 

       Itay Lotem (University of Westminster) 

15:30: Coffee Break (Bruinszaal) 

16:00: Keynote II (Senaatskamer) 

“Between Redistribution and Abundance: Social 
Rights in the Longue Durée” 

Charles Walton (University of Warwick) 

 
17:30:     Guided City Tour (optional) 
19:00: Conference Dinner Restaurant Florentin, 
Langestraat 66, 9712 LT Groningen 
 



Day 3: Thursday 2 July 
 

09:30 - 11:00: Parallel Session 5 
 

Panel 5.1 (A2): Crime, Justice, and Society in the Long 
Twentieth Century I: Procedures & Practices 

Chair: Rachel White (University of Groningen) 

1. Egalitarian or Exceptional? Algerian Experiences of 
Military and Colonial (In)justice in the French Army 
(1914–1918)  
Claire Eldridge (University of Leeds) 

2. The Most Natural Route to the Truth: Power, 
Resistance, and Psychology in French Criminal 
Interrogations, 1897–1940 

       Elwin Hofman (Utrecht University) 

3. Beyond Binary Narratives of Repression: The Police, 
Queer Worlds, and Urban Society in Twentieth-
Century Paris 

       Romain Jaouen (ENS Lyon/Sciences Po Paris) 

 

 

 



Panel 5.2 (A3): Authority, Conflict, and Local Justice in 
Premodern France 

Chair: David van der Linden (University of Groningen) 

1. Social Networks and Women’s Enmities in Early 
Modern France, 1680–1720 

       Sian Hibbert (University of York) 

2. From War to Peace: The Dijon Justice System and the 
Fight against Looters in the Aftermath of the 
Burgundian Wars (Late Fifteenth Century) 

       François Foulonneau (La Rochelle University) 

3. Between the Crusades and the Capetians: Matilda of 
Portugal, Pernelle de Chambon, and the Struggle for 
Political Authority: Female Dower Rights and 
Lordship in the Early Thirteenth Century 

      Darren Henry-Noel (Dalhousie University) 

 

Panel 5.3 (A7): Rethinking Justice, Common Good, and 
Public Interest in the Age of Revolutions 

Chair: Francesco Buscemi (University of Groningen) 

1. Plantation Economy, Property, and Justice: 
Collective Resources and Public Interest in French 
Saint-Domingue (1756–1804) 
Amanda Maffei (University of Milan) 



2. Establishing the “Common Good”: Discourse and 
Social Practices of Heritage Construction in 
Revolutionary Italy (1796–1804) 
Francesco Dendena (University of Milan) 

3. Fighting Rinderpest in the Cisalpine Republic (1796–
1799): A Political Debate About Public Health, 
Private Interests, and the Preservation of Justice 
Marco Emanuele Omes (University of Milan) 

 

11:00 - 11:30: Coffee break (Bruinszaal) 

 

11:30 - 13:00: Parallel Session 6  

 

Panel 6.1 (A2): Crime, Justice, and Society in the Long 
Twentieth Century II: Meanings & Memories 

Chair: Claire Eldridge (University of Leeds) 

1. Arresting Sounds: Policing and the Soundscape of 
Resistance from Point-a-Pitre to Paris, 1967 

        Rachel Anne Gillett (Utrecht University) 

2. Days of Reading: From the Prison to the Library in 
French Guiana and Vietnam 

        Sophie Fuggle (University of Liverpool) 



3.  The Margueritte Affair and the Transformation of 
Criminal Justice in   Colonial Algeria 

         Jennifer Sessions (University of Virginia 

 

Panel 6.2 (A3): Cultural and Political Responses to World 
War II 

Chair: Andrew Smith (Queen Mary, University of London) 

1. The French Resistance Movement and French-
Armenian Eyewitness Writers 

       Marine Ghazaryan (Yerevan State University) 

2. Jewish Artists Confront Fascism and the Holocaust 
       Richard D. Sonn (University of Arkansas) 

3. Redeeming Germany: A Radical Effort for Allyship 
after World War Two 

       Elana Passman (Earlham College) 

4. Between Irish Fenians and Jamaica’s Morant Bay 
Rebellion: Political Caricature in the Second Empire 
Visual Mass Entertainment Industry 

       Russell Stephens (University of British Columbia) 

 

13:00: Conference ends 

 



SSFH CONFERENCE CODE OF CONDUCT 

From its inception, SSFH has prided itself on providing a 
welcoming and supportive conference environment for 
scholars of all career-stages to engage in academic 
debate and networking. In this spirit, and with a 
continuing commitment to promoting equality and 
diversity in the conduct of our business, please take note 
of the following code of conduct to be observed at SSFH 
conferences and sponsored events: 

• All participants are to be treated with respect, and 
as entitled both to a hearing for their views, and to 
feel secure in the conference environment. 

• All participants are expected to speak and behave 
in a way which avoids causing others to feel 
disrespected, harassed, or threatened, for any 
reason. 

• All participants should respect the authority of 
panel chairs, most notably: 

- over the timing of presentations, which should 
be exercised to ensure equity between 
presenters, and adequate time for discussion 
within the session. 

- over management of discussion to ensure that, 
with limited time available, an equitable range of 
individuals are given the opportunity to ask 
questions; if time is particularly short, then 



priority for further interventions should be given, 
as far as practicable, to early-career scholars. 

• Questions and comments should always be 
directed to the subject-matter of presentations, 
and remain constructive in tone even, and 
especially, where appropriately critical. 

In the conduct of conference business, the following 
more specific points of protocol are to be adhered to: 

• Presentations should NOT be recorded or 
photographed without the specific prior consent 
of the individual presenter. 

• Conference proceedings are normally open to 
live-tweeting and any other indirect social-media 
dissemination, unless a specific presenter 
prefers that their material is kept within the room; 
panel chairs should make this clear where 
necessary, and all participants should respect 
any such restrictions. 

Any participant experiencing or witnessing conduct in 
contravention of the points above is encouraged to point 
it out, either directly, or confidentially by contacting the 
conference organizing team, in the knowledge that their 
concerns will be taken seriously. They can be contacted 
in person or via email: ssfh2026@rug.nl. Any participant 
may be asked to leave the event if their behaviour or 
speech breaches this code. 

mailto:ssfh2026@rug.nl


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ABSTRACTS 
REBEKAH AHRENDT 

Peace and Justice on the Lyric Stage: Backstage 
with Lully’s Psyché 

The Hague, 1 September 1697. France withdraws its offer of 
peace with the Holy Roman Empire, throwing the expected 
conclusion of the Nine Years’ War into disarray. Unfortunately 
for the resident troupe of French actors and their orchestra, 
their peace-themed show—Psyché—is already in rehearsals. 
What to do? Their creative solutions reveal not only the 
checkered legal past of “Molière’s” play, but also the 
significance of the lyric stage in modelling social justice and 
harmonious international relations. Listening behind the 
scenes to the development of a soundtrack for peace, this talk 
draws out lessons relevant to today’s polycentric and 
polyphonic diplomatic landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BIRAM BA 

Le droit à la santé à l’épreuve du quotidien 
colonial : une histoire par le bas de la 
citoyenneté médicale au Sénégal (fin XIXe–
milieu XXe siècle) 

Cette communication s’inscrit dans le cadre de ma recherche 
doctorale en cours sur le droit à la santé envisagé non comme 
une norme abstraite, mais comme une pratique sociale 
située, façonnée par des rapports de pouvoir, des usages 
ordinaires et des expériences vécues. À partir du cas du 
Sénégal à l’époque coloniale, elle interroge la manière dont 
les populations colonisées ont accédé, revendiqué, négocié 
ou contourné les dispositifs médicaux mis en place par 
l’administration française. 

 
En mobilisant une approche d’histoire par le bas, cette 
contribution s’intéresse aux interactions concrètes entre 
patients, soignants, auxiliaires médicaux et autorités 
coloniales, afin de mettre en lumière les formes ordinaires de 
ce que l’on peut qualifier de citoyenneté médicale. Bien que 
le droit à la santé ne soit ni explicitement formulé ni 
universellement reconnu dans le contexte colonial, les 
archives révèlent une multiplicité de situations où les 
individus mobilisent la médecine coloniale comme ressource 
: dépôts de plaintes, demandes de soins, recours aux 
hôpitaux, stratégies de déplacement ou de refus 
thérapeutique. 



 
Loin d’un modèle unilatéral de domination sanitaire, l’analyse 
montre que la médecine coloniale constitue un espace de 
négociation, dans lequel se redéfinissent les frontières de 
l’appartenance politique et sociale. Le droit à la santé 
apparaît ainsi comme un droit implicite, fragmenté et inégal, 
produit par les pratiques quotidiennes plutôt que par les seuls 
textes juridiques. En mettant l’accent sur les expériences 
locales et les trajectoires  individuelles, cette communication 
contribue à une histoire critique du droit à la santé, attentive 
aux héritages coloniaux et aux conditions historiques de son 
émergence. Elle invite enfin à repenser la citoyenneté 
médicale comme un processus relationnel, construit « par le 
bas », bien avant sa formalisation dans les cadres 
internationaux contemporains. 

 
BIOGRAPHY 
Doctorant-chercheur en histoire à l'EHESS (Cermes3), je 
travaille sur les politiques sanitaires coloniales au Sénégal 
(1895-1945), à travers une réflexion sur la citoyenneté 
médicale. titulaire d'un Master en histoire des relations 
internationales et stratégiques (UCAD), j'ai une solide 
formation en méthodologie de la recherche historique et 
qualitative. j'ai une expérience significative dans 
l'enseignement universitaire et secondaire, ainsi que dans 
l'encadrement pédagogique. Lauréat de plusieurs bourses de 
recherche et d'un contrat doctoral (2024-2027), mes travaux 
s'inscrivent à l'intersection de l'histoire coloniale, sociale et 
de la santé. 



CLAIRE BARILLÉ 

Réguler les conflits avec les médecins ? L’action 
du conseil départemental de l’Ordre des 
médecins de la Seine (1940–1949) 

 
Si la création du Conseil de l’Ordre des Médecins est bien 
l’oeuvre du régime de Vichy, elle répond à une demande 
ancienne de la part du corps médical. Ce Conseil se compose 
d’une instance nationale et d’instances départementales. 
Ces dernières sont en première ligne des différends pouvant 
surgir entre confrères ou bien entre patients et médecins. 
L’examen des dossiers du conseil de l’Ordre de la Seine entre 
1940 et 1949 permet d’interroger le sens et la pratique de 
cette institution d’autorité sur ces contentieux. Comment et à 
quel moment s’opère ce recours au conseil départemental ? 
Qui en sont les principaux acteurs ? Quels en sont les 
conséquences sur les médecins et comment les particuliers 
s’emparent-ils de cette instance ? La grande diversité des cas 
étudiés permet d’élaborer une typologie des plaintes dans le 
contexte particulier de l’Occupation et de l’immédiat après-
guerre. Elle fait également entendre la voix des patients. Elle 
contribue dès lors à réévaluer à nouveaux frais la dissymétrie 
de la relation médecin-malade en soulignant les marges de 
manœuvre de ceux-ci pour s’en détacher. Dans une 
perspective d’histoire de la médecine, elle contribue enfin à 
documenter la professionnalisation d’un corps médical 
hétérogène et désuni. 



Although the creation of the Conseil de l’Ordre des Médecins 
was the work of the Vichy regime, it responded to a long-
standing demand from the medical profession. This Council 
is composed of a national  body and departmental bodies. The 
latter are on the front line of disputes that may arise between 
colleagues or between patients and doctors. An examination 
of the files of the Seine Medical Council between 1940 and 
1949 allows us to question the meaning and practice of this 
authority in such disputes. How and when is recourse to the 
departmental council sought? Who are the main parties 
involved ? What are the consequences for doctors and how do 
individuals make use of this body? The wide variety of cases 
studied makes it possible to develop a typology of complaints 
in the specific context of the Occupation and the immediate 
post-war period. It also gives a voice to patients. It therefore 
contributes to a fresh reassessment of the asymmetry of the 
doctor-patient relationship by highlighting the scope for 
patients to break away from it. From a medical history 
perspective, it finally helps to document the 
professionalisation of a heterogeneous and disunited medical 
profession. 
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SARA BEAM 

Violent Retribution as Peace-Making in 
Reformation Geneva 

We do not tend to think of Geneva as a revolutionary place, 
but, in fact, as Bill Naphy’s research has demonstrated, 
Geneva experienced wave after wave of factionalism and 
factional violence during the revolutionary break with Savoy 
and the Roman Church (1526-1555). Although de facto 
independence was established after 1545, factional conflicts 
between a nativist group, the Enfants de Genève, and its 
opponents wracked the city until the election of 1555. This 
election established a small minority of councillors more 
sympathetic to Calvin’s vision of Protestant Reform on the 
executive Small Council, which also functioned as the city’s 
criminal court. Opponents to the regime were exiled en 
masse, but Geneva’s more powerful military ally Bern made it 
clear that death sentences for treason would not be tolerated. 

Instead, the Small Council prosecuted many elite men of 
dubious loyalty to the regime for sexual and spiritual crimes. 
Over the next decade, between 1555 and 1565, criminal 
justice in Geneva became unprecedentedly violent: the 
execution rate more than doubled and many high-status men 
were banished from the city. This harsh justice is usually 
understood in terms of moral cleansing and an enthusiasm for 
Protestant reform. Instead, I argue here that this was a 
political purging. Some victims included a former French 
bishop turned Protestant and several citizens who had briefly 
returned to Catholicism in the first years of the French Wars of 
Religion. This wave of reprisals effectively stifled political  



dissent and judicial violence against elite men specifically 
petered out during the second half of the 1560s. By the early 
1570s, the men elected to the political councils of Geneva 
were more uniform, as a second generation of Protestants 
born and raised in the city began to intermarry with more 
recent French exiles. This new oligarchic elite ruled the city 
unchallenged until the mid-eighteenth century. 
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SHERILYN BOUYER 

Peace on Trial: The Chambre de l’Édit of Castres 
and the Breakdown of Post-War Justice 

This paper will examine the long-term fragility of transitional 
justice mechanisms through the case of the Chambre de 
l’Édit of Castres, a judicial institution created in the aftermath 
of the French Wars of Religion to support pacification and 
confessional coexistence regulated by the Edict of Nantes 
(1598). The Chambre de l’Édit was designed as a bipartite 
court intended to maintain peace by ensuring judicial equality 
between Catholic and Protestant subjects. Its revocation in 
1679, six years prior to the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 
offers a revealing lens through which to study the relationship 
between the erosion of judicial reforms and the collapse of 
long-term peace settlements. The paper argues that the 
demise of the Chambre de l’Édit was not merely a judicial or 
administrative failure but a symptom of the erosion of the 
peace settlement itself. It shows that justice and 
reconciliation, initially aligned within the judicial framework of 
the Chambre de l’Édit, slowly drifted apart as political and 
social commitment to peace diminished. Drawing on case 
studies brought to the Chambre de l’Edit between 1665 and 
1677, this paper will focus on the litigants and their 
responsibilities in the long-term commitment to the bipartite 
court. From their lawsuits at court, this paper will examine 
how evolving local and national policies affected litigants’ 
reliance on the Chambre de l’Edit. This paper highlights a 
central lesson for the history of transitional justice: such 
mechanisms depend not only on their initial design but on 



sustained political and social commitment. Transitional 
justice, this paper suggests, must evolve alongside changing 
conceptions of peace, reconciliation, and authority if it is to 
remain effective over time. 
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FÉLIX BRÊTEAU 

Negotiating Peace Between Citizens: Conflict 
Resolution in Police Investigations During the 
French Revolution in Caen 

This paper will address the topic of conflict resolution in 
police investigations during the French Revolution in Caen. 
Based on an analysis of criminal court records from the 
Calvados Departmental Archives, 1,665 police investigations 
involving 2,801 suspects were studied. 

It seems clear that police investigations are intended for 
criminal justice purposes. However, during these 
investigations, it was noted that 253 suspects did not go to 
court, representing almost 9 % of suspects throughout the 
Revolution. Some conflicts were negotiated through 
settlement, financial compensation, withdrawal or pardon. 
These negotiations were often illegal. 

However, the main police officers who manage procedural 
files are “juges de paix”, who also administer civil justice to 
avoid overburdening criminal courts. Thus, the juges de paix 
favour negotiations in order to build the legitimacy of the new 
judicial and police system. 

In addition, during investigations, some files mention many 
other means of negotiation and regulation between citizens. 
Police officers are aware that they are only one means of 
bringing peace during a conflict, but other authorities are 
available to citizens in order to regulate conflicts. For 
example, they can resort to the mediation of a priest, a 



neighbour or a mediator officially appointed by the 
neighbourhood. Yet, as the Revolution destroyed most of the 
intermediaries that had regulated social conflicts, police 
officers emerged during this period as the main actors for 
bringing about and negotiating peace between citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BIOGRAPHY 

Félix Brêteau is a history professeur agrégé  and doctor at the 
University of Caen-Normandie. He currently works at the 
University of Caen-Normandie as a temporary teaching and 
research assistant (ATER). His research focuses on police 
investigations during the French Revolution in Caen. He 
studies the actors involved in police investigations, their 
techniques, their spaces, their tools, and their arresting of 
criminals during the investigations. He also pays attention to 
the unofficial actors in the investigation, such as forensic 
experts and citizens who contribute to the investigative 
process. 



LUC-ANDRÉ BRUNET 

A French Immunity to Hollanditis? Francophone 
Peace Activism in the 1980s 

The early 1980s marked the apogee of anti-nuclear and peace 
activism in Western Europe and North America, as millions of 
citizens protested the nuclear arms race. France has long 
been recognised as an outlier, as activism against nuclear 
weapons failed to flourish in the country. This paper considers 
France alongside two other francophone spaces within NATO 
– Wallonia and Québec – to show that the relative lack of 
interest in anti-nuclear activisURYm was in fact a broader 
francophone phenomenon. It explores the local factors 
behind Wallonia’s and Québec’s subdued anti-nuclear 
activism, in contrast with the burgeoning peace movements 
in Flanders and in English-speaking Canada. It then considers 
the limitations of a broader transnational francophone anti-
nuclear movement, to explain the marginal role played by 
francophone populations in the Euromissile Crisis of the 
1980s. 
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AUSTIN COLLINS 
Trans-Atlantic Peace and Religious Interactions 
in Sixteenth-Century French Settlements and 
Cities 

How did religious violence and intolerance in New World 
settlements influence the religious wars in Europe? How does 
the reciprocal relationship between the cities and 
settlements reveal new insights into global peace-making 
efforts during periods of extreme tension? This paper will 
present a proposed historical investigation into the reciprocal 
role of how New World settlements and French cities 
influenced the religious wars in Europe. 

The peace-making efforts in France were between Catholics 
and Protestants and involved thousands of people in each 
city. In the Americas, the peace-making efforts involved 
French Christians, and along with settlers, Native Americans, 
and the Spanish with a smaller number of people. Tracing the 
trans-Atlantic relationship between the New World 
Settlements of Charlesfort (South Carolina, 1562-63; 1577-
78), Fort Caroline (Florida; 1564-65), and France Antarctique 
(Brazil; 1555-67) with the French cities of Bordeaux, Dieppe, 
and La Rochelle will reveal new perspectives concerning how 
attempted peace and religious tolerance could be achieved in 
a time of increased religious violence and tension. 

Bordeaux, Dieppe, and La Rochelle played pivotal roles in the 
early modern period in terms of trade, religion, and 
exploration. These French cities not only contained religious 
tension and confessional differences but also connected the 



religious wars to the New World. France Antarctique, 
Charlesfort, and Fort Caroline experienced episodes of 
religious violence, involvement of prominent state actors, and 
elements of trans-Atlantic relations. 

A novel investigation that traces the French trans-Atlantic 
religious peace-making attempts through an urban and 
spatial imagination approach will contribute to our 
understanding about how trans-Atlantic cities and 
settlements imagined peace and violence during the early 
religious. 
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CAMILLE CREYGHTON 

Fraternity, Transnational Solidarity, and Social 
Justice in the 1840s 

At the end of February 1848, in the early days of its existence, 
“Liberty, Equality, Fraternity” became the motto of the Second 
French Republic. It was subsequently officialized in the 
Constitution of October of that same year. With that, 
‘fraternity’ definitively became the third term of the motto, 
which previously had taken diverse forms such as ‘liberty, 
equality, nation’, or ‘liberty, equality, consitution’. This reflects 
the wide use of the concept of ‘fraternity’ in French as well as 
broader European radical political discourse in the 1840s. It 
was so prominent in radical and democratic circles that 
democracy without fraternity seemed almost unconceivable 
in these years. 

Yet, although the term nowadays is still part of the French 
Republican motto, it has almost disappeared from political 
discourse, both in France and elsewhere. Contrary to its 
counterparts liberty and equality, which are central terms in 
both political theory and political parlance world-wide and 
therefore have received ample attention of intellectual 
historians, fraternity is hardly conceived as a political ideal in 
its own right. This paper will study the central place of 
fraternity in the political thought, as well as the practices, of 
radical activists in the 1840s. By focussing on a couple of 
concrete case studies of transnational exchange and 
collaboration, it will show how French republican discourse 
was intertwined with that of transnational networks of 
political activists, partly living in exile in France. Fraternity thus 



served both domestic and international aims, enabling radical 
activists to connect their combats for internal 
democratization with those for national self-determination 
and liberation elsewhere. The paper argues that in this context 
of radical political creativity, fraternity became a core political 
ideal that allowed to connect ideas on democracy, national 
self-determination, international solidarity, and social justice. 
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MÁIRE FEDELMA CROSS 

La Grande illusion: 1915–1916 Wartime Letters 
of the Pacifist Couple Marie-Louise Puech-
Milhau and Jules-Louis Puech 

In 2026, as war is raging in parts of the world that feel quite 
remote for those not directly affected, there has been a 
government silencing of protesters demanding peace and 
justice. The weekly peaceful mass demonstrations against 
invasions of the Gaza Strip or of Ukraine in many cities 
worldwide earlier this decade have not been sustained. There 
seems to be a burnout or weariness of collective protest, 
leaving individuals with a sense of their own helplessness at 
preventing war. With the contemporary scenario in mind, it is 
useful to probe the papers of activists, preserved in archives, 
that contain witness accounts of previous wars. We can 
examine how pacifists sustained their illusion of world peace 
and their beliefs and hopes for a better world while living 
through a war. How did anyone who was against war reconcile 
their aspirations for peace and live through the experience? 
Many letters written during the 1914-18 conflict that lay 
forgotten for generations were published around the 
centenary of the Great War. My paper interrogates an example 
of these first-hand accounts as a precious record of the 
juxtaposition of pacifist illusions and belligerent involvement. 
The correspondence of the Puech couple, presented by Rémy 
Cazals in his 2015 publication Saleté de Guerre (Ampelos), is 
between Jules, a soldier at the Front and Marie-Louise, a 
pacifist feminist. While he was close to the fighting she was 
volunteering in emergency welfare groups caring for victims of 



war and standing in for her husband in his editorial work for la 
Paix par le Droit, a journal of the association campaigning 
since the 1890s for peace through arbitration. We trace the 
emotional and intellectual ways of coping with the effects of 
war, to reflect on the place of such accounts in the history of 
pacifism in early twentieth-century France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BIOGRAPHY 

Máire Cross is an emerita professor at Newcastle University 
She is a world authority on the feminist socialist Flora Tristan 
and her biographer, the social historian and pacifist, Jules 
Puech. Her monograph, In the Footsteps of Flora Tristan A 
Political Biography (Liverpool University Press, 2020), has 
been published in French: Jules Puech sur les traces de Flora 
Tristan, translated by Helen Chuquet, Editions Ampelos, in 
2023. 



FRANCESCO DENDENA 

Establishing the “Common Good”: Discourse 
and Social Practices of Heritage Construction in 
Revolutionary Italy (1796–1804) 

The arrival of French troops in Italy at the end of the eighteenth 
century and the subsequent establishment of a republican 
regime marked a profound redefinition of cultural balances, 
with, among other things, the emergence of the new concept 
of ‘national heritage’. Admittedly, the origins of this immense 
upheaval can be traced back to both the principles of 1789 
and the experience of the following years. However, it is 
impossible to say how this rupture was received by the 
citizens to whom it applied. Similarly, it is difficult to define the 
discursive and material reactions that the process of 
constructing national heritage generated in urban areas, 
particularly in the face of the nationalisation of Church 
property. In what ways did local authorities and citizens 
appropriate and participate in the construction of national 
heritage? How do they influence the project designed by the 
centre? 
 

To answer this question, this paper aims to cross-reference 
several sources, taking as a case study a small town, Monza 
(7,000 inhabitants in 1797), characterised by three elements: 
significant initial cultural capital, a massive wave of 
nationalisations that changed the structure of property 
relations in the town, and a variety of unpublished sources. 
First, we will reconstruct the theoretical legal framework 



governing the construction of heritage, measuring both the 
influence of the French model and the adaptations made. 
Second, we will examine the petitions written by citizens on 
this subject. Finally, we will conclude with social practices of 
heritage construction, developing a reflection on what 
constitutes the ‘common good’ and the notion of just order in 
the republican space. 
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MARCELLO DINACCI 

Visualising Peace and Justice after Revolution: 
The Agency of Illustrated Publishing in France 
and Italy (1789–1802) 

This paper examines the role of illustrated publishing in 
shaping and disseminating ideas of peace in the aftermath of 
revolutionary violence, focusing on the period between 1789 
and the early nineteenth century from a comparative 
perspective between France and Italy. Rather than merely 
recording the end of conflict, the images produced and 
circulated during this period actively contributed to the 
symbolic construction of peace as a necessary outcome of 
revolution, closely intertwined with notions of justice, 
regeneration, and political legitimacy. 

Methodologically, the paper is situated within the framework 
of the cultural history of images and approaches political 
iconography as endowed with historical agency. Images are 
analysed not simply as reflections of political change, but as 
actors capable of shaping perceptions and orienting political 
imaginaries. Through the analysis of political prints and 
allegorical representations, the paper reconstructs 
competing visual grammars of pacification that emerged 
around 1800. Loyalist allegorical and caricatural images 
articulated peace as the restoration of the old social and 
moral order, presenting reconciliation as a return to hierarchy, 
tradition, and pre-revolutionary norms. In contrast, pro-
revolutionary visual narratives depicted peace as a 
regenerative process made possible by Bonaparte after 



Marengo, portraying the Consulate as the fulfilment of 
revolutionary justice and the promise of a pacified and 
renewed political community. 

By placing these opposing iconographic repertoires in 
dialogue, the paper highlights how illustrated publishing 
functioned as a key arena in which different visions of peace 
were negotiated and contested. Attention is also paid to the 
circulation of these images between France and Italy, where 
visual models were adapted to different political contexts. 
Ultimately, the paper argues that illustrated publishing did not 
merely accompany the transition from revolutionary violence 
to peace, but actively shaped the terms through which peace 
and justice could be imagined and legitimised. 

 

 
BIOGRAPHY 

Marcello Dinacci is a Research Fellow in Modern History at the 
Fondazione Luigi Einaudi of Turin. He holds a PhD awarded 
through an international joint programme between the 
University of Naples Federico II and Paris 1 Panthéon-
Sorbonne University. His scholarship explores the political 
and cultural history of the Age of Revolutions, with a particular 
focus on political communication and the visual culture of the 
Italian context. He is the author of Iconopolitica. La battaglia 
delle immagini nelle rivoluzioni d’Italia (1789-1802), published 
by Viella in 2025. 



MANUEL DORION-SOULIÉ 

French Cars and Gulf Wars: Post-1945 
Modernization and the Origins of Western 
Military Interventions in the Greater Middle East 

In the early 1980s, the US began building a network of military 
bases in the Persian Gulf. In the context of the Carter Doctrine, 
the US sought the ability to guarantee the flow of Persian Gulf 
oil through military power. In 1983, Ronald Reagan integrated 
this network of bases into CENTCOM (or Central Command). 
The foundations for subsequent US military interventions in 
the Greater Middle East were laid. 

Recently declassified French diplomatic archives show that 
France, under both Giscard and Mitterrand, provided discrete 
but enthusiastic and significant political, diplomatic, and 
military assistance to US policy in the Gulf. Because France 
has long been considered a “reluctant ally” of the US, French 
support for the Carter Doctrine represents an interesting 
puzzle for historians. 

Based on French diplomatic archives as well as public 
documents published in the late 1970s and early 1980s by the 
Commissariat du Plan and various ministries (Transports, 
Energy, Urbanism and Housing, Industry and Research, etc.) 
this paper will argue that French support for the Carter 
Doctrine is best explained as the product of the adoption by 
France of a socio-economic organization known as “car 
culture”. 



The paper will begin by recounting the most important steps 
in the French adoption of “car culture”, beginning with the 
Marshall Plan and the post-1945 drive towards 
“modernization”. It will then show that French policy makers 
in the early 1980s fully understood that the country’s oil needs 
stemmed primarily from the demands of the transport sector, 
itself the product of historic trends in mass motorization and 
suburbanization. In spite of the massive oil price increases of 
the second oil shock (1979), they projected a continuation of 
these trends well into the future, and for this reason they 
believed that France had no choice but to support US military 
plans for the Persian Gulf. 
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CLAIRE ELDRIDGE 

Egalitarian or Exceptional? Algerian Experiences 
of Military and Colonial (In)justice in the French 
Army (1914–1918) 

French military justice was to be applied with ‘an energetic 
briskness’ yet without ‘violating in any way the rights of the 
accused’. But what happened when ‘the accused’ did not 
possess rights in the first place? As was the case for the 
173,000 Algerian colonial subjects mobilised and sent to 
Europe to fight for France during the First World War. Since the 
1865 Sénatus Consulte, these men had possessed French 
nationality, which came with a set of prescribed duties, hence 
why they could be conscripted. But, in a clear breach with 
metropolitan France, this status was divorced from 
citizenship and thus from the full complement of associated 
rights. One of the clearest manifestations of this inequality 
was the Indigénat, a legal code specifying a series of crimes 
and punishments that applied only to colonial subjects, 
which endured in Algeria from 1874 until 1946. During this 
same period, French military justice was regularly and 
strongly criticised for being ‘barbaric’, ‘tyrannical’, and for 
making military service ‘akin to slavery’; that is to say, it was 
accused of being colonial rather than republican. Such 
attacks were particularly vociferous during the First World 
War, when military justice tribunals issued over 140,000 
verdicts, including 2400 death sentences, 600 of which were 
carried out. Yet military justice was also decidedly ‘un-
colonial’ in that there was only one set of rules and 
punishments that applied to all soldiers, irrespective of their 



race or citizenship status; at least in theory. This paper will 
reflect on how crime was defined, understood, and applied to 
Algerian colonial subjects by military justice and the 
Indigénat, exploring the intersections and divergences 
between these judicial regimes. By bringing the rank-based 
hierarchies of the military into collision with the equally 
powerful and deeply embedded race-based hierarchies of 
imperialism on an unprecedented scale, the First World War 
offers an ideal case study for thinking through the implications 
of the relationship between these two legal codes, not just 
judicially but also for the lived experiences of colonised 
Algerian soldiers. 
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FRANÇOIS FOULONNEAU 
 

From War to Peace: The Dijon Justice System 
and the Fight against Looters in the Aftermath of 
the Burgundian Wars (Late Fifteenth Century) 

This paper examines how, at the close of the Middle Ages, a 
municipal justice system facilitated the transition from a 
society at war to a society at peace by repressing theft 
committed by demobilised soldiers. 

Following the death of Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, on 
5 January 1477, King Louis XI of France seized a portion of the 
deceased duke’s territories, notably the duchies and counties 
of Burgundy. Royal authority, however, encountered strong 
local resistance from supporters of Mary of Burgundy, the 
duke’s daughter and heiress. It was not until 1479 that the 
king’s armies and governors succeeded in defeating this 
opposition. The restoration of peace proved slow and fragile, 
and some former soldiers, now demobilised, turned to 
looting. 

In 1481, two brothers accused of theft were arrested by the 
municipal authorities of Dijon. The prosecutor’s investigation, 
which brings together the testimonies of the accused and 
witnesses, constitutes a particularly rich source for a 
microhistorical analysis. It allows for a detailed 
reconstruction of the biographical trajectories of the two 
defendants and of their transition from warfare to criminal 
activity, approached from both social and spatial 
perspectives. For individuals accustomed to violence, a 



society emerging from war could represent a field of 
opportunity, rich in resources to be seized. Yet this society 
was not defenceless. Local authorities actively sought to 
repress looting in order to restore peace and stability. Finally, 
this microhistorical study also adopts a documentary 
approach, aiming to shed light on the  strategies of self-
exculpation developed by the defendants during the judicial 
process. 
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SOPHIE FUGGLE 

Days of Reading: From the Prison to the Library 
in French Guiana and Vietnam 

This paper considers the potential role of historic sites of 
incarceration in supporting contemporary abolitionist and 
anti-prison work. In doing so, it takes up Philippe Artières 
recent call to consider the critical potential of French carceral 
heritage alongside Michelle Brown’s reflections on what a 
‘museum of prison abolition’ might look like in contrast to the 
contemporary prison museum as direct continuation of the 
carceral state. My focus will be on sites belonging to France's 
colonial carceral landscape, and, more specifically, those 
that have been repurposed as libraries. The first, located 
within the Camp de la Transportation in Saint Laurent, French 
Guiana is a municipal library named after the town's last living 
convict, Icek Baron, who worked in his final years as hospital 
librarian. The second is the General Sciences Library built on 
the site of the Maison Centrale in Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City). 
These two very different sites offer interesting insights into the 
complex legacies of transportation and incarceration as key 
tools of Empire whilst also providing a thread back into the 
historical space of the colonial prison and transportation 
camp. In both spaces, reading was a highly contentious act, a 
means of survival but also of re-affirming one’s humanity. 
Reconceiving the prison as a space in which to read via its 
contemporary repurposing as a library thus offers a potential 
way over its walls and, moreover, a means to imagine other 
worlds are possible. 
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FRÉDÉRIC FUZIER 

Seeking Justice Outside the Courts: Complaints 
to the Administration des Cultes during the 
Restauration and the Monarchie de Juillet 

« Et ferez justice. » It is not from a judge that Lubin-Anne-Paul 
Bled, country guard in Bailleau-le-Pin (a few kilometres from 
Chartres), expects justice. His letter, dated October 12, 1820, 
is addressed to the Ministre de l’Intérieur. He asks him to 
move the local priest, whom he charges of numerous acts of 
misconduct, including hostility toward the mayor and his 
deputy. The case is handled by the Administration des cultes, 
which is part of the Ministère de l’Intérieur. It eventually turns 
against Bled, while the priest stays in place. 

This case is a good example of the way that the Administration 
des cultes intervenes in villages conflicts between priests and 
parishioners in the aftermath of the French Revolution and the 
First Empire. Most of all, it reveals the expectation of justice 
that motivates those who resort to the said Administration des 
cultes. For the administration, the priority is to maintain the 
“tranquillité publique”, and avoid trials by nearly all means, 
because of the “scandale” and the discredit of the Church 
that it would entail. Nonetheless, thousands of people require 
its intervention rather than going to trial. The goal of this 
presentation is precisely to wonder why. This leads to a 
reflection on the relationship between administration and 
institutional justice: should they be considered as distinct, or 
even competing spheres, or as a continuum? While some 
plaintiffs threaten to go on a trial if they do not obtain 



satisfaction, the functioning of the administration reveals its 
close ties with judicial personnel. Finally, the subject appears 
as an observatory of the daily relations between the Church 
and the State, and of the idea of justice that each of these 
poles defends – “la justice doit être pour tout le monde”, 
writes the Archbishop of Sens to the minister on September 
14, 1831. 
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MARJORIE GEHRHARDT 

At the Intersection of Private Philanthropy and 
State Relief: The Role of Eugene Brieux in 
Supporting Blind Soldiers of the First World War 

Eugène Brieux (1858-1932) is best known for his literary works, 
such as the plays Blanchette (1892), La Robe Rouge (1900) 
and the controversial Les Avariés (1901); this paper however 
focuses on his role in supporting WW1 blind combatants and 
his influence on the emergence of a discourse on blindness 
that departed from victimisation. Drawing upon diverse 
sources including newspaper cuttings, publications by Brieux 
and other philanthropists as well as by blind ex-combatants, 
correspondence and medical reports, this paper examines 
Brieux’s practical interventions in support of the 
psychological and vocational rehabilitation of WW1 soldiers, 
as well as his awareness-raising efforts in France and 
overseas, in the United States especially. Through its 
discussion of Brieux’s letters to combatants with eye injuries, 
his role in initiating and organising training schools for blind 
combatants in collaboration with the French state, and his 
international travels and connections, it highlights the ‘hybrid’ 
and international dimensions of wartime care and relief while 
also arguing that the First World War marked a turning point in 
discourses on blindness. In doing so, it provides new insights 
into the rehabilitation of French WW1 combatants and into 
the existence of a rich and diverse philanthropic tradition, as 
well as contributing to scholarship on the history and 
representations of disability. 
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FRANK GERITS 

Climate Change Diplomacy and North–South 
Relations: France from the Ozone Regime to 
Kyoto 

This paper will analyse the role of the French state in the 
construction of international environmental governance 
through its participation in major diplomatic milestones: the 
Vienna Conference on the Protection of the Ozone Layer 
(1985), the Montreal Protocol (1987), the first Conference of 
the Parties (COP-1) in Berlin (1995), and the Kyoto Protocol 
negotiations (1997). It argues that French environmental 
diplomacy cannot be understood solely through scientific 
expertise or European integration, but must also be situated 
in relation to political and economic demands articulated by 
countries of the Global South. During the negotiations leading 
to the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol, France 
supported precautionary regulation of ozone-depleting 
substances while engaging with concerns raised by 
developing countries regarding technology transfer, financial 
assistance, and differentiated obligations. French positions 
reflected an effort to reconcile environmental protection with 
development priorities, contributing to mechanisms that 
enabled broader participation by non-industrialized states 
and reinforced the legitimacy of the ozone regime. 

A similar dynamic characterised France’s engagement with 
international climate negotiations. At COP-1 in Berlin, French 
representatives endorsed the principle of common but 
differentiated responsibilities, acknowledging asymmetries 



between industrialised and developing countries and 
responding to long-standing Global South demands for equity 
in climate governance. In the lead-up to and during the Kyoto 
negotiations, France continued to advocate binding 
commitments for industrialised states while supporting 
multilateral frameworks that incorporated financial and 
institutional support for developing countries. By tracing 
these negotiations across ozone and climate regimes, this 
paper demonstrates continuity in French environmental 
diplomacy: a strategy that combined scientific authority and 
European coordination with responsiveness to Global South 
claims for fairness, development, and historical 
responsibility. France thus emerges not merely as a norm 
entrepreneur, but as an actor whose leadership was shaped 
by the need to accommodate and negotiate demands from 
less industrialised countries within evolving global 
environmental institutions. 
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MARINE GHAZARYAN 

The French Resistance Movement and French-
Armenian Eyewitness Writers 

A substantial corpus of historiographical studies has been 
published on the subject of the Resistance movement, 
including assessments of the role of multinational immigrants 
who participated in the movement. However, it is equally 
noteworthy to consider the manner in which those pages of 
utmost significance in the annals of French history are 
reflected in the lives and works of immigrant Armenian writers 
who participated in the movement. 

This report aims to identify and extract episodes from the 
biographies and artistic heritage (poems, letters, diaries, and 
notes) of French-Armenian anti-fascist writers—including 
Missak Manouchian, Vazgen Shushanyan, Semay (Gegham 
Atmajyan), Louisa Aslanyan (Las), Ruben Melik, and Arshak 
Chopanyan—that constitute real and artistic responses to 
World War II and the French Resistance movement. 

To achieve this goal, the following objectives have been set: 

1) To present the bloody past of immigrant writers in order to 
explain the historical and psychological factors of devotion to 
France and resistance to violence. 

2) To reveal how the civic identity of Armenian intellectuals 
was shaped by political events and new social conditions. 

3) To present the conditions that allowed ethnic minorities to 
participate in national and cultural activities and the steps 
they took in the name of democracy and social solidarity. 



4) To demonstrate how French-Armenian writers perceived 
war and fascism. 

Biographical, psychological, imagological, diaspora studies, 
and historical-comparative methods were applied to 
implement the work. 

The examined phenomena are relevant because issues of 
peace, humanism, and justice are of interest today, especially 
in the context of ongoing wars. The perception of war by 
eyewitness writers, as well as their artistic representations of 
historical facts, can be of practical significance to specialists 
interested in the history of the Resistance movement and 
diaspora studies. These works can also engage the reading 
public. 
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RACHEL ANNE GILLETT 
Arresting sounds: policing, and the soundscape 
of resistance from Point-a-Pitre to Paris, 1967 

Between May 26 and May 28,1967, police repeatedly opened 
fire on protestors in Point-á-Pitre Guadeloupe, killing between 
60 and 85 people. Witnesses remember the sounds of those 
days vividly. From the shouted demands of labourers seeking 
a 2% raise, to gunfire, to resistant drumming, to silence. These 
sounds constitute a soundscape with components of 
dissonant noise, regulatory noise, silencing, and then the 
reclamation and re-interpretation of history through oral 
histories and music that memorialised the events and re-
storied the meaning of crime and justice in these incidents. 
The médiathèque of the Caribbean, based in Guadeloupe has 
made a collection of oral histories and of music related to the 
events of May 1967 available that both do restorative work on 
the history of these events and the police brutality involved 
and that also reveal the importance of sound and meaning-
making in theoretical and empirical understandings of 
policing and social justice. In the years after May 1967 the very 
sounds of protest and of police brutality were silenced 
through fear and the lingering structures of coloniality despite 
the legal status of departmentalisation. Protestors associated 
with GONG, the Guadeloupean independence movement, 
were arrested and their accounts of the events were not made 
public. Amidst the sounds of protest and policing who were 
the criminals, who was silenced, what sounds have been 
preserved and how has the meaning-making attached to them 
changed in the ensuing six decades? This paper uses digital 



material held in LAMECA (http: ⁠/ ⁠/www⁠.lameca.org/) archives, 
along with newspaper records, recent historiographical and  
ethnomusicological scholarly research to examine the 
soundscape of policing and resistance during and after Mé 67. 
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ISABELLE HEADRICK 

Networks of Love: Families and “Diaspora” in 
the Iran-Based Alliance Israélite Universelle, 
1908–1978 

In 1908, Adolphe and Séphora Brasseur moved to Isfahan, 
Iran, to serve as school directors in the Alliance Israélite 
Universelle (AIU), an international philanthropy with schools 
throughout the Middle East. Over the next seventy years, three 
generations of the family, including the Brasseurs’ three 
daughters, went on to serve as directors in the Iran-based AIU, 
and one son-in-law became the General Director of all AIU 
schools in Iran. Blurring the lines between French and Iranian, 
the Brasseurs never relinquished their French identity, yet 
they also developed strong affinities with Iranian culture and 
became very comfortable working as go-betweens between 
the AIU and the Iranian government and marrying into Iranian 
Jewish families. They also displayed a deep understanding of 
the massive transformations in Iranian society, from 
revolution, war and pandemic to the rise of the nationalist, 
autocratic Pahlavi regime, to the social and economic 
advancement of Jews, other minorities, and women. 

Drawing from work correspondence, memoirs and oral history 
interviews, “Networks of Love” makes two new arguments 
about the AIU. First, the AIU was more than a network of 
schools. It was also a network of families and constituted a 
dense web of affective relationships that connected its 
workforce across multiple dimensions: levels of authority, 
gender, generations, religion, and culture. Within the AIU, 



family connections and friendships provided powerful 
conduits for sharing professional expertise, valuable social 
connections, and ideology. Indeed, the AIU’s success and 
durability in Iran—where it had the second-longest presence 
outside of Morocco—depended in large part on the Brasseur 
family members’ savviness at negotiating with the Pahlavi 
regime and their skill in navigating rapidly shifting Iranian 
realities. Second, for some families, the AIU served as an 
agent of migration, and those families in turn bend our 
understanding of what it means to live in “diaspora.” 
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DARREN HENRY-NOEL 

Between the Crusades and the Capetians: 
Matilda of Portugal, Pernelle de Chambon, and 
the Struggle for Political Authority: Female 
Dower Rights and Lordship in the Early 
Thirteenth Century 

The early thirteenth century of Capetian rule represented one 
of the most intensive periods of crusading activity, with many 
expeditions led by French nobles within the Capetian orbit. 
The call to crusade introduced new elements of uncertainty to 
the sociopolitical fabric of Latin Christendom and threw into 
sharp relief the necessity of stable governance even in the 
absence of male heirs. This paper will interrogate the 
intersection of crusading with female rulership through dower 
settlements and inheritance in northern France and suggest 
that crusading facilitated the wider recognition and 
acceptance of female rulership and territorial authority. This 
period saw the Capetians implement a deliberate policy to 
recognize female rulership, predicated upon a perception that 
such rulers, by virtue of their gender and royal influence on 
their marriages, would be perennially insecure in their 
positions and provide further opportunities for the expansion 
of royal authority. By analyzing the divergent political fortunes 
of Matilda of Portugal (r. 1183-91) dowager-countess of 
Flanders and Pernelle de Chambon (c. 1165-1235) dowager-
countess of Auvergne, I hope to examine the extent and limits 
of wider recognition of female inheritance to political and 
territorial authority in the wider context of crusading. In both 



cases, the dower lands settled were reaffirmed upon the 
departure of a male ruler on crusade and both women 
likewise faced challenges during periods of disputed 
succession. Yet for Matilda, alliance with the Capetians 
brought long-term recognition of her territorial rights while 
Pernelle twice fended off challenges from the Capetians to 
repudiate her financial and territorial authority. The 
challenges posed to the legitimate suzerainty granted by the 
dower to a female ruler suggests the contingency of medieval 
political structures and offers insight into how the crusading 
movement catalyzed the public exercise of political and 
ceremonial power by these women under an increasingly 
masculine political structures. 
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CARLA HESSE 

The People’s Justice: Social Peace through Law 
in the Year II 

Depuis des années, la communauté des historiennes et des 
historiens de la Révolution française savent que Carla Hesse 
et Anne Simonin travaillent à renouveler entièrement ce que 
nous savions de la Terreur. Leurs ouvrages paraîtront au 
printemps et à l’automne 2026. C’est donc une occasion 
précieuse de pouvoir les entendre dialoguer à Groningen sur 
leurs recherches inédites, originales et rigoureuses, autour du 
thème de paix et justice dans l’histoire de France. Le but de ce 
dialogue est d’abord de contextualiser la nouvelle justice 
républicaine, hors d’un cadre interprétatif ancien, obnubilé 
par la chose juridique, déconnectée du phénomène global de 
la guerre européenne, et d'expliquer comment les acteurs de 
l'appareil judiciaire ou législatif n'ont eu de cesse que de 
penser, en hommes des Lumières, à construire de la 
concorde civile au moyen de la loi et de la justice.   

Comment, dans un État d’exception, et un gouvernement 
révolutionnaire, rendre la justice dans la perspective de 
construire une paix sociale qui elle-même permette les 
conditions de la victoire et prépare la paix à construire dans 
un ordre diplomatique nouveau ? 
Rédiger les codes des lois afin de fixer les normes juridiques 
solides du pays sans attendre la paix mais pour la préparer et 
comprendre les procès comme des adjuvants de la 
construction d’une nouvelle société sont deux des 
propositions à prendre en considérations entre 1793 et 1794 
se trouvent au cœur du dialogue entre les deux historiennes. 



SIAN HIBBERT 

Social Networks and Women’s Enmities in Early 
Modern France, 1680–1720 

This paper explores female dispute strategies in early modern 
Languedoc. Disputes and incidents of interpersonal violence 
provide a fascinating lens onto the relationships, experiences 
and norms of past communities. But the study of women’s 
roles in these exchanges have long been undermined by the 
simplistic historiographical assertion that women’s disputes 
were ‘petty’, their use of violence ‘childish’. The legal dossiers 
(sacs à procès) from the parlement of Toulouse, Languedoc’s 
highest appellate court, reveal however, that in early modern 
France, male and female disputes shared many similarities. 
Contention and enmities grew from many of the same 
aggravating circumstances, and men and women commonly 
adopted the same methods of violence during their 
confrontations. Interestingly, the use of social networks 
characterise both male and female disputes. Women, like 
men, drew on family and local alliances for advice and 
practical assistance in the defence of their honour, and of 
their social and economic interests. Significantly, these 
alliances crossed gendered boundaries, with both male and 
female actors playing supporting roles in female disputants’ 
search for justice, whether formal, via civil or criminal 
litigation, or personal, via physical and verbal confrontation. 
This paper will discuss examples from Languedoc’s criminal 
dossiers. It examines women’s use of these social networks, 
what they tell us about female dispute strategies, and what 



they reveal about contemporary responses to women’s 
enmities in late seventeenth century France. 
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MARIE-CLAIRE HOFERER 

Reimagining the French Revolution: Female 
Agency and Social Mobility in George Sand’s 
Nanon (1872) 

For a long time, Nanon (1872) by George Sand has been 
reduced to a conventional love story centred on the 
relationship between Nanon and Émilien. However, this 
research project argues that the novel reimagines the French 
Revolution from a provincial and female perspective, 
exposing the impacts of historical and social change on 
everyday life, social mobility, and the construction of female 
agency. 

Narrated retrospectively by an elderly Nanon, the 
autodiegetic narrative describes the years from 1787 to 1795 
and situates revolutionary change within the protagonist's 
lived experience. By focusing on access to property, new 
educational opportunities, and the transformation of social 
hierarchies, the novel challenges the established 
stereotypical and celebratory narratives of revolutionary 
period. Instead, Sand highlights the paradox of restriction and 
progress, illustrating a constant tension between personal 
aspirations and historical reality. 

Drawing on a close reading of Nanon’s narrative voice and 
social trajectory, this project examines how the novel 
articulates a form of utopie sociale, in which dialogue, labor, 
and moral reflection foster the emergence of a new social 
order. In a period otherwise marked by political violence, the 
appearance of non-violent forms of coexistence and 



resistance becomes particularly striking. The countryside 
acts as a refuge from radicalization and a space for social 
experimentation, but remains fragile and exposed to national 
and social pressures. Central to this process is Nanon’s force 
féminine, which emerges from her non-appartenance sociale, 
her education and economic autonomy, which enable her to 
question and overcome the rigid social structures of her time. 
Her personal and social ascension becomes inseparable 
from broader questions of social justice, equality, and 
emancipation. By using a peasant female figure and a 
provincial perspective, George Sand offers, with Nanon, a 
critical reflection on peace, justice, and social repair in the 
context of revolutionary violence. This illustrates how 
literature participates in rethinking the legacy of the French 
Revolution beyond metropolitan and heroic narratives. 
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ELWIN HOFMAN 

The Most Natural Route to the Truth: Power, 
Resistance, and Psychology in French Criminal 
Interrogations, 1897–1940 

"The 1897 law on pretrial criminal procedure drastically 
improved suspect rights in France: it limited the duration of 
pretrial detention and gave suspects the right to be 
accompanied by a lawyer during interrogations by the 
investigating magistrate. However, according to both 
contemporary critics and later historians, the effects of this 
law were almost entirely negated by the growing role of the 
police in criminal investigations: the police started to conduct 
their own, unofficial suspect interrogations during which 
lawyers were most unwelcome. Rumours of police beatings 
during these interrogations abounded. 

This paper investigates the dynamics of power and resistance 
during criminal interrogations after 1897. I use a set of 
interrogation records sampled from the archives of the Paris 
Assize Court, police officers’ and judges’ memoirs, 
newspaper reports, interrogation manuals and contemporary 
critiques to analyse interrogators’ strategies to obtain 
confessions and suspects’ attempts to resist them. I show 
that, despite the critiques and very real abuses, the 1897 law 
did afford suspects certain protections and gave them new 
opportunities to avoid incrimination. These protections and 
opportunities were dependent, however, on the nature of the 
crime and the gender, class and race of the suspects. 



In the end, I use this analysis to uncover the psychological 
assumptions underlying interrogations: how did people 
believe they could get others to confess to a crime? How did 
they think they could convince their interlocutors that they 
were innocent? The analysis therefore not only provides 
insight into the political history of interrogation, but also into 
assumptions about emotions, the body and the psyche in the 
early twentieth century." 
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LEON HUGHES 

Re-Legitimising Justice After the “Terror”: The 
Thermidorian Conundrum of Imprisonment 

Following the fall of Maximilien Robespierre on 9 Thermidor 
Year II (27 July 1794), the Thermidorian government was 
confronted with a problem: what to do with the inherited 
prison system—in Paris this comprised almost one hundred 
spaces of confinement, and close to ten thousand detainees. 
Executions could not be repealed, but as the Thermidorian 
conventionnels made ‘justice the order of the day’, dealing 
with these prisoners was a ready-made option to demonstrate 
the new regime’s judicial break with the past. Yet, tarnished by 
associations with the atrocious ‘system of Terror’, and 
highlighted in the visceral accounts of released prisoner 
memoirs, re-legitimizing the place of detention in the 
Thermidorian Reaction would require more than simply 
returning liberté to these citizens. 

This paper will trace the complementary approaches taken 
during the Thermidorian Reaction, which enabled practices of 
revolutionary justice to overturn the inherited legacies of the 
‘Terror’. It will chart how reconstituted authorities conducted 
targeted prisoner releases, systemically closed, repaired, and 
reopened selected institutions, and conventionnel reports 
sought to rearticulate the functions of each penal institution. 
It will finish by considering how Thermidorian memoirs and 
plays performed a delicate balancing act, differentiating the 
improper jails of the ‘Terror’ from the Thermidorian prisons—
despite the same spaces still being in use. To consider these 
questions in the contested Thermidorian moment, is to ask, in 



moments of revolution and political turmoil, why are prisons 
spaces necessary to control representationally? Prisons are 
pivotal for narratives of ‘transitional justice’; at once 
admonished as spaces of the previous regime’s arbitrary 
violence and injustice, they are equally necessary for the new 
regime’s restitution of social order and justice. 
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ROMAIN JAOUEN 

Beyond Binary Narratives of Repression: The 
Police, Queer Worlds, and Urban Society in 
Twentieth-Century Paris 

Among the many faces of the police’s involvement in society, 
the surveillance of stigmatized minority groups is one that 
attracts heightened attention (and criticism) in France today. 
Though current-day outcasts primarily include 
undocumented immigrants, racialized populations and 
Muslim communities, gender and sexual minorities have 
historically been among the main “gibiers” of the police. Both 
gay liberation movements in the 1970s and retrospective 
narratives – historical or memorial – have framed the police as 
one of the main vector of hostility towards queer life until 
recent decades. This paper aims to complicate this story by 
exploring the many entanglements of between police work, 
the queer worlds, and urban society in 20th century Paris. 
Looking at police files from the 1920s to the late 1970s, it 
argues that several actors beyond the police played a role in 
the regulation of non-normative sexual cultures and 
practices. Janitors, neighbors, and shopkeepers often partook 
in or even sparked initiatives to curb the life of queer-friendly 
social venues or male cruising spots. Suspected queer 
couples and individuals also attracted the scorn of their 
neighbors, who sometimes rang up (or wrote to) the 
commissariat in an attempt to cause them harm. The 
manifold intersections of social reactions to queer presence 
and police surveillance thus challenge the binary ‘police v. 
queer’ antagonism. In addition, this paper calls for a 



reexamination of the policeman’s own positionality vis à vis 
the queer world. Far from mere antagonists, vice police 
officers were highly involved in the urban queer scene, 
whether through their (negotiated) proximity to bartenders 
and bathhouse operators, or because they regularly 
attempted to blend in with the male cruisers’ crowd on sexual 
hotspots. Such an involvement invites us to examine the 
possibility that an a priori hostile institution in fact actively 
contributed to the very underworlds it claimed to fight against. 
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LAUREN JANNETTE 

“Aux armes, nos camarades, pour la paix”: 
French Pacifist Propaganda Responds to 
Fascism 

The early 1930s were a watershed moment for the French 
pacifist movement, as hopes for perpetual peace collided 
with political radicalization and renewed violence. The signing 
of the Kellogg-Briand Pact in 1928, which formally outlawed 
war among signatories, prompted pacifist artists in France to 
create images of joyous women, veterans, and children 
celebrating the new peaceful future. Yet, these jubilations 
were short-lived as the strain of the global economic 
depression deepened and fascist regimes consolidated 
power across Europe. Confronted with growing support for 
fascist visions of the future, pacifist artists faced a choice: 
continue to promote global disarmament or join the 
communists in one last violent conflict to destroy the 
capitalist forces that profited from war. 

This paper examines how French pacifist propaganda 
responded to the rise of fascism in the 1930s, focusing on 
material produced in the aftermath of Hitler’s ascent to 
power, the Italian invasion of Ethiopia, and the violence of the 
Spanish Civil War. Through an analysis of ephemeral 
propaganda (posters, pamphlets, and newspaper 
illustrations), I argue that pacifism itself became a contested 
space for legitimacy and moral authority. As international and 
domestic institutions proved increasingly ineffective at 
preserving peace, French pacifists debated whether 



disarmament was possible, let alone advisable, as the 
political tide began to shift back towards war. These debates 
fractured the French pacifist movement, leading artists to 
reconceptualize how they mobilized the moral authority of 
women and veterans to support competing visions of just 
action. By foregrounding ephemeral art as both a political 
intervention and a historical source, this paper demonstrates 
how visual culture offers unique insight into the emotional 
and ethical dimensions of peace politics. In doing so, it 
situates interwar French pacifist visual culture within broader 
histories of peacebuilding, gendered justice, and the 
contested boundaries between violence and peace in modern 
France. 
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DEBRA KELLY AND SASKIA HUC-
HEPHER 

“A French Gift to Britain”: London’s Dispensaire 
Français and l’Hôpital Français in War and 
Peace at the Turn of the Twentieth Century 

Based on research in as yet uncatalogued archives, this paper 
examines the complex medical philanthropic, culturo-
linguistic and diplomatic role of the Dispensaire Français and 
l’Hôpital Français in late Victorian and Edwardian London. Key 
figures behind their creation were distinguished physician Dr 
Achille Vintras (1830-1904), who founded the Dispensaire in 
1861 (partly following the models of 17th and 18th century 
French charitable dispensaires), and celebrated perfumer 
and entrepreneur Eugène Rimmel (1820-1889), figurehead of 
the French Hospital, founded in 1867. Originally located near 
Leicester Square and then in Shaftesbury Avenue, the two 
medical charities were important elements in a narrative 
which established a positive image of London’s ‘French 
Colony’ among other Londoners and which it told about itself, 
promoting its image as self-reliant and self-respecting, while 
deferential and grateful towards its host society. The two 
institutions developed against the backdrop of fluctuating 
Franco-British relations, veering between French anti-British 
feeling during the Boer War (1899-1902), the Entente Cordiale 
(1904) and as allies in WW1 when both French and British 
soldiers were treated at the Hospital. Despite intrinsic 
tensions, not least the problematic symbolic capital 
implications of medical philanthropy, it is argued that the 



Dispensaire is a model of transinstitutional, translingual, 
transcultural and transnational cooperation. The Dispensaire 
is conceptualised here as an enduring expression of 
‘diasporic medical diplomacy.’ Over the course of almost two 
centuries, it represents a site of hope, not hostility, prioritising 
solidarity over separation, in the context of social justice, 
reconciliation and peaceability, a ‘French Gift to Britain’ in an 
‘Entente Morale’ as it described itself in the 1960s. 
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DAVID KLEMPERER 

“The Problem of Peace”: French Socialists and 
the Threat of War, 1919–1939 

In the late 1930s, France’s powerful Socialist Party (formally 
the Section française de l'Internationale ouvrière – SFIO) 
suffered a bitter internal schism over the question of how to 
respond to the threat of military aggression from the fascist 
states of Germany and Italy. A “pacifist” faction, led by the 
party’s long-time general-secretary Paul Faure, defended a 
policy of appeasement. A so-called “bellicist” faction, led by 
the party’s long-time parliamentary leader former prime 
minister Léon Blum, insisted on a policy of resistance.  

This paper will use the numerous articles, books, and 
speeches published by French Socialists on “the problem of 
peace” over the course of the interwar period to reconstruct 
this debate, and to offer a re-interpretation of its intellectual 
stakes. Historians have generally interpreted the split 
between Blum, Faure, and their respective allies as a conflict 
over the relative prioritisation of two cherished socialist 
ideals: pacifism and anti-fascism. What this paper will 
demonstrate is that both sides’ arguments were in fact rooted 
in long-standing conflicting analyses of international 
relations, the causes of war, and the kinds of policies most 
conducive to the maintenance of peace in Europe. 

Specifically, this paper will show how while Blum and his 
outriders developed their foreign policy stances on the basis 
of an idealist analysis of international relations (one focused 
on the threat to the international order posed by nationalist 



ideologies), Faure’s and his supporters’ defence of 
appeasement was based on a well-established materialist 
analysis of the potential causes of European conflict – an 
analysis focused on the manifold injustices created by the 
Treaty of Versailles. This paper will thus highlight how debates 
over war and peace have always been tightly bound up with 
rival conceptions of international order and justice. 
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LIONEL LABORIE 

Solidarity or Interference? Protestant Powers 
Financing the Camisards (1702–1710) 

The murder of the Abbé du Chayla on 24 July 1702 sparked the 
beginning of the Camisards’ rebellion in the Cévennes 
mountains. This last French war of religion, which lasted until 
1710, constituted in many ways a response to the great 
Huguenot diaspora that had followed the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes in October 1685. Refusing exile, the 
Camisards claimed to be inspired by the Holy Ghost and 
acted on this basis as lay preachers in the Désert to replace 
those ministers who had fled abroad. They took up arms 
against their Catholic persecutors to restore freedom of 
worship in France. What has long been described as a 
domestic issue was in reality a matter of international 
concern. For this peasant uprising gained considerable 
publicity across Protestant nations thanks to the support of 
Huguenots exiles, who emphasised its strategic military 
interest in the wider context of the War of the Spanish 
Succession (1701-1714). Such publicity resonated well 
among English, Dutch and German Protestants, but it also 
enabled the enlistment of thousands of Huguenot soldiers 
against France as a plea of allegiance to their host country. For 
this reason historians, including myself, have generally 
focussed on the Huguenot propaganda machine instead of 
the materiality and extent of the Anglo-Dutch solidarity 
towards the Cévennes.  

This paper aims precisely to do that by retracing the 
transnational networks behind the War of the Cévennes to 



show how foreign support, or the lack of, influenced the 
course of the Camisard revolt. It argues, contrary to the 
historiographical consensus, that the Camisards did receive 
foreign support, but that these, unlike the Huguenot, should 
not be seen as a form of religious solidarity, but rather a 
political motivation to interfere with France’s domestic affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

Lionel Laborie is Assistant Professor in Early Modern History 
at Leiden University. His research concentrates on the cultural 
history of ideas and beliefs in early modern Europe, with a 
particular interest in religious dissenters, radicalism and 
tolerance in the long eighteenth century. My first 
monograph, Enlightening Enthusiasm (Manchester University 
Press, 2015), explores the debate on prophecy and 'religious 
madness' in early eighteenth-century English society and 
culture. His current project explores transnational dissenting 
networks and the circulation of millenarian literature in the 
long eighteenth century. He is especially interested in the 
intersections between underground movements and 
commercial, diplomatic, family and religious networks. 



LUCAS LEHÉRICY 

Making Peace in the Public Service: Power, 
Justice, and Reconciliation at the End of the 
Wars of Religion 

This paper examines the policy of reconciliation pursued by 
Henry IV through an analysis of trials for officeholding 
adjudicated by the King’s Council between 1594 and 1598. 

From the spring of 1594 onwards, the royal authorities sought 
to secure the rapid surrendering of former members of the 
Catholic League by granting them favourable terms. To this 
end, the king and his Council generally agreed to pay 
substantial pensions or promised to prohibit the practice of 
Protestant worship in former League cities—measures 
intended to win the support of Catholic elites. Former 
Leaguers, however, also demanded sometimes to retain the 
public offices they had held during the period of rebellion, 
often at the expense of individuals appointed by the king. 
During the last war of religion, League authorities had indeed 
sought to embody institutional legitimacy by filling offices left 
vacant through the death or exile of officers who remained 
loyal to the crown. After the pacification, this situation 
generated competition within the administration and 
threatened its cohesion. 

Confronted with this challenge, the King’s Council intervened 
decisively, issuing nearly one hundred rulings that shed light 
on the king’s reconciliation policy. Rather than adopting a 
“spoils system” that would have favoured only those officers 
who had remained loyal to the king, the Council applied a 



policy of moderation. It sought to accommodate both parties, 
either by compensating one of the claimants financially in 
exchange for resignation or by ordering the simultaneous 
exercise of the same office until the death of one of the  
incumbents. This policy proved effective: during the second 
half of the reign, the near absence of tensions within the 
administration demonstrated the success of royal arbitration, 
which mitigated the resentment of royalists who might have 
felt wronged by the advancement of former rebels, while 
satisfying former League members’ desire for reintegration. 
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STEFAN LEMNY 

Les dénonciations thermidoriennes de la 
Terreur 

Il n’est pas question de rappeler la riche historiographie et les 
controverses bien connues autour de la réalité et de la 
légende de la Terreur sous l’angle de la lecture 
thermidorienne. En revanche, je propose de relire cette page 
de la Révolution à travers un corpus de textes imprimés, 
jamais interrogé dans son intégralité : les dénonciations. En 
effet, dans l’histoire de la dénonciation sous la Révolution, 
cette période présente plusieurs traits révélateurs d’une 
société tiraillée entre, d’un côté, la proclamation de la justice 
« à l’ordre du jour » et la dénonciation du règne de la Terreur et, 
de l’autre, la continuité de l’œuvre révolutionnaire, qui 
s’accompagne d’un nouvel essor de la culture dénonciatrice 
héritée de la période antérieure au 9 Thermidor. L’analyse des 
dénonciations répandues sous forme imprimée permet 
toutefois de nuancer ce tableau. Elle ne nie pas l’importance, 
soulignée par une partie de l’historiographie, des impulsions 
venues «d’en bas » dans le procès de la Terreur, mais rappelle 
aussi le rôle (parfois déterminant) joué « d’en haut » par le 
pouvoir, comme le montre le décret du 5 prairial an III. De ce 
fait, les dénonciations thermidoriennes ne sont pas moins un 
instrument de la Terreur idéologique et morale qu’elles ne 
l’avaient été auparavant. Au contraire, elles prennent des 
formes nouvelles, comme le montrent les listes abondantes 
de dénonciateurs et de dénoncés post festum (après la 
Terreur) et, de surcroît, elles semblent fortement imprégnées 
des enjeux de la vengeance politique. 



Il faut attendre la fin de la Convention thermidorienne pour 
que la pratique dénonciatrice soit véritablement encadrée et 
modérée par un nouveau dispositif législatif. Dans 
l’immédiat, cependant, les publications étudiées ont porté à 
l’attention de la justice et de l’opinion publique un vaste 
ensemble de faits, essentiels à l’instruction du procès de la 
Terreur, largement élaboré au sein du Comité de législation, 
véritable « ministère de la Justice et de l’Intérieur » après 
Thermidor. L’analyse de ces témoignages particuliers 
permettrait peut-être de mieux saisir le rôle des 
dénonciations dans les dynamiques de guerre et de paix au 
sein de la société révolutionnaire de cette époque. 
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YI-SHENG LIN 

From Subjects to Foreigners? Legal Status and 
Negotiation Strategies of Returning Huguenot 
Exiles in Early Eighteenth-Century France 

The diasporic character of French Protestants after the 
Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, together with their 
international networks, constitutes one of the main axes of 
Huguenot refuge historiography. Yet, although maintaining 
ties with the homeland was a defining feature of these 
dispersed populations, the return of Huguenot refugees and 
their descendants to France remains relatively 
underexplored. In practice, while many royal acts concerning 
Protestantism sought to regulating the cross-border mobility 
of Huguenots, temporary movements between France and 
the countries of Refuge for family-related reasons — such as 
marriage or property management — were not uncommon 
after the Revocation. To reconstruct the experience of 
returning exiles, this study examines their legal status before 
the kingdom’s courts, as the French legislative framework 
largely determined the risks they faced. To this end, this article 
focuses on the inheritance of Jean-Claude Tourton, a Parisian 
banker from a Huguenot family, whose property was 
contested in multiple lawsuits between 1724 and 1738 among 
transnational family members, including exiles, their 
descendants born abroad, and newly converted Catholics 
who had remained in France. In the course of these judicial 
proceedings, how can we explain the numerous accusations 
brought against exiled Huguenots seeking their share of the 
inheritance? Secondly, what strategies did the accused 



parties employ to justify their status as heirs or legatees and 
assert their legal rights? Drawing particularly upon “factums”, 
written documents produced by lawyers to present “facts” 
and arguments, this study sheds light on the confrontation 
between  religious affiliation and national status in the legal 
qualification of returning Huguenots in the early eighteenth 
century. It aims to demonstrate that their situation, far from 
being automatically classified as subjects “morts civilement”, 
remained open to negotiation, especially when they claimed 
foreign status and invoked the privileges conferred by 
international treaties. 
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HUGO LOPES WILLIAMS 

State Planning and the Stabilization of Political 
Conflict in the Early Fifth Republic, 1958–1968 

State economic planning in postwar France has typically been 
interpreted as a fundamentally technocratic political 
practice, successful in its initial mission of coordinating 
peacetime economic reconstruction through public-private 
coordination and shielding it from interest-group conflict. It is 
therefore usually understood as an either anti-democratic or 
extra-democratic approach to national economic 
development. This interpretation is paradigmatically 
demonstrated using the case study of the Monnet Plan in the 
immediate postwar period of 1946 to 1950. This paper argues 
that an alternative relationship between state planning and 
democratic politics emerged following the establishment of 
the Fifth Republic in 1958, in a second period of post-conflict 
stabilization during the close of the Algerian War and 
domestic political crisis. From 1958 to 1965, the popularity of 
planning as an approach to economic governance was at its 
height, and as a result it was applied to several new policy 
domains, ranging from colonial economic development to 
wage stabilisation. But at the same time, its legitimacy in 
government was challenged by a new generation of 
bureaucrats and politicians dominant at the Finance Ministry. 
This combination of increased political prominence but 
declining legitimacy within government had the unintentional 
effect of familiarising a range of oppositional actors with the 
practice and rhetoric of planning, including labour 
confederations, social policy advocacy groups, and factions 



within the French Communist Party. Over the 1960s, the Plan 
therefore functioned as an institutional focal point for the 
reconciliation of a wide variety of democratic demands with 
the new political system of the Fifth Republic. But regime 
stabilisation was not equivalent to governmental popularity, 
and the disjunction between the two was revealed by the 
political conflicts of 1968. State planning thus helped 
stimulate the revival of democratic politics following the 
terminal crises of the Fourth Republic. 
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ITAY LOTEM 

Talking about Race in France: Reassessing 2005 
as a Discursive Turn in French Antiracism 

Since 2005, debates about the memory of colonialism in 
France have ushered new controversies about race and its 
place in the supposedly colour-blind and universalist 
republican model. As antiracist organisations and individuals 
like the Indigènes de la République, Mwasi and Rokhaya Diallo 
mobilised broad interest in the subject of colonial memory as 
a springboard to addressing race in public, they needed to find 
strategies to transpose the category of race into a republican 
discourse that did not acknowledge difference. In so doing, 
many new activists moved away from traditional, material 
strategies of antiracism and focused far more on discursive 
strategies of addressing race. This paper will thus focus on 
debates about race in France and examine how new public 
actors addressed racism and ways to challenge it. 

Drawing on media, publications and oral-history interviews, 
this paper will trace the roles of the state and the intimate in 
understanding of racism. It will follow the continuities 
between debates about ‘antiracisme de bonne volonté’ of the 
1980s, the thematisation of ‘racisme d’état’ in the 2000s and 
the return to more intimate perceptions of the impact of 
racism in the 2010s/2020s. Focusing mainly on the 
popularisation of antiracist blogs and publications such as 
the podcast Kiffe ta race and the bestselling book La charge 
raciale, the paper addresses the challenges of addressing 
‘race’ in a political context that had no vocabulary to do so. It 
demonstrates that antiracist actors mobilised notions of a 



French ‘taboo’ together with references from Anglo debates 
as a discursive strategy. In so doing, they used the framing of 
race as an intimate and personal experience to successfully  
pierce through an otherwise acrimonious public conversation 
marked by the rise of the far-right. Nonetheless, the paper also 
addresses the contradictions inherent in return to otherwise 
unsuccessful framing of racism in individual terms and their 
meaning for possible avenues of antiracist action. 
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DEIRDRE LYONS 

“The Women in Particular Are Irascible”: Freed 
Women’s Labor and Republican Emancipation, 
1848–1852 

My proposed paper, based on a chapter in my book 
manuscript, Slavery Emancipation, and Family Politics in the 
French Antilles (under contract with the University of 
Pennsylvania Press) illuminates how reveals how freed 
women in Martinique and Guadeloupe employed a variety of 
strategies to demand civil rights and effectively organized 
their roles in their families and their labor to make political 
claims on both planters and the commissioners sent by the 
Second Republic (1848-1852) to oversee the emancipation 
project. Rather than withdraw their labor from the plantations 
entirely, freed women engaged in labor activism to lay claim 
to a range of rights for themselves and their families that 
contradicted the terms set forth by French republican 
commissioners as they implemented new labor policies.  
Attending to the actions of these freed women reveals how 
they struggled with colonial authorities, planters, and even 
freed men for control over their labor and the labor of their 
family dependents. Freed women who continued to work on 
plantations asserted informal political power that remains 
unrecognized. They took on leadership roles in organized work 
associations and field gangs and often led their communities 
in presenting grievances to planters and colonial officials or 
convincing other workers to accept certain agreements. They 
also protected their children’s interests in work contracts and 
organized labor strikes. Examining these dynamics highlights 



how working, rural, and formerly enslaved women assumed 
leadership roles in their communities, pressured 
policymakers and planters to give in to workers’ demands,  
and otherwise wielded political power, albeit in significant, yet 
informal and not readily visible ways. 
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MATTHEW MAGUIRE 

The Wages of Peace: French Intellectuals on 
War and Peace, 1900–1914 

This paper will investigate the forms and particular intensities 
of debate regarding peace and war among several influential 
intellectuals in France, from c. 1900 through the outbreak of 
the Great War. The patterns and variations of agreement and 
disagreement are remarkable, and often at striking variance 
with the same authors’ views after the war, as well as (in some 
cases) their posthumous reputations. While the presentation 
will range widely— referring to intellectuals like Charles 
Richet, Marcel Mauss, Émile Durkheim, Jean Jaurès, Georges 
Sorel, and Henri Bergson— the paper will focus particular 
attention upon two important and in some ways 
representative figures in the intellectual life of the period: the 
writer and public intellectual Charles Péguy and the 
philosopher Alain. Throughout, a few essential questions will 
animate the argument: How were peace and war conceived by 
French intellectuals in the years leading up to and then upon 
the outbreak of the Great War? What “goods” were associated 
with states of war and peace, and how were they best 
secured? How and why did diverse intellectuals conceive 
both war and peace as demanding “sacrifices,” and what 
sacrifices were associated with war and peace respectively? 
In conclusion, the presentation will offer a brief reflection on 
the complex legacies of these accounts of peace and war, 
ones that are felt well beyond the outbreak of this notoriously 
protracted and destructive conflict.   
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LÉO MAILLÉ 

The Relationship Between the Judiciary and the 
Huguenot Minority in Saumur (1630–1685) 

This paper proposes to highlight the relationship between the 
local justice and the Huguenot minority in Saumur during the 
fifty years before the revocation of the Edict of Nantes (1598-
1685). As the repression against Protestants was increasing 
after the Huguenot rebellions between 1621 and 1629, the 
judiciary had to maintain peace and treat the Protestants 
accordingly. However, despite its rather neutral attitude 
toward the local minority, the judiciary still represented the 
king and had to implement his discriminatory legislation. This 
situation legitimately deterred the Protestants' perception of 
the local justice, but they still needed it to settle legal disputes 
and thus never stopped to make use of it. If the archives do 
not allow historians to exactly understand how this 
relationship between a minority and an institution 
representing the king evolved exactly, many documents give 
some interesting clues on that topic. 

The paper will split in two parts: the first one will be dedicated 
to the sources that show how the judiciary treated the 
Protestant minority, whereas the second part will illustrate the 
Huguenots' perception of the local justice they faced during 
their trials. 
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AMANDA MAFFEI 

Plantation Economy, Property, and Justice: 
Collective Resources and Public Interest in 
French Saint-Domingue (1756–1804) 

The notion of public interest occupies a central place in the 
political and legal vocabulary of the late Ancien Régime and 
the revolutionary era, yet its articulation in colonial contexts – 
and the actors who actively shaped it – remains insufficiently 
examined. Taking the plantation in Saint-Domingue as a 
privileged analytical site, this paper asks whether – and to 
what extent – concepts such as public interest, justice, and 
property acquired specific meanings within the French 
Empire, in a setting shaped by intensive accumulation, slave 
domination, and competing forms of expertise. Under the 
Ancien Régime colonial lands were formally conceived as 
concessionary goods: property of the sovereign granted to 
settlers on the condition of cultivation, with sequestration as 
a possible sanction in cases of non-compliance. Alongside 
this legal framework, there existed practices of collective, 
informal, or tacitly tolerated uses of plantation space, 
involving a plurality of actors – owners, usufructuaries, and 
even slaves– whose claims were frequently silenced or 
relegated to the margins of administrative and legal discourse. 
These arrangements complicate representations of the 
plantation as an exclusively private asset and point to 
negotiated understandings of justice grounded in the 
management of collective resources. Surveyors played a 
central mediating role as technical experts and arbiters of 
justice, making visible property limits and their transgressions 



and mediating between public interest and conflicts over 
access and legitimacy. The revolutionary period and the civil 
war in the colony rendered these tensions more visible and 
more conflictual. In Saint-Domingue, the sequestration of 
plantations gradually lost its technical and administrative 
character, becoming an explicitly political instrument 
directed against émigrés colonists or those deemed enemies 
of the Republic. At the same time, revolutionary authorities  
debated the very nature of the plantation and the possibility of 
reorganizing it as a productive space serving the public 
interest, notably through projects of ateliers and new forms of 
discipline applied to free labor. In this context, land, labor, and 
production were increasingly framed as collective resources, 
to be managed in the name of collective interest. This paper 
examines how public interest was concretely produced 
through interactions between claimants and experts, and how 
legal and political categories were translated into socially 
negotiated and contested practices.  
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PAUL MARQUIS 

Revendiquer l’hospitalisation, droit ou névrose ? 
Les signalements pour troubles mentaux 
d'Algérien.nes à Paris (années 1950–années 
1980) 

Entre les années 1950 et les années 1980, des dizaines 
d'Algériens et d'Algériennes sont signalé.es pour troubles 
mentaux auprès de la préfecture de police de Paris. L’objet 
des signalements repose régulièrement sur l’expression 
d’une affection physique ou psychique, associée à une 
demande de prise en charge médicale. « Syndrome des 
Nords-Africains », « refuge névrotique dans l’hospitalisation » 
: la formulation de ces revendications est systématiquement 
pathologisée dans les dossiers. En étudiant à la fois le 
contenu des demandes formulées par les signalé.es et les 
réponses apportées par les institutions sollicitées, cette 
communication interroge la dimension coloniale des 
pratiques policières, administratives et médicales en 
métropole. 

Between the 1950’s and the 1980’s, dozens of Algerian men 
and women are reported to the Paris police headquarter for 
mental disorders. The reports are regularly based on the 
expression of a physical or mental disorder, associated with a 
request for medical care. ‘North African syndrome’, ‘neurotic 
refuge in hospitalisation’: these claims are systematically 
pathologised in the files. By studying both the content of the 
requests made by those reported and the responses provided 
by the institutions, this paper questions the colonial 



dimension of police, administrative and medical practices in 
metropolitan France. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
Paul Marquis is a postdoctoral researcher in the ANR project 
Psygnal, focused on police reports of mental disorders in the 
20th century. In 2021, he defended his doctoral dissertation 
on social history of psychiatry in colonial Algeria at Sciences 
Po Paris. His most recent researches deal with social history 
of psychiatry, independence wars and migrations in colonial 
and postcolonial contexts. 



HUGH MCDONNELL 

Peace and Justice and the “Single Struggle” of 
General Jacques Pâris de Bollardière (1907–
1986) 

This paper examines the case of general Jacques Pâris de 
Bollardière, who transformed from a rising star in the French 
army into a stalwart of nonviolence. In 1957, de Bollardière 
quit his command in Algeria out of a refusal to countenance 
torture, publicly denouncing this paradigmatic war of 
European decolonization. In doing so, he jettisoned a 
glittering career forged in the Free French forces and 
Resistance maquis in the Second World War, and in France's 
colonial war in Indochina (1945–1954). Gradually thereafter 
he emerged as a leading voice in the French nonviolence 
movement 

In his commitment to nonviolence, he engaged former military 
colleagues in since forgotten national debates about the 
violence and legacy of France’s wars. He championed 
conscientious objectors, campaigned against nuclear 
weaponry, denounced the French military establishment, and 
advocated alternative nonviolent forms of defense and local 
democracy based on socialist self-management. He 
participated in mass protests against French army 
installations on the Larzac plateau in southern France and 
sailed to the South Pacific to put himself in the way of French 
nuclear bomb tests. 

This paper analyses two key aspects of de Bollardière’s 
advocacy for nonviolence. First, the claim that his was a 



“single struggle” – his nonviolence was motivated by the same 
commitments that had led him to join the army in the first 
place. Second, his idiosyncratic juxtaposition of torture and 
nuclear weaponry to deduce a singular conception of 
violence, which encompassed the forms of violence he had 
encountered in his life in their common affront to human 
dignity, even if they were not reducible to each other: fascist 
domination, colonial counterinsurgency, totalitarianism, 
torture, trauma, everyday social domination and alienation, 
the arms industry, and the threat of nuclear annihilation. 
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AGATHE MERIDJEN-MANOUKIAN 

Healthcare Costs: The Financial Strategies of a 
National Psychiatric Hospital (Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Centuries) 

The presentation will focus on the Maison de Charenton, 
France's first psychiatric hospital, which operates at national 
level and is directly supervised by the Minister of the Interior. 
It is supposedly the model for French psychiatry and other 
public asylums. Although a public institution, its 
administration operates according to (kind of) private 
principles: Maison de Charenton offers superior medical 
conditions and therefore attempts to attract the wealthiest 
social classes and avoid providing free care. Here, the 
organisation of medicine is interdependent with the pursuit of 
financial gain. This concerns economies on food for poorer 
residents, whose food is sometimes described as rotten 
during inspections, or, alternatively, the rapid increase in 
pension costs for others, to the point of potentially expelling 
residents of the lowest paying classes. We will therefore 
examine the financial strategies of medical administration 
and the consequences for patients according to their social 
class and, from the perspective of the Ministere de 
l'Intérieur's national hospital compared to other asylums, 
study the history of how public and private asylum care in 
France has been organised - even if it means denying the best 
care for some. 
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ELENA MONTANARO 

French Socialists and the “Migration Question”: 
Between International Solidarity and 
Xenophobia (1880–1914) 

Between 1880-1914, a period of unprecedented mass 
mobility, France became a country of immigration, with 
foreign workers accounting for 10% of the labor force in 1890. 
As a result of this invasion étrangère, xenophobic invective 
increasingly permeated proletarian discourse. French 
workers accused migrants of depressing wages by accepting 
lower salaries , breaking strikes, and serving as instruments 
used by employers to prevent the acquisition of their rights. 
This surge of proletarian nationalism, often manifesting in 
violent xenophobic attacks – most notably in Pas-de-Calais 
(1892) against Belgians and Aigues-Mortes (1893) against 
Italians – compelled French socialists to intervene. 

This paper explores the theoretical arguments and political 
strategies developed by French socialists in response to the 
“migration question” between 1880-1914. This investigation is 
essential to understand how French leftist groups firmly 
committed to social justice, peace and equality have also 
historically resorted, without any apparent contradiction, to 
restrictive arguments and exclusionary politics. Yet, this 
aspect remains understudied. Existing scholarship has 
focused primarily on the Marxist Parti Ouvrier Français (POF), 
the most explicitly cosmopolitan party of the French Left, and 
on xenophobia at the trade-union level. This conveys the 
misleading idea that while local workers succumbed to 



proletarian nationalism, French socialists consistently 
upheld internationalist principles in response to the migration 
question. This paper fills this gap by analyzing the debates on 
migration as articulated in three French socialist newspapers: 
Le Socialiste, the official organ of the Parti Ouvrier Français 
(POF), La Petite République and La Revue Socialiste, two 
independent and largely understudied journals open to all 
socialist currents in the country. Ultimately, it demonstrates 
that French socialists developed complex responses to the 
migration question, in which cosmopolitan ambitions, anti-
capitalist critique, nativist tendencies and racist rhetoric 
intersected in strategic ways. 
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MARCO EMANUELE OMES 

Fighting Rinderpest in the Cisalpine Republic 
(1796–1799): A Political Debate About Public 
Health, Private Interests, and the Preservation 
of Justice 

In the eighteenth century, at least five different epizootic 
outbreaks of rinderpest (also known as cattle plague) hit the 
Italian peninsula, the last of which took place during the 
Revolutionary Triennium (1796-1799). Mainly localised in the 
Cisalpine Republic, this highly contagious, devastating 
animal disease struck numerous rural communities and 
worsened the precarious economic condition of the newborn 
State by killing the livestock or making them unsuitable for 
agricultural activities. Only few methods of containment were 
available, such as imposing animal quarantines, burying dead 
corps in lime and slaughtering the infected cattle to prevent 
larger contagion. Already in use during the first great European 
panzootic (1709-1714), they had been barely improved during 
the course of the century with only one notable exception: the 
introduction of the stamping out system, an extremely divisive 
method which consisted in offering indemnities to cattle 
owners in exchange of preventively killing all the cows living in 
contaminated farms (regardless their health condition) to 
actively eradicate the scourge. Pre-revolutionary authorities 
seldom imposed such a violent sanitary policy; when they did 
so, however, the decision was abruptly taken without 
previously consulting experts and stakeholders. In the vivid 
political atmosphere of the Cisalpine Republic, instead, the 
legislative assembly became the official, institutional space 



in which different views on State responsibilities in securing 
public health, on the legitimacy of private economic interests, 
and on the preservation of justice for all (for instance, by 
calculating the appropriate level of compensation) could be 
expressed and discussed. Through the analysis of political 
debates and health policies against rinderpest, this paper will 
shed light on both the activism of scientists and farmers in the 
national assembly and the emergence of clashing opinions 
about the role (and the limits) of public authorities in fighting 
epizootic dangers in the name of the common good. 
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JOOST OOSTERHUIS 

The Rights of Those who “Resided in Violence”: 
Prisoner Justice, Rights, and the Law in the 
Franco-Dutch Wars (1672–1712) 

In the early modern period jurists developed fundamental 
new principles concerning the laws of war. They discussed 
many aspects attaining to war, but one subject they oddly 
stayed silent about was the treatment of prisoners. Hugo 
Grotius for example just reckoned that taking prisoners and 
releasing them for ransom was a common practice among 
Christian states in his time. His counterpart, Alberico Gentili, 
limited himself to making a moral statement that prisoners 
should be treated humanely. In this absence of clear theory 
and laws regarding imprisonment, cultural practice and state-
regulation held sway. This paper will show through a series of 
case-studies that during Franco-Dutch wars (1672-1712) 
states and their actors transformed medieval customs 
through the developing of novel methods relating to a new 
common practice of prisoner taking, treatment and 
conditions of release. Both French intendants and generals, 
as well as their Dutch equivalents, negotiated treaties with 
military authorities and civil authorities alike about the 
treatment of prisoners and the conditions of release. This 
restructuring of an older cultural practice of prisoner-taking 
led to greater security and safety for both prisoners and 
civilian communities and military communities. This paper 
will therefore argue that it was not theoretical lawmaking, as 
the existing literature suggests, but rather changes in cultural 
practice and military organisation that led to a more reasoned 



treatment of both imprisoned combatants and non-
combatants. 
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SOPHIE PANZIERA 

The Demand for a “Right to Sleep” at the Turn of 
the Twentieth Century 

During the 19th century, sleep became the subject of renewed 
social and medical attention. From an optimistic belief, 
influenced by revolutionary enthusiasm, in the human ability 
to reduce the amount of time spent sleeping, there was a 
gradual shift towards pessimistic concern about the health 
implications of the laborious and festive conquest of the 
night. In the second half of the 19th century, the medical norm 
of eight hours of sleep was reappropriated by labour unions 
and became central to debates on the eight-hour working day 
and the limitation of night work, in the social formulation of a 
‘right to sleep’ as a form of social justice. 

At the same time, the coexistence of different social rhythms 
of sleep within urban spaces generated increasingly litigious 
conflicts around the offence of ‘night-time disturbance’ 
(tapage nocturne) as defined in Article 479 of the 1810 Penal 
Code. The press and neighbourhood associations positioned 
themselves as defenders of a “right to sleep” (often coupled 
with a right to silence), drawing in particular on medical 
studies highlighting, on the one hand, the harmful effects of 
noise and, on the other, the pathological consequences of 
insomnia. These claims were less indicative of a demand for 
equality in relation to sleep than of a desire to protect the 
sleep of certain social groups at the expense of others. This 
paper will therefore examine the mobilisation of medical 
arguments in claims to a right to sleep that emerged at the 
turn of the twentieth century in France, and will question the 



extent to which these claims were both revealing and 
productive of justice—or, conversely, of social injustice. 
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ELANA PASSMAN 

Redeeming Germany: A Radical Effort for 
Allyship after World War Two 

This paper addresses French activists’ reckoning with peace 
and justice—and their drive to reconstitute the French-
German relationship—after the traumas of the Second World 
War and Occupation. The Comité français d’échanges avec 
l’Allemagne nouvelle emerged in 1948 from the “humanist 
consensus” that transcended French party lines after 
Liberation. In the immediate postwar period, the values of the 
1789 Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen had come 
to stand for the ideals for which the Resistance had fought and 
to epitomize Frenchness. Comité members considered such 
values—above all human dignity, individual freedom, and 
social justice—to be universal. After a brutal war and 
occupation, the Comité sought across the border, in the land 
of the “eternal enemy,” the kinds of engaged intellectuals 
whose sensibilities and activism reflected their own. 

To reconstitute French-German relations on a new basis 
meant to quash resurgent Nazism and antidemocratic 
tendencies, to draw forth a new Germany and a new France. 
Through information, critical analysis, exchanges, and 
encounters, they could set in motion a process of 
regeneration. Fired by the spirit of the Resistance, the Comité 
condemned vestiges of Nazism and collaborationism and 
worked to root Franco-German relations in humanist values. 
People of different political persuasions united to promote 
and defend a democratic, humane, antifascist new order. 
Their achievement was to reclaim French-German 



cooperation from the collaborationists. At a critical moment 
of reckoning, the French Comité recognized Germans’ agency 
in their own emancipation and made them legible as 
interlocutors and potential allies. This elevation of the new 
Germany not only buttressed homegrown democratization 
efforts in Germany but also made a revolution in French-
German relations plausible. It pointed the way from enmity to 
partnership. 
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GEOFF READ 

“A Cohort of Shrews”: Race, Gender, and the 
Problem of Women on Board Voyages of Indian 
“Coolies” to the French Caribbean in the Mid to 
Late Nineteenth Century 

With the end of slavery in the French Empire in 1848, 
plantation owners in the French Caribbean, principally on the 
islands of Guadeloupe and Martinique but also in French 
Guiana, experienced a labour shortage. This was because 
many of the former slaves, understandably, used their 
newfound freedom to leave their former owners’ employ. To 
replace the former slaves, recruitment of indentured 
labourers from India grew steadily in the late 1850s such that 
on 1 July 1861, under pressure from the British side to do so, 
France signed a Convention with the Government of India, 
which imposed some obligations on the French government 
and French recruiters and employers vis a vis their Indian 
recruits and workers. Initially, the labourers were 
overwhelmingly male, so much so that the British began to 
consider this a problem and, in 1876, started to enforce a 
requirement of the 1861 Convention that each voyage of 
labourers to the French Antilles be comprised of at least 40% 
women. This change caused no end of consternation among 
French officials, including the medical doctors on board the 
voyages transporting labourers to the Caribbean. Drawing on 
research in the Archives Nationales d’Outre-Mer in Aix, as well 
as the British Library and National Archives in the UK, this 
paper will explore why senior officials and those on the ground 
(and in the ships) thought including a higher number of 



women to be such a problem. In so doing, the analysis will 
illustrate the highly racialized and gendered nature of French 
officials’ reasoning and thinking on this question. 
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PENNY ROBERTS 

Confessional Connections Across Borders: 
Peace and Justice in the Reformation 

Much recent work has been done to expand our knowledge 
and understanding of international connections during the 
Reformation(s) of the sixteenth century. The survival of 
correspondence (sometimes through interception) has 
provided many of the sources for this approach. This paper 
seeks to build on these foundations by focusing on a network 
of Protestants that included French, Flemish, Scottish and 
English participants. The details of this network are only 
known to us through the interception of clandestine letters 
and the resulting trial records, but these sources in turn allow 
us to reconstruct the wider context of these confessional 
connections. In particular, this paper will examine how 
notions of peace and justice were at the heart of such 
interactions as part of upholding the wider Reformed cause by 
exploring the rhetoric, strategies and preoccupations of these 
interlocutors. 
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ELISABETH SALJE 

The “Murderous Nibbling of Farm Animals” in 
the Forests of Early Modern France 

Forest grazing was at once an essential source of support for 
a large proportion of France's rural populations, an 
increasingly resented servitude for forest proprietors, and the 
scourge of forestry officials. Sending flocks of sheep, goats, 
pigs and cattle to feed on acorns or soft underwood grasses 
had been one of the numerous use-rights conceded to 
villagers since medieval times in royal, seigneurial or clerical 
forests. Woodland pasture was regulated in great detail to 
prevent, as much as possible, damage to new plantations or 
young regrowth after cuts in coppiced woods. It was however 
difficult to control, especially in remote mountainous terrains 
such as the Pyrenees. From the seventeenth century, many 
proprietors, supported by royal legislation, sought to increase 
the profitability of their forest by enclosing parts of it in 
accordance with triage and cantonnement laws emitted by 
Louis XIV's government. While some clauses softened the 
impact on peasant livelihoods of this reduction of grazing 
grounds, antagonism grew between rural populations and the 
proprietors and forestry authorities, turning at times into open 
conflict. This paper will ask how the first set of revolutionary 
deputies reconciled their fundamental role as protectors of 
private property, preservers of forest resources essential for 
the nation, whilst also responding to the plight of rural 
populations desperate to recover ancestral grazing rights, 
which they considered irrevocably legitimate. 
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CATHERINE SCHMIDT 
1793: Les suspects – motifs d’incarcération : 
des délits qui ne sont pas qualifiés 

 
Sous la Terreur, l’élan révolutionnaire durcit les positions 
politiques. Les hommes de l’an II appliquent les lois. Après le 
9 thermidor, ils sont à leur tour mis en accusation. 
L’application de la loi des suspects (17 septembre 1793) a des 
conséquences importantes dans le domaine privé, dans le 
ressort agricole et celui de la petite industrie. Elle provoque 
un haut niveau de surveillance des maires par tous leurs 
administrés. De nombreuses arrestations sont réalisées. 
Cependant, les suspects n’ont pas reçu de mandat d’arrêt 
quel que soit leur statut.  

 Le ressentiment provient de la nature de l’emprisonnement, 
qu’elle est son motif ? Pour répondre à cette question, nous 
avons consulté, des documents s’étalant de la fin décembre 
1793 jusqu’au 14 thermidor an II, et plus particulièrement « 
une Liste de cent trente cinq condamnés à la peine de mort 
par le Tribunal criminel révolutionnaire du Gard » ainsi que le 
Registre d’écrou de la maison de justice du tribunal criminel 
de Nîmes . Sera étudié plus particulièrement le cas du maire 
de Nîmes, Courbis, emprisonné [le 24 frimaire an II (14 
décembre 1793)] pour conduite vexatoire et tyrannique 
envers ses concitoyens. Il est libéré le 21 ventôse an II (11 
mars 1794) mais replacé en détention au vu de la 
dénonciation du 16 thermidor an II (3 août 1794). Il est 
finalement massacré dans la citadelle de Nîmes le 22 floréal 



an III (11 mai 1795). Le cas particulier de Courbis montre 
combien la justice a été difficile à rendre durant la Terreur. 
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REBECCA P. SCALES 

Mobilizing for Polio: Disability, Epidemic 
Disease, and the Charitable Welfare State, 
1945–1968 

Scholars frequently cite the Liberation as a turning point in the 
development of the modern French welfare state, when the 
creation of social security and the expansion of state-
subsidized health care transformed the material lives of 
millions of French citizens. In contrast to the United States, it 
has been argued, France lacks a robust philanthropic tradition 
based on individual gestures or mass donations, because 
French people expect the state to fund social policies 
promoting solidarity. This paper offers fresh perspectives on 
the formation of the post-WWII welfare state by examining the 
mass charitable campaigns organized by the Association des 
Paralysés de France and other polio charities to raise money 
for polio survivors and research leading to a vaccine. Inspired 
by the American March of Dimes, the polio charities used 
lotteries, raffles, and galas to raise money for iron lungs, 
wheelchair donations, accessible transportation, and 
adapted holiday camps. While implicitly critical of the state 
for failing to provide adequate resources to disabled children 
and adults, the charities themselves depended upon state 
subsidies and endorsements. For thirty years, a state-
authorized Journée nationale des paralysés et invalides civils 
permitted the largest associations to fundraise on the street 
and via state radio and television. Exploring the fundraising 
strategies and propaganda through the lens of disability 
justice, this paper considers how the polio charities 



contributed to lasting ableist stereotypes by portraying 
disabled people as the grateful recipients of charity rather 
than rights-bearing citizens. The institutionalization of this 
model—which blended state subventions and private 
fundraising—for the provision of disability services had long-
term consequences for the development of a disability rights 
movement in France, contributing to patterns of segregation 
and institutionalization that persist today. 
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PIERRE SERNA 
L’échec de la Haute cour de Justice d’Orléans 
ou le début des désordres civils et les prémices 
de la Terreur 

 
La paix civile d’une société en train de se reconstruire sous la 
forme d’une nation se donnant de nouvelles lois ne peut 
fonctionner que si la souveraineté du peuple est respectée. 
C’est pour cette raison que le crime de lèse-majesté est 
remplacé par l’Assemblée constituante par le crime de lèse-
nation. Une juridiction spéciale se met en place à Orléans 
pour régler toute affaire relevant de la trahison d’Etat, risquant 
de troubler gravement l’ordre public et politique. Avec 
difficulté l’institution se met en place dans une ville où rien 
n’est préparé pour l’accueillir. Les dysfonctionnements se 
multiplient durant l’année 1791 jusqu’à l’été 1792. Aout 1792. 
La seconde Révolution vient d’avoir lieu. La patrie est en 
danger, les morts civils de la prise des Tuileries mettent en 
ébullition la population parisienne qui exige que justice soit 
faite. Devant l’impéritie du tribunal d’Orléans, une troupe est 
envoyé ainsi que des députés pour activer la marche du 
tribunal et ramener les prisonniers politiques à Paris dans une 
mesure d’apaisement de l’ordre. Les dernières journées du 
mois d’aout sont dramatiques à Orléans, entre une 
municipalité conservatrice, une cour intimée de rendre une 
justice exemplaire, les députés pressants, et une troupe 
militaire venu de Paris pour conduire 60 prisonniers qui 
n’arrièrent jamais à Paris, tous moins un massacrés, à 
Versailles. S’ensuivront les massacres dit de septembre dans 



Paris.  Cette communication vise à penser ensemble la nation 
d’ordre public, de paix et de discorde sociale, voire de début 
de guerre civile et d’incontrôlabilité de la foule par carence 
d’un système judiciaire, incapable d’imposer des règles 
claires et des sanctions visibles et compréhensibles des 
citoyennes et des citoyens au moment de grande crise 
politique et de début de guerre extérieure. C’est une leçon que 
les députés doivent retenir, lorsqu’ils décident d’imposer une 
police nationale et des normes juridiques durant le printemps 
et l’été 1793, pour donner un cadre légal à la répression 
politique, et pour forcer la population à demeurer en temps de 
guerre dans le calme social et civil. 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

Pierre Serna est professeur d’histoire de la Révolution 
française et de l’Empire à l’Université de Paris I Panthéon 
Sorbonne. Il est membre honoraire de l’Institut Universitaire 
de France et président de la Commission Internationale 
d’histoire de la Révolution française depuis août 2022. Il a été 
directeur de l’Institut d’histoire de la Révolution française 
(IHRF) depuis 2008, jusqu’en en 2016. 
Ses ouvrages couvrent l’histoire des idées et des pratiques 
politique du XVIIIe siècle, et plus particulièrement l’histoire de 
la démocratie représentative et des mouvements radicaux à 
la gauche de l’échiquier politique, mais également sur 
l’«extrême centre ». Il a écrit également deux livres sur 
l’histoire des animaux dans leur rapport à la politique et 
codirigé le Dictionnaire historique et critique des animaux 
(Champ, Vallon, 2024). 



JENNIFER SESSIONS 

The Margueritte Affair and the Transformation of 
Criminal Justice in Colonial Algeria 

One of the critical turning points in the development of 
the criminal justice system in French colonial Algeria 
was the institution of the so-called tribunaux répressifs 
indigènes, or TRIs, created by decree in 1902-1903 and 
written into French law in 1904. These tribunals, which 
ruled on a summary basis, were established to expedite 
the conviction and punishment of Muslim Algerian 
colonial subjects by removing them from the 
cumbersome procedures and associated protections of 
the ordinary French judicial system. As such, a powerful 
new strand of legal history has begun to show, they 
exemplify the “justice of exception” and the paradoxical 
sovereignty that took hold in the colony in the years 
before World War I. With the triumph of settler 
democracy under the Third Republic came more radical, 
racialized legal distinctions between the enfranchised 
“Europeans of Algeria” and the disenfranchised 
indigenous population. The proposed paper will explore 
in greater detail one specific aspect of the creation of the 
TRIs, namely the role of the Margueritte Uprising of April 
1901 in catalyzing the adoption of a judicial reform that 
settlers and colonial jurists had been advocating for two 
decades. There is a broad scholarly consensus that this 
revolt, in which a half-dozen Europeans were killed by a 



group of Muslim Algerians, provided the decisive push 
towards realizing proposals for a more expeditious form 
of indigenous justice in Algeria. By returning to the 
administrative and parliamentary debates of 1902-1904, 
I seek to understand in more specific detail how the 
Margueritte events were invoked by both supporters and 
opponents of the tribunaux répressifs in order to better 
understand this critical transformation in the colony’s 
criminal justice system and in the relationship between 
legal institutions and colonial society it entailed. 
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ANNE SIMONIN 
Le code des Terreurs : Anticiper la paix en 
temps d’exception 

Depuis des années, la communauté des historiennes et des 
historiens de la Révolution française savent que Carla Hesse 
et Anne Simonin travaillent à renouveler entièrement ce que 
nous savions de la Terreur. Leurs ouvrages paraîtront au 
printemps et à l’automne 2026. C’est donc une occasion 
précieuse de pouvoir les entendre dialoguer à Groningen sur 
leurs recherches inédites, originales et rigoureuses, autour du 
thème de paix et justice dans l’histoire de France. Le but de ce 
dialogue est d’abord de contextualiser la nouvelle justice 
républicaine, hors d’un cadre interprétatif ancien, obnubilé 
par la chose juridique, déconnectée du phénomène global de 
la guerre européenne, et d'expliquer comment les acteurs de 
l'appareil judiciaire ou législatif n'ont eu de cesse que de 
penser, en hommes des Lumières, à construire de la 
concorde civile au moyen de la loi et de la justice.   

Comment, dans un État d’exception, et un gouvernement 
révolutionnaire, rendre la justice dans la perspective de 
construire une paix sociale qui elle-même permette les 
conditions de la victoire et prépare la paix à construire dans 
un ordre diplomatique nouveau ? 
Rédiger les codes des lois afin de fixer les normes juridiques 
solides du pays sans attendre la paix mais pour la préparer et 
comprendre les procès comme des adjuvants de la 
construction d’une nouvelle société sont deux des 
propositions à prendre en considérations entre 1793 et 1794 
se trouvent au cœur du dialogue entre les deux historiennes. 



ANDREW SMITH 

Rough-Handed Solidarity and the Larzac: 
Peace, Justice, and Internationalism in a Sheep 
Farmers’ Struggle (1970–now) 

When the French government sought to extend a military base 
on the Larzac plateau in Southern France, local farmers 
fought back in a decade-long nonviolent campaign. Better yet, 
they won. From expansive globe-trotting solidarities to ocally 
rooted action, the Larzac struggle illustrates the development 
of a form of rough-handed solidarity which served to link the 
roots that characterised their resistance with the international 
routes along which they travelled. My work deploys methods 
developed in the study of wartime resistance to emphasise 
moments of individual encounter and mutual recognition, 
reconstructing networks that crossed political and national 
boundaries allowing a local struggle to become a global force. 
The Larzac struggle offers us a different window on the 
persistence of the peasantry, and a different way of seeing this 
identity as it moves into the twenty first century: as one which 
is rich in connections and rich in meaning. 

By taking a kaleidoscopic view of rooted struggle, we can 
unpack alternative forms of grassroots internationalism. This 
involves prosopography built on reconciling oral history 
interviews and the scattered archival records of transnational 
activists. The peasants on the Larzac plateau marshalled their 
cause, forging solidarities with a handshake, and inviting 
common cause with a range of different movements. This 
approach repositions the fight for the Larzac plateau in rural 



south-west France within a wider network of international 
solidarities from the USA to the UK, Germany, Burkina Faso, 
New Caledonia, Japan and beyond. Retracing the actors who 
moved across these political networks of activism, we can see 
how pacifists, environmentalist, anti-nuclear protest, 
indigenous activists, and many more forged rough-handed 
solidarities with this peasant campaign. 
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RICHARD D. SONN 

Jewish Artists Confront Fascism and the 
Holocaust 

In my book Modernist Diaspora: Immigrant Jewish Artists in 
Paris, 1900-1945 (Bloomsbury, 2022), I discuss the many 
young Jews who came to Paris in the first third of the twentieth 
century to participate in modern art.  I argue that Marc 
Chagall, Amedeo Modigliani, Jacques Lipchitz, Sonia 
Delaunay, Chaim Soutine and many others created the 
greatest artistic efflorescence in the long history of the Jewish 
people. 

From impressionism on, modernism had proscribed history 
painting and any sort of narrative, and focused instead on 
varying responses to the immediate world around them.  
Jewish modernists in Paris and elsewhere were equally 
unlikely to engage in anything resembling historical painting.  
Then came the rise of fascism in the 1930s, followed by the 
Holocaust, and Jews were inescapably confronted by large-
scale political forces.  Marc Chagall’s 1938 The White 
Crucifixion is his response to Picasso’s Guernica.  This was 
the first of two dozen crucifixion scenes he painted during 
World War II, first in France, later in exile in the U.S.  Jacques 
Lipchitz also shifted his sculptural themes as he created a 
public piece in Paris showing Prometheus in combat with a 
vulture representing fascism.  Other such pieces followed, 
again first in France, then in American exile.  These included 
The Rape of Europa.  The artists who made it to the U.S. were 
the lucky ones, but those who stayed in Europe also 
responded to crisis by recording the historical experience of 



the Jews’ plight.  Less well known but with a distinctive style 
that recalled Flemish primitives, Grégoire Michonze remained 
in France and evoked pathos and hunger.  Some of these 
artists did not try to capture grand events of the war, in the 
manner of history paintings, but all grappled with a world of 
torment, symbolically through the image of a Jewish Christ 
like Chagall and Abraham Rattner, or in a self-portrait such as 
Nussbaum painted, his yellow Jewish star displayed 
prominently.  History had replaced still lives and nudes. 
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BEN STEMPER 

A Republic for Our Sons, Not Our Fathers: 
Peace, Justice, and the Republic in the Works of 
Jean-Félix Mas and Joseph Déjacque between 
1848 and the American Exile 

What do peace and justice mean after the traumatic 
experience of brutal state repression? In my paper, I propose 
to trace the ways that survivors of 1848-1851 made sense of 
their traumatic experience, and how this affected their 
understanding of peace and justice. I intend to focus on the 
writings of the printer Jean-Félix Mas and the utopian 
anarchist Joseph Déjacque, two little-known French socialists 
in exile in the USA. This is a conscious choice; both were in 
exile in New York together, and Mas printed and sold 
Déjacque’s writings. 

They were marked both by 1848 and the experience of the 
American republic. Déjacque, in notable texts such as his 
utopia L’Humanisphère and reflections on American society 
such as his acerbic La Nouvelle-Orléans, came to reject both 
the old order of Europe and the Republican experiment in the 
USA as unable to guarantee the conditions necessary for 
human flourishing. All forms of government founded on 
authority had to be eradicated and supplanted by anarchy. 

In 1864, Mas published his response to Déjacque. In a 
pamphlet titled La Fin du Monde Misérable, translated into 
English, mirroring and referencing Déjacque’s texts, Mas 
attacked bourgeois society while praising the political 
conditions of a republic, calling for a peaceful general strike. 



Mas and Déjacque articulated profound critiques of liberal-
industrialist society and its underlying violence. Yet, they 
differed starkly on the means necessary to attain their ends. 
They were in agreement that the bourgeois order was unable 
to guarantee true justice and peace, but diverged on what 
alternative could enable them. 

I propose to read these texts as two interventions within a 
debate on the Francophone exiled left on how to negotiate the 
experiences of 1848 and displacement, and how to 
reformulate their ideas of human flourishing and freedom 
within the context of these experiences. 
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RUSSELL STEPHENS 

Between Irish Fenians and Jamaica’s Morant 
Bay Rebellion: Political Caricature in the 
Second Empire Visual Mass Entertainment 
Industry 

This paper will consider the ways in which the public satire of 
two very distinct colonial struggles became intertwined in the 
imaginations of Second Empire French caricaturists.  My 
scholarship examines critical relationship between the 
politically-committed late Second Empire caricatures of 
Honoré Daumier and the visual mass entertainment industry 
in which he worked.  Daumier was surrounded by a 
competitive capitalist mass media marketplace in which 
market-aware artists constructed distinct satirical brands.  
The most prolific of these figures was the caricaturist Charles 
Amédée de Noé, or “Cham,” whose family wealth was 
connected to the slave labour in plantations in Bréda, Santo 
Domingo.  The focus of my examination will be series of 
published back-and-forth caricatures between the two 19th 
century caricaturists which linked the divergent colonial 
struggles taking place at the time between of the repression 
of black workers in Morant Bay, Jamaica (1865) with the 
struggle against British colonialism of Irish Fenians.  I will 
argue that Cham’s caricatures depicted the connection 
between struggles in Ireland and Jamaica in a xenophobic 
light, demeaning both the Irish and the Jamaica’s Black 
population.  Several months after seizing upon the same 
motif, Daumier by contrast transforms his own image into an 
imagined vision of internationalist solidarity in which a 



Jamaica whispers political counsel to a Fenian who is fighting 
against colonialism.  My analysis will consider the historical 
circumstances in France, Britain, Ireland, and Jamaica 
underpinning the creation of this published series.  Also, 
methodologically applying Walter Benjamin’s notion of 
modernity as drawn from his Arcades Project, Cham’s 
caricatures will be discussed as one strand within the era’s 
‘vast dream world’ I have named (politically unconscious) 
“laughter phantasmagoria.”  In contrast, Daumier’s images 
will be understood as “counterimages” that manifested a 
materialist historical knowledge that was actively working to 
transform the mythic dream condition into an “awakened” 
collective state.   
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ALEX SUMMERS 

Transatlantic and Transcolonial Movements of 
Transnational Volunteers in the Franco-Prussian 
War: Fighting for and Thinking about a Just 
World 

The Franco-Prussian War of 1870 was a titanic struggle that 
defined France’s social and political life in the late nineteenth 
century. Often conceived of as a national struggle, the final 
war of German unification, its global and European impacts 
have attracted considerable attention. Scholars like Nicolas 
Bourginat and Gilles Vogt have shown how the war was 
interpreted as a global event. Quentin Deluermoz has greatly 
transformed the way we view the legacy of the Paris 
Commune by examining its impact on the media landscape. 
This war, a war between two European great powers, 
generated much anxiety amongst people across the world, 
but also opportunities for conceiving for a new world in the 
peace. With the declaration of war, and the rise of a new 
Republic from the ashes of the Second Empire came a flood 
of volunteers, not merely the famous Garibaldians from Italy, 
or the lesser-known Greek and Spanish efforts, but from 
across the Atlantic, from European communities in 
Alexandria, Montevideo, Buenos Aires, and Tunisia. The 
volunteers who arrived had varying experiences and 
motivations, but commonly they were fighting for a personal 
conception of justice. This paper will examine what these 
transnational movements and people can tell us about the 
way that on the cusp of France’s Third Republic people 
conceived of justice and the world after the war. As defeat 



became inevitable, smaller struggles for smaller justices like 
repatriation sparked equal concern and radicalisation 
amongst officials and volunteers. Examining the mobilities of 
these volunteers will deepen our understanding of how 
European socialism, colonialism and nationalism all clashed 
and mixed to form quite different conceptions of a just world 
and how that world was conceived. Visions of a just world 
would drive people to fight and die for the peace at the other 
side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

Alex Summers is a third year PhD student at the University of 
Strathclyde currently working on Transnational Volunteers 
during the Franco-Prussian War and their legacies. He 
completed his BA in Military History at the University of Kent, 
and a Masters at Oxford University on the History of War. His 
current interests largely revolve around mid to late nineteenth 
century transnational movements in the military sphere and 
what they can tell us about the ways that people interact with 
their own identities. 



ALI TOUILILA 

Silenced Voices, Resisting Sounds: 
Francophone Rap Engagé and its Afterlives 

The first chapter of my dissertation informs this paper, which I 
want to present at the conference. The paper explores the 
fractures and fault lines between two generations of racialized 
individuals to show how contemporary hip hop artists are 
seeking new ways to express their identities and articulate 
difference beyond the paradigm of representation. My interest 
lies in showing how such popular aesthetic works draw on 
diverse sources to open avenues of thought and modes of 
being that evade French exclusionary universalism and its 
militant secularism. In particular, the paper explores how 
these artists reimagine and represent the banlieue as (1) the 
locus of a new ethical and spiritual community and (2) a 
generative space of subversive creative production. The 
articulation of these two dimensions mount a direct response 
to the asphyxiating use of laïcité against French Muslim 
subjects and widespread anti-Arab and anti-Black violence. 
By closely examining a range of popular culture works created 
by rappers, I aim to explore how such works escape and 
subvert the mechanisms of Republican censure. 

The paper also explores how texts from the banlieue are 
closely connected to texts from other margins of the French 
empire. I emphasize transnational exchanges between 
cultural, literary, and audiovisual traditions. I will aim to show 
that through the exchanges from these imperial margins, 
Global South–Global North solidarities are reimagined. 



My premise is that the banlieusards are not mid-way between 
Western and non-Western civilizations—as it sometimes 
appears to be the case for Maghrebi writers—but rather that 
they occupy a limbo space as an internalized Other. I suggest 
that what makes the banlieue a compelling margin is that it is 
a margin from within: an internal border at the heart of the 
post-metropolis. 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

I am a fifth-year PhD candidate in the French Department at 
Yale University, working on postcolonial cultural productions 
originating from the French banlieue. My dissertation explores 
the ways in which racialized Muslim subjects challenge 
prevailing French assimilationist and secularist discourses. It 
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NICCOLÒ VALMORI 

Between Local Interest and Republicanism: The 
Parable of Trade During the French Revolution, 
1787–1794 

This paper explores the different strategies and narratives that 
commercial actors adopted to promote their business during 
the French Revolution. It highlights how merchants and 
businessmen had to adapt to the changing political 
environment to succeed in their ventures. To develop this 
theme, two commercial actors and their trajectories are 
analysed: the Marseillais Guillaume Rostagny and the 
American Henry Jackson. While Rostagny was active already 
in the 1780s in the defence of Marseille’s commercial 
privileges, Jackson travelled to Europe between 1793 and 
1794 at the peak of the first revolutionary war and he arrived 
in Paris while the Committee of Public Safety was facing an 
internal civil war and the revolutionary armies were struggling 
to overcome the joint efforts of European monarchs to quell 
the revolution. Their activity of commercial lobbying, 
Rostagny for the Marseille’s Chamber of Commerce and 
Jackson’s in favor of William Bingham, Senator of 
Pennsylvania, had to tune with the rapid changing political 
environment of the French political assemblies. 

In the midst of the first years of the French revolution Rostagny 
had to defend Marseille’s commercial privileges without 
openly present his position as defense of Ancient regime 
institutions as the free-port status of Marseille. Jackson 
travelled to Paris to propose the Maine lands to the 



Committee of Public Safety as a way to resolve the need of 
timber to replenish the ranks of the weakened French navy. In 
his mission Jackson appealed to the common republicanism 
of the young United States and the French republic, to whom 
the American republicans always owed their freedom. 

Through this analysis encompassing both the Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean spaces, it emerges how commercial actors 
modelled their narrative striking a balance between their own 
interest and the republican interest. 
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KERREWIN VAN BLANKEN & NINA 
LAMAL 

Policing International Print in Early Modern 
Europe: French Diplomatic Interventions in 
Seventeenth-Century Italy and the Low 
Countries 

This paper examines how and why French diplomats in the 
seventeenth century attempted to manage printed material 
abroad, and how these efforts could bring them into conflict 
with local authorities. Throughout this period, French 
diplomats frequently encountered printed materials they 
considered dangerous or slanderous and sought to bring the 
authors, printers and distributors of these pieces to justice. In 
doing so, they had to navigate various local political and 
judicial contexts around print. This paper compares the cases 
of the Dutch Republic and Italy, where the regulation of print 
was part of different jurisdictions, leading to a variety of 
strategies on the part of French diplomatic agents. In some 
situations, diplomats sought to suppress news and 
publications by appealing to the existing censorship regimes, 
presenting their actions as lawful defences of sovereign 
reputation. In other cases, they bypassed local legal 
procedures altogether, resorting to bribery, threats and even 
direct action against news writers and printers. The paper 
investigates the considerations behind these various tactics, 
their development over time and to what extent such 
decisions were coordinated or left to the discretion of 



individual diplomats. The paper also considers the broader 
implications of such print diplomacy for questions 
concerning sovereignty, citizenship and precedence. As 
diplomatic interventions could turn questions of censorship 
into matters of international contention, they illuminate 
tensions between legal order and political peace in early 
modern Europe. 
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DAVID VAN DER LINDEN 

The Forbidden Bestsellers of The Hague: 
Huguenot Exiles and the Rise of the French 
Literary Underground 

Early modern authors wishing to resist the French state or 
church often had recourse to presses outside the kingdom. 
Whereas Robert Darnton located the origins of this literary 
underground in eighteenth-century Switzerland, this paper 
focuses on the Dutch Republic: already in the 1680s, French 
authors – many of them Huguenot refugees – relied on Dutch 
presses to produce cheap print that decried the régime of 
Louis XIV. Although the contours of this trade have been 
studied before, its extent and impact have proven difficult to 
map, due to a lack of Dutch booksellers’ archives. This paper 
therefore uses the Brienne Collection of undelivered letters, 
sent to The Hague between 1689 and 1707, to uncover the 
trade in forbidden literature, as many of these missives 
discuss the cross-border trade. Who were the authors and 
publishers who produced subversive literature? How did this 
clandestine trade operate? And how successful was this 
literary underground in circumventing the power of the French 
state? 
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ELINE VAN ERDEWIJK 

Mapping Racial Antisemitism: The Press in 
Settler-Colonial Algeria (1870–1914) 

This paper examines how broader questions of justice, 
citizenship, and social cohesion in the French empire shaped 
antisemitic discourse in colonial Algeria. Focusing on the 
period between the Crémieux Decree of 1870 and the 
outbreak of the First World War, this argument posits that the 
multilingual settler press (in French, Spanish, and Italian) 
became a key arena in which competing visions of rights, 
belonging, and colonial order were negotiated. By tracing how 
newspapers cast Jewish communities as threats to “peace,” 
“stability,” or “progress,” the study shows how the press 
mobilized racial antisemitism to justify exclusion and political 
violence while bolstering the settler republican project. 

Rather than viewing antisemitism as a primarily metropolitan 
discourse, the paper demonstrates that diverse European 
settler groups helped construct an exclusionary colonial 
public sphere. Through analysis of French-, Spanish-, and 
Italian-language newspapers, it shows how the press 
magnified grievances around citizenship, economic 
competition, and cultural hierarchy in ways that fuelled social 
unrest and enabled repeated episodes of anti-Jewish 
violence. In doing so, it sheds light on the history of legal 
protection and minority status in the Francophone world. 

The paper also situates Algeria within broader debates on 
(in)justice in imperial contexts. It argues that the settler press 
promoted the idea of Algeria as the cradle of a “new white 



Latin race,” simultaneously an extension of France and a 
frontier requiring constant control. This vision included 
hierarchies of populations and undermined coexistence 
among Algeria’s historic communities. By highlighting the 
press’s role in sustaining colonial injustice, the study 
contributes to wider discussions on how ideas and 
institutions entrench inequality and shape the long-term 
legacies of empire. 
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JONAS VAN TOL 

Associations of Belonging: Looking for Safety in 
Numbers During the Wars of Religion 

In sixteenth-century society, corporate organisations played 
an important role as shapers of belonging. They provided 
security for their members and a means of expressing 
attachments to place and community. The Reformation 
ruptured many of these ties, be it networks of patronage, 
religious fraternities, or regional leagues and associations. 
The instinctive reaction to these ruptures was the rapid 
construction of new associations. These ranged from local 
attempts to restore civic harmony to militant leagues and 
associations that operated regionally and trans-regional 
alliances with significant military and political clout. 

Though they differed strongly in size, purpose and outlook, 
clear patterns emerge in the way such associations were built. 
They were not just alliances of convenience, but strove to fully 
incorporate their members through oaths, symbols, rituals, 
uniforms, songs, and stories. Moreover, they were often 
constructed on the foundations of existing networks and 
usually emphasized their deep roots. 

This paper explores the emergence of new associations in two 
particularly volatile regions; the valleys of the Rhine and 
Rhône. The flow of people and ideas along these two vital 
arteries assured that the regions were home to communities 
of most Christian denominations. In this fractured landscape, 
the need to replace a loss of belonging and to strive for control 
and security was felt particularly strongly. 
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CHARLES-ANTOINE WANECQ 

Qui a le droit d’être sauvé? Urgence vitale et 
élaboration d’un droit au secours en France 
(années 1940–1980) 

 
Promulguée en 1986, la loi sur l’aide médicale urgente 
instaure un nouveau droit à la santé en France. Elle constitue 
l’aboutissement d’une trentaine d’années de débats sur la 
manière d’organiser les secours sur l’ensemble du territoire 
pour maximiser les chances de sauver les individus en 
détresse. L’introduction d’une temporalité dans l’attribution 
des soins s’impose ainsi dans la seconde moitié du XXe siècle 
sous l’effet des innovations médico-techniques qui rendent 
possible une intervention rapide, tandis que la responsabilité 
du corps médical fait l’objet de discussions au sein du monde 
des secours. La non-assistance à personne en danger, entrée 
dans le Code Pénal dans les années 1940, devient en effet 
une menace pour les médecins appelés au secours. À partir 
d’archives des ministères de la Santé et de l’Intérieur, ainsi 
que des publications de l’Ordre des médecins, cette 
communication propose d’interroger la question de l’accès 
au soin à travers la catégorie de l’urgence médicale. Elle vise 
aussi à montrer les tensions entre acteurs sous l’effet de la 
médicalisation des secours. 
 

Enacted in 1986, the law on emergency medical assistance 
established a new right to healthcare in France. It was the 
culmination of some thirty years of debate on how to organize 



emergency services in order to maximize the chances of 
saving people in distress. The introduction of a time limit for 
the provision of care became necessary in the second half of 
the 20th century as a result of medical and technical 
innovations that made rapid intervention possible, while the 
responsibility of the medical profession was the subject of 
debate within the emergency services. Failure to assist a 
person in danger, which was added to the Penal Code in the 
1940s, became a threat to doctors called to the scene of an 
accident. Drawing on archives from the Ministries of Health 
and the Interior, as well as publications from the French 
Medical Association, this paper examines the issue of access 
to care through the lens of medical emergencies. It also aims 
to highlight the tensions between different actors resulting 
from the medicalization of emergency services. 
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CHARLES WALTON 

Between Redistribution and Abundance: Social 
Rights in the Longue Durée 

This keynote traces a long history of social rights with 
France at its centre, focusing on a persistent tension 
between two imagined ways of securing individual well-
being: redistribution and abundance. From medieval 
doctrines of necessity and subsistence to 
Enlightenment political economy and the French 
Revolution, claims to social rights were shaped—and 
constrained—by competing assumptions about 
scarcity, growth and obligation. The revolutionary 
moment, in particular, brought these tensions into sharp 
relief, as social rights were alternately grounded in 
market-generated abundance and pressed into more 
explicitly redistributive forms. Rather than telling a story 
of linear progress, the lecture emphasises ruptures, 
reversals, and recurring controversies around 
justiciability and duties. In teasing out this tension 
between redistribution and abundance across time, 
within and beyond France, it reflects on why social rights 
have proven both resilient and fragile—and on what their 
past can tell us about their possible futures in the age of 
artificial intelligence. 

 



ZELAI XIE 
Requisitioning Justice: War, Subsistence, and 
Revolutionary Governance, 1792–1795 

This paper examines how revolutionary France sought to 
reconcile war, subsistence, and justice through requisitioning 
practices in the war zones and occupied regions between 
1792 and 1795 (mainly Belgium and the Rhineland). While 
requisitioning has often been interpreted primarily as an 
expression of coercion or military necessity, this paper argues 
that it functioned as a central arena in which competing 
notions of justice were articulated, contested, and 
negotiated. 

Focusing on the correspondence, decrees, and reports of 
representatives on mission attached to the armies of the 
northern frontier, the paper traces the administrative logic 
through which material exactions were presented as 
legitimate sacrifices demanded by the Republic. 
Representatives consistently framed requisitions as 
temporary and necessary measures, regulated by principles 
of equity and legality, and linked them to the collective 
defence of liberty. At the local level, however, municipal 
petitions, complaints, and administrative exchanges reveal 
growing civilian unease as requisitioning shifted from 
episodic demands to sustained pressure on subsistence, 
particularly during the winter of 1794–1795. In some localities, 
this unease developed into open resistance, as rural 
communities refused requisition orders, and expelled agents 
of enforcement from their districts. 



Rather than producing compliance through pure threat of 
force, revolutionary authorities sought to sustain 
requisitioning by embedding it within a moral economy that 
appealed to equality, patriotic duty, and legal regularity. Local 
populations, however, increasingly assessed these claims 
through the lens of survival, scarcity, and uneven burden-
sharing. The tensions that emerged expose the limits of 
revolutionary authority in wartime and the fragile alignment 
between ideological justification and everyday experience. In 
this context, peace was conceived not as the absence of 
conflict, but as a condition to be actively maintained through 
regulation, discipline, and competing claims of justice. 

By treating requisitioning as a form of wartime governance, 
this paper sheds light on how state authority and social order 
were constructed under conditions of prolonged military 
mobilisation. It contributes to broader debates on 
revolutionary governance, legitimacy, and state formation by 
situating justice not as a fixed principle, but as a negotiated 
practice shaped by the pressures of war. 
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HARIM YANG 

Antinobilisme, égalité et aristocratie légitime 
chez le marquis d’Argenson 

La pensée antinobiliaire a souvent été comprise comme le 
signe d’une transition au sein de la culture politique d’Ancien 
Régime vers un égalitarisme individualiste et méritocratique. 
En proposant une nouvelle lecture des Considérations sur le 
gouvernement ancien et présent de la France de René-Louis 
de Voyer, marquis d’Argenson — souvent invoquée comme 
preuve de ce tournant —, la présente communication entend 
reconsidérer la logique traditionnelle qui associe 
systématiquement ces deux courants de pensée. Les travaux 
antérieurs ont souligné avec raison la virulente critique 
qu’adresse le marquis au corps nobiliaire français ainsi que 
sa défense d’une monarchie d’individus égaux, sans autre 
distinction que le mérite. Ils ont toutefois largement négligé le 
fait qu’il reconnaît simultanément la possibilité de « 
l’aristocratie légitime ». 

Comment d’Argenson a-t-il pu, tout en défendant l’égalité, y 
compris celle des richesses, admettre la possibilité d’un 
gouvernement aristocratique légitime ? Et pourquoi juge-t-il 
une telle configuration impraticable en France ? En se 
concentrant sur cette tension, la communication montre que 
l’antinobilisme de d’Argenson ne se limite pas à une simple 
reconnaissance de l’individu comme sujet doté de mérite et 
de droits, pour s’étendre jusqu’à une réflexion sur l’homme 
dans les configurations de pouvoir au sien de l’État. Chez lui, 
de bonnes lois et principes peuvent exister sous toute forme 
de gouvernement, mais l’enjeu réside dans leur maintien. En 



d’autres termes, la noblesse et l’inégalité ne constituent pas 
des problèmes en soi, mais deviennent problématiques au 
sein de certaines combinaisons de rapports de pouvoir.Ainsi, 
l’antinobilisme du marquis d’Argenson que propose cette 
communication ne se réduit pas à un égalitarisme, mais 
s’inscrit dans une réflexion plus vaste sur les principes de 
constitution de l’État. En l’analysant dans le contexte des 
débats contemporains auxquels participèrent Boulainvilliers, 
l’abbé de Saint-Pierre et Montesquieu, la communication 
propose une relecture de l’antinobilisme dans son contexte 
intellectuel du XVIIIᵉ siècle. 
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CHELSEA YOUNGLOVE 

The Resurrection(s) of Pierre-Joseph Dauchez: 
Counter-Revolutionary Religion and Ritual in 
Pas-de-Calais (1793–1794) 

In 1794, at the height of the French Revolution, Pierre-Joseph 
Dauchez faced the guillotine. Though his fate was shared by 
hundreds of other peasants in Pas-de-Calais, the young army 
deserter became the catalyst of an exceptional case. 
Dauchez claimed to have been miraculously resurrected from 
death. His family organised communal rituals in their rural 
village of Wailly, including innovative adaptations of Catholic 
communion, re-enactment, and procession. In June 1794, the 
Dauchez family was arrested, tried, and executed by the 
revolutionary government. Utilising the anthropological 
approach of cultural history, my project explores the world of 
the peasantry by deciphering one community’s radical rituals. 
Additionally, I conducted a statistical survey of the 
Revolutionary Tribunal of Arras, situating my microhistory 
within trends across the Pas-de-Calais department. This case 
challenges previous ‘top-down’ interpretations of the 
counter-revolution, which consistently focused on the elite 
leadership of aristocrats and clergy. From this ‘bottom-up’ 
perspective, I examine working class communities as active 
participants in counter-revolutionary resistance. I centre 
communal rituals as sites of innovation, negotiation, and 
resistance. My work builds on the methodological models of 
historians such as Suzanne Desan, incorporating insights 
from economic and religious history. My focus on the rural 
peasantry, in particular, brings this project into dialogue with 



recent efforts to rethink the role of class in the Revolution.The 
legacy of this case reveals telling lacunae in the 
historiography of the French Revolution. I explore the erasure 
of rural resistance throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, 
calling for historians to re-evaluate the sources found in 
revolutionary judicial records. This paper thematically 
contends with ‘justice’ in relation to records and memory. 
While utilising neglected revolutionary judicial records, I also 
grapple with the inherent ambiguity of this source base. This 
case was the subject of my completed MA dissertation, 
undertaken at the University of Warwick. 
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