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HESE TWO lengthy 
volumes approach the 
same subject from 
slightly different angles. 

t h  . Neal Gablers "Against e Wmd," the second volume of a :o•volume life, is subtitled "Edward e�edy and the Rise of ConserVatism, 1976-2009"; its theme is that l<ennedy's life and career are important because, in the course of  a half century in  public office, he rose to become the "Llon of the Senate " the last liberaJ fighting a valiant re� action against the forces of reaction in late 20th-cenrury America. John A. Farrell's "Ted Kennedy: A Llfe" is a more conventional one-volume biography, drawing on the customary 
sourees and methods to depict l:: 
Kennedy as the reluctant dauphin of a !il fabled political dynasty who trans- Î 
formed himself into "one of the great-

Ê est U.S. senators, ever." ., -
_ \ . These . are confident, even auda- MIDDLE MAN Edward Kennedy, seated between his brothers John, left and Robert August 1963. CIOUS, claims; but are they valid? Ted • ' 

l<ennedy's career certainJy straddled nature and complicated private life. deaths that shaped Ted's course and grasped that. the White House was the high tide of postwar liberalism But greatness is always a subjective his place in the tribal hierarchy. beyond his reach, he deliberately and the resurgent conservatism of the judgment and, apart from the skillful American history has thrown up its chose to concentrate his energies on balance of the century. In an increas- exercise of power and pfemier celeb- share of political dynasties, but there resisting the rising Republican tide ing)y conservative epoch, he carne to  rity status, any verdict on Kennedy has never been one quite like the Ken- and, as a permanent fi.xture in the personify the liberal faith. is subject to qualifications. nedys. Both of these books pass rela· Senate, agitate for national health in-In the annals of its history, how- Foremost among these is the melo- tively quicl<ly over the tragic line of surance and expanding the reach of ever, lasting renown in our American dramatic process by which he rose to succession which, after the violent the welfare state. The spoiled child system tends to be weighted against prominence in  American life. In fair- deaths of Joseph Jr. (1944), John of a wealthy dynasty made himself legislators and in favor of executives, ness, Edward Kennedy, the plump, (1963), and Robert (1968), left 3 6 - champion of the poor, aggrieved, and Kennedy never became president affable and entitled youngest son and year-old Ted as the last chance in his dispossessed and powerless-a kind And not for lack of trying. In  ponder- final child of Joseph and Rose Fitz- generation to reclaim John's truncated of scarred, Falstaffian people's prince. ing the greatness of senators, it is ____ _ _ _ _ _____ presidency and redeem the family's To the extent that he sûcceeded, af-worth noting that the names custom- persistent politica) hopes. My own ter his career's tuming point, Kennedy arily bandied about áre usually asso- The chaotic year of 1968 view is that, all things considered, the largely served as a legislative strateciated with wide-ranging political 
b h nl 

chaotic year of 1968 might have been gist and publicist for serial causes, 
movements and philosophies of gov- might have een t e o Y the only time when a campaign for adapting to the various progressive 
emment (Henry Clay, John c. Calhowt, time when Ted Kennedy the presidency could have succeeded. trends within his party. Sometimes he 
Robert La Follette) or as harbingers could have won a We'll never know. For his own part, practiced his late brother John's sense 
of  trends (Robert Wagner, Arthur despite entreaties, KeMedy declined of statecraft as "the art of the pos-
Vandenberg, Hubert Hwnphrey). presidential campaign. to run that year because he remained sible" and sometimes he debased the 

Sen .  KeMedy was neither prophet ------------• understandab)y in shock, rightly con- culture of modern polities, mosrnoto
nor thinker. Unlike his two older sidered himsclr ill-prepnrcd, and relt riously in his sorcüd treatn1e11t of the 
brothers, John and Robert, who gerald KeMedy, was never expected responsible for hb �har te red clan. Supreme Court nonûnee Robert Bork. 

to shoulder the burden of his family's He couldn't anticipate that his Neru· the end of his life he still exerted chafed under senatorial constraints 
conduct the follounna summer at influence, effectively wow1diJig one d al k t th · eyes fixed on high ambitions. He was the least pre- •·� ... an ways ep err 

d ,Chappaquiddick, in which he left the Senate colleague, Hillary Clinton, by th  · chan T d "eMedy ... as pared and least likely to succee e mam ce, e "' .. , 
"'scene of a car crash in which a wornan endorsing the presidential candidacy tal! ·t d to the club among the eligible KeMedy males, temperamen Y sw e • 

f was drown,.,i would end his prospects of another, Barack Obama. b . d trn h f th and his life's course was a series o -
d like ha its an a osp ere o e 

na! 'orever. Still, it took some time for Kennedy's historie reputation, an In d d -•all si.,A-lnN expectations and emotio 1' 

ed b Senate. ue course, an esp"'"' Y ,..,...,'6 
d that scandal's long-term effects to be enduring legacy, may be measur Y 

Il f hls ·d tiaJ losses for which he was ill-equippe . after the co apse o pres1 en 
d th  plainly visible, and very large portions the fact that these first major accounts ed th art f Intellectually lazy, he embrace e 

after ambitions, he master e o 
of both these accounts are filled with of his \ife, anivi.ng a dozen years and · f bell call to public service Jargely by d e ·  . b dmiring. maneuver comprom.rse, o ow-
copious detail about the subsequent his death, are wntten Y a n  a 

d • d H>na even 'ault. His politica! career was punc- • umalis ( Mr Farrell) and ing an bartertng an ge ..... .., , •· 
d two decades when, throughout the hometownJo t • f th S t • tuated by self-infllcted wounds an 

f h b · h and joined the ranks o e ena es 
d th 1970s and 'SOs, the pros�t of a K. en- a chronicler o s ow usmess w ose 

(H boorlsh misconduct. Ted lacke e 
Barb Stre. d great insiders and tacticians enry 

nedy presidential camprugn tantalized last subject was ra tsan 
ll d manie energy and intensit:y of his 

(Mr ) N ·th · dispa55·onate Cabot Lodge, Richard Russe , Lyn on 
Democrats and consumed the press. . Gabler . el er is 1 b�others Joseph Jr. and Robert, and 

abo his ub. Whil cknowledging Johnson). • 
''Ted KeMedy" and "Against the ut s �eet. e a the cyru. cal intelligence of John, and 

tha K edy h Mn his clanger-1bls ls no small achievement, espe· 
Wind'' agree that, once the senator t enn was un-,-

clally given Kennedy's clistracted it was their lives and premature 
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David Smith 
InLifeand 

Sculpture 
Continued fron1pageC7 

cated, beautiful Dehner, who Lived In 

the same rooming house. �he was 

kno\vledgeable about modenusm, �d 
trnveled In Europe, and was studymg 

.• ... _., ,, ...... , ...... ,. f n�mu� ,MhPriP 

Surrealist ideas that attracted the at· 
tention of the New York art world of 
the 1930s and '40s. He discusses the 
increased size and ambition of such 
breakthrough works as "Hudson River 
Landscape" and "Australia," both 1951 
Finally, he discusses the late large, 
ambiguous assemblies of stainless �d 
nilld steel, sometimes incorporanng 
color that led to Smith's having a solo 

I 
• 

show at the Museum of Modem Art m 
195i representing the United States 
In the l958 Biennale di Venezia, and 
being included in the Bienal de Säo 
P1111ln And the Documenta in Kassei, 

tongs, tools and miscellany scave�ed 
from the factory shipped back to him, 
to form the basis of the Voltri-Bolton 
(Voltron) series, executed in a burSt 
of creativity when he returned to 
Bolton Landing. . 

Mr. Brenson deals infonnatrvely 
.th Smith's last years, when he ,nade 

:me of h.is most runbitious and 

we follow Snlith through his final 
days culminating in a visit to Noland's 
hou;e to attend the opening of an 
exhibition ot Bennington, Driving 
alone from Noland's, Smith crashed 
his truck dmmutically. Oiscovered in1-
111ediately by Nolm1d, Cnro and Olitski, 
who were ctriving ahead and became 
alannecl when they fuiled to see Smith 

ous flaws mixed with supreme vi r 
tues-both insist that his motives Wl!l'e 

almost aJways meritorious and J)OliticaJ 
opponents were invariably villainous. 
In these voluminous accounts no score 
is  too trivia! to settle, no epithet too 
scurrilous to avoid. The authors' 
SOuro!S Jean towani partisans and 
Kennedy family retainers (Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr, Tom Oliphant, John 
Kenneth Galbraîth, Robert Shrurn) 
whose reflections are entirely pre
dictable. 

Ted Kennedy deserves better. 
Mr .  Gabler, in particular, sets a discon
certing tone with his introductory 
note that "we live now within an 
immense and profolllld cruelty, in a 
resurgence of white supremacy and 
the vile hatreds of racism and nativ· 
ism and misogyny and homophobia 
and Islamophobia, in an anti-intellec
tuaJ farrago in which large porcions 
of the public display an aversion 10 

indisputable facts and regard hard 
science as subversive. • Some readers 
wilJ thrilJ to Mr . Gabler's Manichaean 
rhetoric, and will eajoy the book's 
compulsive)y mawkish prose: "Parlia
mentarian Robert Dove said Ted was 
'loved'-that was the term be used. 
Loved." • Always, always he returned 
to the sea for succor and solace." U 
you profit from that sort of writing, 
the 1,227 pages of" Against the Wind" 
await you. 

Mr. Terzian is the author of "An:hi

tects of Power: Roosevelt, Eisen· 
hower, and the American Cenru,y. u 

to his work. At its best, Mr. Brenson's 
text contextualizes the citations from 
the n1emoirs, letters and interviews, 
creating a coherent narrative and fil l ·  
ing in gaps. I never met Smith, but 1 
knew many people close to hun who 
appear in  the book and I can.vouch lor 
Mr. Brenson's skill in evoking them. 
The nuanced portrayal of lhe 11�1 1�: 
self seeins equally accurate. I wish . 
ctiscussion of t11e scuJpnrre .were � 
good. Mr. Brenson desoi�s lus :1"'50C:: 
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