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More information
The latest information on the Netherlands-Asia Honours Summer School can be found on the website (www.nahss.nl).  

2014’s programme will be updated frequently. Please feel free to ask all remaining questions concerning the programme 

by mail: info@nahss.nl. Moreover, contact details of the university’s contact persons and NAHSS alumni can be found on 

the website. 

Timeline

1 December  Call for applications opens (via www.nahss.nl)

31 December  Deadline for applying (via www.nahss.nl)

31 January  Universities select a maximum of 25 students. 

    You will be notified of their selection.

1 March   The national selection committee selects 100 participants for the 2014 edition. 

    Students and partners will be notified about the final selection.  

March   NAHSS 2014 kick-off weekend in the Netherlands

March – June  Preliminary project work in the Netherlands

May   Generic master class in the Netherlands

End of June  Departure to Asian summer school destinations

Arrival – August  Summer school programme 

August    Business week in Shanghai

Mid-August  Flight back to Amsterdam

September  NAHSS closing event



Introduction

Asia is booming; one of many evident developments is the shifting balance in the world economy towards the  

continent. This is one of many reasons why all Dutch research universities, the business community and the public sector 

joined forces to initiate a unique public-private partnership: the Netherlands-Asia Honours Summer School (NAHSS). After 

two successful editions, 2012 and 2013, this year’s programme will expand; though not lose its renowned quality.

This unique triple helix programme, in which the public-, private- and academic world participates, grants access to  

excellent Asian universities in Hong Kong, Taipei and as of this year new mainland locations. Furthermore, you get access to 

and insights into the strong network of Dutch and Asian institutions that support the NAHSS by conducting several business 

visits. In addition to the academic- and business programme, you will work on a project in close collaboration with a NAHSS 

partner. This takes place in a multidisciplinary team of students from all Dutch research universities.

Programme
This year, the NAHSS is set to expand to 100 participants. As one of these 100 excellent students, you are granted the opportunity 

to attend a summer school at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the National Chengchi University in Taipei, or one university in 

Mainland China. You will be taking Asia-related courses in the field of business, management and engineering as well as in the 

field of humanities, social sciences and language. The obtained and possibly transferable credits equal 4 to 8 ECTS. Next to the 

academic programme, you will be visiting local branches of Asian and Dutch NAHSS partners. 

After the academic programme at the different locations, all NAHSS delegates reunite to participate in the business week in 

Shanghai. Here, you will visit Dutch and Asian businesses and institutions to learn about their views on and adaptations to the 

Chinese market. 

Projects
In addition to the academic- and business programme, you will be working on a project in close collaboration with one of the 

NAHSS partners. This year’s overarching theme is urbanisation, which means that all projects will in one way or another work on 

issues concerning this theme. Urbanisation is a hot and pressing issue, as in 1990 only 26% of the Chinese population lived in 

cities, whereas this increased to 53% in 2012, and is set to increase to nearly 70% by 2035. In September, you and your group, as 

members of the class of 2014, will present your findings to all partners during the closing session.

Exemplary projects of last year include an article written by fifteen NAHSS delegates on the issue of reshoring, which was  

published in the FD Outlook, a quarterly supplementary magazine of the Dutch Financial Times. The delegates in the Green  

Labeling project organised an informative lunch seminar that was attended by a multitude of multinational corporations in order 

to launch a Dutch sustainability label in Hong Kong. The findings and recommendations of the class of 2013 were presented 

during the closing session at the Ministry of Economic Affairs, after which the participants and the NAHSS partners attended the 

closing reception at the Chinese Embassy in The Hague. Last year’s results can be found on www.nahss.nl. 

Your contribution
The Netherlands-Asia Honours Summer School is mostly funded by our partners: the Dutch research universities, five  

governmental ministries, and over twenty private partners. You are asked to contribute €950,-. This includes the preparatory trail 

in the Netherlands, flight to and from Asia, housing, tuition fees, study books, a buddy programme, company visits, the training 

and assistance for the projects, and access to the exclusive NAHSS community with a strong network connecting the Netherlands 

and Asia. This excludes any local expenses, such as meals. 

Moreover, you are expected to be fully committed to the programme. This means that attending all NAHSS-related meetings in 

the Netherlands and Asia is mandatory. The preparatory trail in the Netherlands will require you to spend between five and ten 

hours per week on NAHSS-related activities. 

Accommodation
Throughout the summer school, you will be staying on or near the university’s campus together with other international students 

who participate in the university’s summer school. You will be sharing a room with another NAHSS delegate. During the business 

week in Shanghai, you will be housed on the campus of Fudan University.

Application and selection process
Call for applications starts on the 1st of December and lasts until the 31st of December. You can submit your Dutch or English 

application on www.nahss.nl. 

You are eligible to apply when:
	 •	 You	are	a	Dutch-speaking	(NT2	level)	second-	or	third-year	bachelor’s	student	at	

  a Dutch research university

	 •	 You	are	an	excellent	student,	preferably	participating	in	a	honours	programme

	 •	 You	are	ambitious,	active	and	entrepreneurial

	 •	 You	have	an	interest	in	Asia	

You are asked to provide the following information:
	 •	 Personal	details

	 •	 Letter	of	motivation	(max.	2	A4)

	 •	 CV

	 •	 Official	academic	transcript

	 •	 Copy	of	your	passport	(valid	up	and	until	6	months	after	NAHSS	departure)

	 •	 Short	video	pitch	(max.	2	minutes	/	Dutch	or	English)	of	yourself	in	which	you	pitch	why	

  the NAHSS should select you as a participant

You	are	asked	to	combine	the	following	files	into	one	PDF	file:	letter	of	motivation,	CV,	official	academic	transcript,	and	the	copy	

of your passport. 

Motivational letters should include at least three aspects:
	 •	 You	>	NAHSS

	 •	 NAHSS	>	You

	 •	 Your	bond	with	Asia

This means that you are expected to explain what and how you are going to contribute to the NAHSS, what and how the NAHSS 

will contribute to your personal development, and your bond with Asia. 

The selection process is split in two distinctive steps after your application. During the first phase until the 31st of January, your 

home university selects a maximum of 25 applicants. In the second phase, 100 top students are selected from the universities’ 

selections. This second selection is done by the national selection committee, which consists of HR-professionals of McKinsey & 

Company	and	the	NAHSS’	Supervisory	Board	(Wiebe	Draijer,	SER;	Dirk	Jan	van	den	Berg,	TU	Delft;	Hans	Dröge,	Unilever;	Conrad	

Keijzer,	AkzoNobel;	Marjan	Oudeman,	UU;	Peter	de	Wit,	McKinsey	&	Company).

Applicants will be notified about the final selection on the 1st of March. 


