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Short profile
Bart van Ark (1960) is Senior Vice President and Chief Economist at The Conference Board, a global 
research organization with its head office in New York City in the United States. He is also a professor in 
Economic Development, Technological Change and Growth at the University of Groningen (The 
Netherlands) where he teaches in the areas of economic growth, development economics, economic 
history and international economics and business. He is former director and and current member of the 
Groningen Growth and Development Centre (http://www.ggdc.net), a research group working on long 
term economic growth and productivity.

Van Ark has extensively published in leading national and international journals, including the Journal 
of Economic Perspectives, The Brookings Papers on Economic Activity, and Economic Policy. From 
2004-2008 he has been managing editor of the Review of Income and Wealth. He has also onthe 
editorial boards of several other academic journals and on various national and international advisory 
committees in the area of productivity and national accounts. He is involved in various projects 
sponsored by the Netherlands Scientific Council (NWO), the European 5th,, 6th and 7th Framework 
Programmes, and the U.S. National Science Foundation.

Van Ark has participated in a range of international research projects, including the Productivity 
Program of the McKinsey Global Institute (1992 and 1993) and the CEPR Program on "Comparative 
Experience of Economic Growth in Postwar Europe" (1994-1996). From 2004-2008 he coordinated a 
large European consortium of research institutes on “Productivity in the European Union: A
Comparative Industry Approach” (http://www.euklems.net). Van Ark also consulted for (inter)national 
government agencies, including the Dutch government, the European Commission and the OECD, as 
well as for private business. He is also associated with the German Institute for Economic Research 
(DIW) in Berlin as a Research Professor.
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