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This walking tour tells the story of the � rst 
women at the University of Groningen: from 
the enrollment of Ale� a Jacobs in 1871 to 
the professorship of Tine Tammes in 1919. 
There are countless stories to tell about 
women at the Groningen university – this 
booklet provides an introduction.

At location 1location 1, we will shortly introduce the theme ‘� rst 
women at the university’. At locations 2 to 5locations 2 to 5, we would 
like to introduce you to a few female students, PhD 
graduates, teachers and professors who pushed the 
boundaries and resolutely paved the way for today’s 
female students and scientists. Then, from locati-locati-
on 6on 6 through 9through 9, we will follow in the footsteps of Tine 
Tammes, as a representative of the � rst women at the 
University of Groningen.

On our way

The former Academy Building, The former Academy Building, 
c. c. 1880-1890. 1880-1890. 

Photo by J.G. Kramer, Groninger Archieven
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Tine TammesTine Tammes
Elsewhere in the Academy Buil-
ding, you will � nd the Senate Room. 
The walls of this room are full
of portraits of professors. One of 
those portraits is of Jantina ‘Tine’ 
Tammes (1871-1947), professor of 
genetics. Tammes is one of the few
women portrayed in the Senate 
Room. She was the � rst female 
professor at the University of Gro-
ningen, the second female professor 
in the Netherlands and the � rst pro-
fessor in her � eld. 

A portrait painting of Tine Tammes, 
on display in the Senate Room.

University Museum Collection, Groningen

A portrait of Ale� a Jacobs hangs in the stairwell of the 
Academy Building. In 1871 she enrolled at the Universi-
ty of Groningen. There, she became the � rst woman in the 
Netherlands to graduate from a university. A few years later 
she was also the � rst female Dutch doctoral student in 
Groningen. 

The Groningen UniversityThe Groningen University
The Groningen professor Mr. B.D.H. Tellegen wrote 
about Ale� a Jacobs’ propaedeutic exam in 1872: 

“Such a thing could not be done in Leiden, 
in Utrecht. It was only possible in Groningen 

in the radical North”. 

Groningen 
University

The � rst womenwomen at the

(1871-1919)

The former 
Academy Building, 
c. 1880-19051880-1905
Published by Erven v.d. Kamp, 
Groninger Archieven

In other words: it was no coincidence that Ale� a Jacobs studied in 
Groningen. Groningen was already a progressive city, and at the end of 
the nineteenth century a liberal climate prevailed at the university – one 
that made it possible for women to participate in science for the � rst time. 

- Broerstraat 5 | Academy Building - 
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The � rst women at the 
University of Groningen

In 1890, Tine Tammes was one of the � rst fema-
le students to enroll at the Groningen university. 
Tammes was involved in the founding of the � rst 
female student association in the Netherlands and 
was part of a group of progressive women who did 
pioneering work. Women who, for example, obtain-
ed their doctorates with feminist dissertations in law 
and theology. Tammes herself focused on genetics. 
She was already a�  liated with the University of 
Groningen as an assistant and researcher when, 
in 1908, the � rst female university lecturer in the 
Netherlands was hired there. In 1919, Tammes her-
self was appointed professor. 

Ale� a Jacobs (1854-1929) was a 
doctor, advocate of women’s suf-
frage and a globetro� er. Above all
she made history being the � rst 
woman to graduate from a Dutch 
university. 

A� er gaining personal approval of 
Prime Minister Thorbecke, Jacobs 
was allowed to enroll at the Univer-
sity of Groningen on April 20, 1871. 
Ale� a Jacobs and the Groningen 
university paved the way for other 
Dutch girls and women to pursue a 

- Oude Kijk in ‘t Jatstraat 26 | Bust of Ale� a Jacobs on Harmonie square -

Ale� a
Jacobs

& the � rst female students  

scienti� c education. Yet during the � rst few years, the enrollment of new 
students did not take o� . Only a� er six years another woman enrolled at 
the university: Charlo� e Jacobs, Ale� a’s sister. A� er that, the number of 
female students at the University of Groningen started to grow slowly 
but surely. The backgrounds of these female students di� ered great-
ly and their university experiences ranged from a� ending lectures for 
a year to a full academic career. When Tine Tammes enrolled at the 
university in 1890, she was one of eleven female students. 

2

Ale� a Jacobs on the day of her 
PhD graduation, 18791879.

Unknown photographer, Groninger Archieven
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Betsy
Bakker 

Nort
& the � rst female PhD students Hermine Moquette followed in 1898 and Anna Nassau Noorde-

wier in 1901. In 1913, the newspapers were filled with reports 
about Constance Gerlings, who, on the basis of a feminist thesis, 
was the first Dutch woman to obtain a PhD in theology in Gronin-
gen. One year later, Betsy Bakker-Nort also obtained her doctora-
te with a feminist thesis. Bakker-Nort (1874-1946) was of Jewish 
descent and had started studying law in 1908, at the age of 34.
In her dissertation, titled Review of the legal position of the mar-
ried woman in Germany, Switzerland, England, France and the 
Netherlands (1914), she criticized the relations between man and 
woman within marriage. She wrote: “Marriage robs the woman of 
her independence, which she acquired at great sacrifice, and brings 
her back to a state of powerlessness”. To reinforce her feminist 
ideals, she became politically active. In 1922, Bakker-Nort was 
one of the first seven women elected to the House of Representa-
tives. All her life, Bakker-Nort fought for women’s rights and op-
posed the legal incapacity of married women in particular. She did 
not live to see the abolishment of the Act on Incapacity in 1956(!). 
Because of her Jewish descent, Bakker-Nort was forced to leave the 
House of Representatives in 1940 and she died shortly after the 
Second World War. 

Ale� a Jacobs’ doctorate at the University of Groningen 
in 1879 was the � rst doctorate degree awarded to a 
Dutch woman.

Photo of Betsy Bakker-Nort, 1920.1920.
  Photo by P. Kramer, Groninger Archieven - Oude Kijk in ‘t Jatstraat 26 | | Faculty of Law, Harmonie Complex -
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- Brugstraat 23a | (Former) Magna Pete clubhouse -

Striving for great things: 
the � rst female 
student association

Magna Pete carriage tour along the Westerhaven, c. 1910-1914.1910-1914.

Unknown photographer, Groninger Archieven 

In addition to walking, activities such as riding tours were also 
organized. When the Groningen student association “Vindicat atque 
Polit” rejected women’s membership, Pluvia took ma� ers into its 
own hands. In the autumn of 1898, all female students were invited 
to a meeting in Café de Pool. The meeting was chaired by Tine Tam-
mes. That evening, the Groningen Female Student Club (GVSC) was 
founded: the � rst female student association in the Netherlands. 
Members of the GVSC gathered in the tea house at Hereweg 20, but it 
soon became too small. In 1910 the GVSC, then, moved to Brug-
straat 23a. A theater club, a choir and a literary club were founded 
within the association. In 1912, the University of Groningen o�  ci-
ally recognized the GVSC as the “second student corps”. That same 
year, the words “Magna Pete” were added to the name of the women’s
association: “striving for great things.”

Student life is inextricably linked to stu-
dying. At the end of the nineteenth century, 
entertainment and sociability seemed to be 
reserved for male students only. A number 
of female students in Groningen refused to 
accept this. As they were not allowed to rent 
a gymnasium from the municipality, they 
founded the hiking club “Pluvia” in 1896.

student association

In addition to walking, activities such as riding tours were also 
organized. When the Groningen student association “Vindicat atque 

Student life is inextricably linked to stu-
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& the � rst female lecturers

In 1908, the university had another � rst: that year, 
Marie Elise Loke (1870-1916) was appointed as the 
� rst female lecturer at a Dutch university. 

Marie Loke

Two years prior she had obtained a doctorate in French language and 
literature at the University of Toulouse. This made her the � rst Dutch 
person to obtain a PhD in a modern foreign language abroad. In the 
meantime, the University of Groningen had started to develop a cour-
se in French literature. Two positions became available and Loke was 
nominated as a candidate. She accepted her position in 1908 in the 
concert hall of the Harmonie Society with a somewhat feminist lectu-
re on the writer and composer Belle van Zuylen. As a teacher, Loke was 
known for taking care of her lessons down to the last detail. 

Portrait of Marie Loke, 
c. 1914-1916. 1914-1916. 

Unknown photographer,

Groninger Archieven

She was very popular with her students and showed that, as a woman, 
you could be an excellent scientist as well. Marie Loke died in 1916 
at the age of 45. “Her death caused great emotion in our town”, rector 
magni� cus J. van Wageningen later proclaimed. Loke is commemo-
rated annually by the Marie Loke Prize. This prize is awarded by the 
University of Groningen to students with the best high school thesis 
paper with a cultural or societal topic. 

- Kreupelstraat 10 | The Harmonie Society - 

Marie Loke
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A year a� er Tine Tammes’ birth, a secondary school for girls (MMS) 
was founded in the Hofstraat. Tammes a� ended this school as well. 
Although the education was not aimed at preparing her for university 
studies, Tammes nevertheless decided to enroll at the University of Gro-
ningen a� er her exams. However, her previous education excluded her 
from academic examinations and the possibility of obtaining a degree. 
She was allowed to follow lectures and lab practicals, though. Tine Tam-
mes obtained a teaching degree (MO certi� cate) in physics, chemistry 
and cosmography, and later in plant, animal, mineral and earth sciences. 
With these certi� cates she was allowed to teach in secondary schools. 
In 1894, she was a teacher at the girls’ school which she herself had 
a� ended only a few years earlier.

Class photo at the Secondary School for Girls (MMS) 
when Tine Tammes was a teacher there, 1894.
Unknown photographer, Groninger Archieven

From student to lecturer

A born and 
raised Stadjer Stadjer 

Chocolate – who doesn’t love it? Beerend Tammes, Tine’s 
father, must have thought the same. He started making sweet cho-
colate in 1867. Business went well and a� er three years the � rm 
B.G. Tammes moved its production to the Peperstraat in Groningen. 
The rear of the new building was set up as a chocolate factory while 
the other part served as living quarters for the middle-class Tammes 
family. That family was expanded on June 23, 1871 with the birth of 
Jantina (Tine) Tammes – two months a� er Ale� a Jacobs’ enrollment 
at the university. Although Tammes focused on an academic career, 
she always remained closely involved with the cacao and chocolate 
factory. A� er the death of her parents, her brother and nephew took 
over the Tammes business. 

In the footsteps of Tine Tammes 

The cacao, chocolate and confectionery factory B.G. Tammes, 
c. 1910-1913c. 1910-1913
Photos by P.B. Kramer, Groninger Archieven

- Peperstraat 15-17 | Tine Tammes’ childhood home - - Hofstraat 21 | (Former) girls’ secondary school -

Class photo at the Secondary School for Girls (MMS) 
18941894..
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The � rst female 
professor in Groningen
Although Tine Tammes enjoyed teaching at the girls’ 
school, science beckoned. In 1897, she was asked by 
Professor Jan Willem Moll to assist him in his function 
as professor of botany at the University of Groningen.

This invitation marked the beginning of her scienti� c career. 

She worked for no less than twelve years in the Botanical Laborato-

ry at the Grote Rozenstraat, with a brief stint in Amsterdam where 

Postcard showing the Botanical Gardens and the Botanical Laboratory, c. 1900. 1900. 

Published by Johs. Plaat, Groninger Archieven

she assisted a professor in his research into evolution. In Groningen, 

she was put in charge of practical classes in microscopy and 

wrote numerous scienti� c publications. She gained international 

fame with her groundbreaking publication Der Flachsstengel: Eine 
statistic-anatomische Monographie, published in 1907.

In 1911, Tine Tammes became the � rst Dutch woman to receive an 

honorary doctorate. The University of Groningen awarded Tammes 

an honorary doctorate in botany and zoology and not without reason: 

Tammes was the intended successor to Professor Moll, but she had 

not been able to obtain a doctorate because of her prior education. 

In that same year, the University of Groningen submi� ed an appli-

cation to appoint Tammes extraordinary professor of variability and 

heredity. Never before had a woman been considered for the professor-

ship. Only a� er eight years did the ministry agree. In 1919, Tine Tam-

mes became the � rst female professor in Groningen and the second 

in the Netherlands a� er Johanna Westerdijk in Utrecht. Moreover, 

with her appointment she became the � rst professor of genetics in the 

Netherlands. 

- Grote Rozenstraat 31 | (Former) Botanical Laboratory -
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- Nieuwe Kijk in ’t Jatstraat 68/70 | Jantina Tammeshuis -

Tine Tammes’ appointment as professor was a turning 
point in her life: her self-con� dence visibly increased as she 
started to actively present herself as a professor. She visited 
international conferences and was on the editorial boards 
of various scienti� c journals. 

As a professor, she openly opposed eugenics: the racist movement 
that wanted to ‘improve’ the human race through the applicati-
on of hereditary laws. Tammes was also involved in the women’s 

movement and dedicated herself in particular to women 
with an academic background. In 1918, she founded 
the Nederlandsche Vereeniging van Vrouwen met Aca-

demische Opleiding (VVAO, Dutch association for 

An academic

Photo ofPhoto of
Tine Tammes, c. 1890-1910. 

Unknown photographer: 
Groninger Archieven

role modelrole model
women with an academic training). Tammes was also a board member 
of the Catherina van Tussenbroek Fonds, a foundation belonging to the 
VVAO that promoted the academic development of women. In 1937, 
Tammes decided that she wanted to devote more time to research and 
therefore resigned as professor. Ten years later, Tammes died and was 
buried at Esserveld. 

In 2001, the Jantina Tammes Chair for gender studies was establis-
hed by the University of Groningen. This chair is always held by a pro-
fessor from abroad, who comes to the Netherlands to give lectures on 
gender studies. Moreover, the Jantina Tammeshuis is named a� er 
her, a location of the University of Groningen. 
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