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I. Why this discussion?

– Data Protection / Digital Privacy concerns

– Digital Sovereigtny concerns (UVA report)

– Questions about academic freedom

– Sustainability concerns

– Doubts about agency to develop teaching
– EdTech, Microcredentitals, mono-/multi-/trans-/

interdisciplinary, etc.

– Can students study in a safe environment?
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II. What have we done?

– Hosted events (June 2022, March 2023, June 2023)
– Local events (with SURF, faculties, etc.)
– International conferences (CPDP, Public Spaces)
– Expert workshops (Groningen, ETH Zurich, etc.)

– Project management

– Built a website/awareness campaign
– Contribute to our blog!

– Engaged with & building stakeholder community

– Carried out research
– Available Here, Here, Here, Here
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https://www.rug.nl/about-ug/policy-and-strategy/data-autonomy/
https://www.rug.nl/about-ug/policy-and-strategy/data-autonomy/blog/
https://www.rug.nl/about-ug/policy-and-strategy/data-autonomy/blog/what-is-data-autonomy-about-and-why-do-we-care
https://arsaequi.nl/product/digital-cloud-services-and-higher-education-the-quest-for-data-autonomy/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4444191
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13347-022-00497-4


Relevant questions I

– How can we make sure that students have an 
environment where they can learn, develop, and fail 
safely? 
This means without data traces and measurements that 
profile or follow students for the rest of their lives.

– How can we keep a considerable stake in the design of 
teaching and research practices – driven by the curiosity 
and talent of independent academics – rather than by 
corporate interests? 
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Relevant questions II

– How can we foster ownership of research results and data 
sets, instead of promoting the interests of big publishing 
houses and obscure data brokers?

– How can we make sure the value of data is supporting the 
fruitful development of the academic community 
sustainably?
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Relevant questions III

– How can we make sure that our data is (not) being (ab-) 
used to train and develop AI/Machine Learning systems 
which (do not) respect, protect and promote the values of 
the academic community?

– How can we create an environment for respectfully 
discussing bold and controversial ideas?
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What is Data 
Autonomy?
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Working definition I - May 2023

‘Data autonomy is the effective capacity of the academic 
community of the University of Groningen to make 
meaningful decisions about access to data, data flows, the 
uses of data and the design of the informational 
environment, to the degree necessary to freely and 
independently pursue the university's mission, to promote 
knowledge dissemination and to protect the rights of its 
students and employees. This capacity is required to 
protect academic freedom and the independence of the 
university.’
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Working definition II – May 
2023
Context: This working definition fully acknowledges the different 
and diverse contexts of the activities at the UG. Concepts such 
as ‘meaningful decisions’ have to be interpreted and applied 
differently, depending on the concrete circumstances. In 
particular, we suggest to consider the UG through different 
lenses which show the UG as an educational institution, a 
research and innovation body, and actor in the entrepreneurial 
landscape. Therefore, the working definition should be 
interpreted and applied with a view to the sensitivity of the data 
used.
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Working definition III – May 
2023
Outlook: The working definition requires further 
consideration and input from the stakeholder community. 
Themes that guide this discussion about the use of data at 
the UG include: privacy, ownership, transparency, creation, 
collection, accessibility, shareability, storage, protection, 
security, and autonomy related to the use of data and digital 
services.
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IV. Short term vision

A) Mapping the situation
Where is data? / What is data being used for? /What 
do we want ‘our’ data to be used for? / What are the 
opportunities? /What are the (potential) harms?

B) Increase choices
Open Source Software & Thinking (e.g. Nextcloud) / 
Identify & Contribute to new developments / Pool 
resources (SURF, GÉANT, Public Spaces, Pubhubs, 
etc.)

C)How does the ‘datafied’ UG look like?6/19/2023
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https://www.humansofrug.nl/episode/digitaluniversity
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V. (Potential) Long term vision

– Make Data Autonomy part of the culture of UG
– Integrate in teaching approach.
– Integrate it in work of research groups.
– Have ‘beleid’ that is informed by the knowledge & skills that 

exist in the broader UG community.
– Be bold & long-term strategic.
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Why do we need your support?

There is no space to have this discussion.

Nobody will fix this for us, unless we do.
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What can you do?

Became an ambassador.

Go to our events.

Talk to colleagues about it.
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Thank 
You!
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